Long way to go
Attorney General Drew Edmondson has a
commanding fundraising lead over his only

announced opponent but says his re-election

campaign might need as much as $1 million.
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Protection plan aims high

State officials produce strategy to preserve every native species

By MicHAEL OVERALL
World Staff Writer

More than 400 pages long, divided
into eight sections with charts and
appendixes, the report challenges
even a high-speed Internet connection
as it downloads from the state’s offi-
cial Web site.

Counting himself, maybe 10 people
in the world have read the entire
document, and most of them had
something to do with writing it, said

Mark Howery, a biologist for the
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife
Conservation.

That's OK. A government report is
judged not by its number of readers,
but by its long-term results. And by
that standard, if Howery is right, this
report might rank as a benchmark
success for generations to come.

Called the Comprehensive Wildlife
Conservation Strategy, it is the first
time the state government has de-
vised a plan to save every last spe-

cies that is native to Oklahoma.

Not just the ones that are hunted
or fished. Not just the ones that are
endangered. All of them — from the
caecidotea macropoda to the marsh
rice rat.

“Until recently, the mind-set has
been to wait until a species becomes
endangered and then spring into ac-
tion,” Howery said. “This is the first
time that we've done a strategy for
the whole state and for all the wild-
life.”

Oklahoma and the other 49 states
had to come up with a comprehen-
sive wildlife strategy to qualify for
new federal funding. The State Wild-
life Grants will provide money to pro-
tect species that are in decline before
they become endangered.

With $68 million budgeted this
year by Congress, the grant program
ultimately will save taxpayer money
because it's more expensive to bring
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At left, John Timothy plays a
Muscogee (Creek) flute during
cultural night Wednesday at the
National Congress of American
Indians at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel in Tulsa. Below, Francis
Harris, a member of the Sac
and Fox Nation, performs a
troupe-pipe dance at the event.
The Indian advocacy group will
meet at the Maxwell
Convention Center downtown
through Friday.

Photos by STEPHEN HOLMAN / Tulsa World

Beer ban lacks big punch, bill’s author admits

Balkman

By Mick Hinton
World Capitol Bureau

OKLAHOMA CITY — A state
lawmaker admits that a bill he
got passed in the last legislative
session to ban “drown nights”
turned out to be weaker than
low-point beer.

Rep. Thad Balkman, R-Nor-
man, said he got excited when
Senate Bill 518 passed the Leg-
islature, and so did everyone
else.

Next session, Balkman wants
to go back and strengthen the
law that went into effect Tues-
day because he said it is full of
loopholes.

The Norman Republican
thought the new law would es-
sentially stop “drown nights”
and “happy hours” when 18 to
21-year-olds were around.

However, he said, it turns out
that only a few establishments
limit alcoholic-beverage sales to

3.2 beer.

Balkman said he’s discovered
that many bars can continue to
have happy hours and cheap
beer specials because any estab-
lishment that also sells hard Ii-
quor is exempted from the
“drown nights” ban.

Aimed at cutting down on
binge drinking by underage
drinkers, SB 518 prohibits estab-
lishments that are licensed to
sell low-point beer for on-premis-

es consumption from selling
beer at less than its usual price.

It also bans selling an unlimit-
ed number of drinks of low-
point beer for a fixed price.

The legislation was proposed
after a University of Oklahoma
freshman died from an alcohol
overdose last fall.

Balkman said he discovered
that the bill was not as strong
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6th Street infill plan
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Renewal
plan is
given
the OK

By Susan HyLton
World Staff Writer

The Sixth Street Infill Plan, which
was created to be the guide to revital-
izing one of Tulsa’s oldest urban
neighborhoods, was unanimously ap-
proved Wednesday by the Tulsa Met-
ropolitan Area Planning Commission.

More than a dozen business owners
and residents attended the meeting to
urge support for the plan.

The commission voted after soften-
ing some of the language relating to
the closing of streets and alleyways
on the recommendation of Charles
Norman, an attorney for the Indian
Health Care Resource Center.

Norman said the neighborhood clin-
ic at Fifth Street and Peoria Avenue
has plans to expand and nearly dou-
ble its work force, creating a campus
environment on land it bought that
had been occupied by dilapidated
houses.

Norman said he will ask the City
Council to close a section of the
street but that he doesn’t want to be
at odds with the infill plan, which now
becomes part of the city’s comprehen-
sive plan that sets a framework for
development of the metropolitan area.

The Sixth Street Infill Plan recom-
mends that new development should
use existing lots, streets and alley-
ways. The commission added the
words “whenever and wherever possi-
ble.”

The plan also acknowledges that
the street grid will have to be
changed to accommodate parks,
ponds and paths. The commission
added “institutional uses” to language
in that part of the plan.

Jamie Jamieson, the developer of
The Village at Central Park, said the
changes were perfectly reasonable.

The plan was developed over the
past five years by property and busi-
ness owners, neighborhood residents
and city officials from the departments
of Park and Recreation, Urban Devel-
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Killer claims a dozen more slayings

for a possible role in the disappearance of 16-
year-olds Ashley Freeman and Lauria Bible of
Welch.

Freeman and Bible haven’t been seen since
December 1999, when Ashley’s parents, Danny
and Kathy Freeman, were found slain in the
smoldering ruins of the family’s mobile home
in Welch. Lauria had spent the night with her
friend.

He was investigated in con-
nection with the disappearance
of two Welch teenagers.

By Garry MiTCHELL
Associated Press

MOBILE, Ala. — Jeremy Bryan Jones, a sus-

pected serial killer who was convicted of rap-

ing and murdering an Alabama woman, has ad-
mitted at least 12 more slayings in four other
states since 1992, officials said Wednesday.

“He enjoyed raping and Kkilling,” Mobile

County Sheriff's Detective Paul Burch said.

Jones, 32, of Miami, OKla., faces a possible

death penalty Dec.

1 on his Oct. 28 capital

murder conviction for the Kkilling of Lisa Marie

Nichols, 44, of rural
methamphetamine.

Turnerville while high on

In Oklahoma, Jones has been investigated

reach city editor Wayne Greene at:

Craig County, Okla., Sheriff Jimmie Sooter
said Jones told him in an interview months ago
at a Mobile jail that he shot Ashley’s parents,
torched the trailer and then posed as a rescuer
when the 16-year-olds fled the flames.

In June, however, Jones recanted his story
about the Welch residents to the Joplin (Mo.)
Globe.

Jones also is charged with Kkilling a teenage
girl in Georgia and a woman in Louisiana.
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Jeremy Jones

The Miami, Okla.,
man faces a
possible death
penalty for Killing
an Alabama
woman.
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Ex-Tulsa restaurateur says
drug plot was news to him

By Davip HarPer
World Staff Writer

A Bartlesville businessman testified
Wednesday that he wasn’t part of a
marijuana conspiracy that prosecutors
say brought 1,100 pounds of the drug
to Tulsa in October 2001.

Alfredo Herrera, 61, testified at a
federal trial that he helped unload a
shipment he thought contained only
tiles at a storage location next to a
Tulsa restaurant he operated at the
time.

Herrera said he didn’t know that
marijuana had been trucked in with
the tile until officers arrived and be-
gan opening the cargo.

An indictment that was unsealed in
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July 2004 in federal court in Tulsa ac-
cused Herrera and two of his brothers
of conspiring to import and distribute
marijuana and of plotting to launder
the drug money.

Authorities believe that Roberto
Herrera, who is in his mid-50s, is still
in Mexico.

Charges against Esteban Herrera,
62, were dropped in December.

David Antonio Romero, 33, and Lor-
ena Aide Miranda, 32, both pleaded
guilty last year to helping Alfredo
Herrera structure financial dealings to
avoid reporting requirements that ap-
ply to transactions of $10,000 or more.

The two, who are scheduled to be
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