Expansion tune

Saied Music Co. will open
a second Tulsa store.
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Oil up, stocks down

Crude tops $68 while Wall Street
has its worst day in nine months.
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Knight and
day at OU

Kelvin Sampson and the Sooners
host Bob Knight and Texas Tech.
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Jennifer Owen kneels by Spring Creek on her property near Peggs. Owen is concerned that trout introduced to Spring Creek will take

over and alter the ecosystem.

Neighbors of Spring Creek
want the stocked trout out

By MicHAEL OvEraLL
World Staff Writer

wooded hills of Mayes County, the

water in Spring Creek runs clear
enough in some places to see the gravel
at the bottom of the stream. You don't
always have to catch a fish to see one

P RYOR B Snaking through the

just wade out a few steps and look down.

Until recently, a fisherman on Spring
Creek was almost always hoping to spot
a big-mouth bass, a fish that has been
swimming in these waters for eons.

But for the last couple of years, the
bass have been sharing the stream with
another fish B a newcomer that some
environmentalists say is threatening to
ruin one of the last undisturbed
ecosystems of its kind.

That's why several landowners went to
court Friday to get rid of trout.

aThis isn't just about some fish in a
stream,® said Charles Shipley, an attorney
representing a coalition of landowners
from the Spring Creek area. @This is
about saving a jewel of nature.®

A Friday hearing in Mayes County
District Court focused on a technicality
b coalition attorneys argued that state
officials didn't properly consider public
comments before issuing a permit to
stock Spring Creek with trout.

But it was merely the first in what
could be a long series of legal battles to
stop the trout.
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Tobacco

tax

rule to be
implemented

A judge rejects a
challenge to the state’s
emergency tax-stamp rule.

By OmMER GiLLHAM
World Staff Writer

The Oklahoma Tax Commission
can implement a new rule that limits
the sale of low-tax cigarettes to tribal
smoke shops, a Tulsa County court
ruled Friday.

District Judge Rebecca Nightingale
rejected a request for a temporary re-
straining order filed by Campbell
Wholesale Co. Inc.

Campbell Wholesale of Tulsa was
joined as a plaintiff in the case by
Briggs Tobacco and Speciality Co.
Inc. of Memphis, Tenn. The request
for a restraining order was filed
Tuesday in Tulsa County District
Court.

The two companies sought to
block the implementation of an emer-
gency rule that limits the sale of cig-

Beginning
Monday,
tobacco
wholesalers
must get
approval
from the Tax
Commission
to sell more
than the
quota for a
given smoke
shop.

arettes with cheaper 6-cent tobacco
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Sunnis gain
in parliament

Election results show
Shiites still have the most
seats, but they will have to
form a coalition government.

By Sameer N. Yacous
Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq B Shiite religious
parties captured the biggest number
of parliament seats in last month's
election but not enough to govern
without partners, according to results
released Friday.

Sunni Arabs scored major gains,
opening the door to a greater role in
government for the community at the
heart of the insurgency.

The announcement by the election
commission launched a period of
tough bargaining among Shiite, Sunni
and Kurdish factions to form a gov-
ernment, which U.S. officials hope can
win the trust of the disaffected Sunni
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Negotiators
work to free
American

hostage. A-4

SEHRAQ A-3

Suspect in sexual attack
dies after hanging himself

He was arrested in the
Tuesday night assault and
kidnapping of a woman
outside a Tulsa store.

By NicoLe MARSHALL
World Staff Writer

A registered sex offender who was
arrested in connection with a kidnap-
ping and sexual assault died Friday,
one day after he hanged himself with
a sheet at the Tulsa Jail.

Timothy Lee Walker, 42, was pro-
nounced dead at 1:07 p.m., Tulsa
County Sheriff's Office Chief Deputy
Tim Albin said.

Kidnapping, attempted rape and
forcible sodomy charges were filed
against Walker about 12:30 p.m. Fri-
day, but they were dismissed later in

Timothy Walker

Walker has a history
of mental
retardation and was
once a resident of
the now-closed
Hissom Memorial
Center, court
records show.

the day after he died.

Walker was booked into the Tulsa
Jail on Wednesday on allegations that
he kidnapped a woman from the Wal-
greens parking lot at 6415 E. Pine St.
and sexually assaulted her Tuesday
night.

The 25-year-old woman was talking
on her cellular phone with her boss
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Tulsa robberies exceeding norm

In one of 85 robberies
reported so far this month,
a martial arts expert fights
off his attackers.

By Martr ELLiott
World Staff Writer

A man who used his martial arts
training to fight off two robbers
Thursday night foiled one of the 85
or more robberies that have occurred
in Tulsa already this year.

At least that many robberies or rob-
bery attempts, ranging from purse
snatchings to armed robberies, had
been reported as of Friday afternoon,
robbery Sgt. Dave Walker said.

3t seems like a lot to me, 20 days
into (January),® Walker said.

The city normally sees about 70 to
80 robberies for the whole month, he
said.

Some of the robberies have been

How to help

Anyone with information about
the crimes is asked to call Crime
Stoppers at 596-COPS. Callers
can remain anonymous, and the
Crime Commission will pay a
cash reward for information lead-
ing to an arrest.

violent B even deadly B with three
people ending up dead.

After the attempted robbery of mar-
tial arts expert Kirk Anthony Stoner
on Thursday night, a woman was shot
in the leg early Friday after two men
attempted to rob her in her driveway.

The two robberies occurred less
than two hours apart within 2%
miles, near 21st Street and Sheridan
Road and in the 2800 block of South
104th East Avenue, Sgt. Kim Presley
said.

Stoner said two men pulled up next
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The two men who have purchased 20
downtown buildings talk about their plans.

BUSINESS

to him Thursday night after he'd fin-
ished washing his girlfriend's car at
the Fiesta Car Wash, 6584 E. 21st St.

Stoner has studied martial arts for
about 21 years.

One of the men walked up and
asked him for money twice, but Ston-
er said he told him sarcastically that
he didn't have any for him.

The man in the car told his com-
panion to get Stoner's car, he said,
but the man tried to grab at Stoner's
pants pocket instead.

Fearing that he was going to be
hurt, Stoner punched the man in his
nose, and the man went down, Walk-
er said. The second man armed him-
self with a switchblade knife that was
about 8 inches long and lunged at
him, Stoner said.

Stoner moved aside just as the man
approached, grabbed the wrist hold-
ing the knife and elbowed his attack-
er in the face.
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