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CH EF: And he's going to nmake sure

everything is being picked up on the mke and

recording things that are said here. |Is that right?

You do all that?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  That's right.

CHEF. In case -- you know, we've had
neeti ngs before where people see a crowd or
sonething's going on and they cone in the
buil ding and they really don't know what's goi ng
on. They just see a crowd and they want to go a
neet i ng.

SO0 in case you don't knowwhat this
neeting's about, it is to discuss with you and to
receive fromyou your input with regard to a
decision that the Wldlife Departnment has to make
regardi ng stocking trout in Spring Greek in
nort heast Ckl ahona.

And this was a request that came to us
froma private trout angling group who have
requested permssion fromour director to stock
trout in the Spring Oeek; okay. That's what we
intend to tal k about.

There are other mneetings that we have

schedul ed besides this one tonight. W wll have
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1 neetings -- two other neetings. One tonorrow

2 ni ght in Miskogee at the Miuskogee |ibrary.

3 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER.  Yeah. Public

4 l'i brary.

5 CHEF. Public library. And also

6 Thursday night at Locust G-ove in the comunity

7 center; okay. They'll all begin at 7:00 o'cl ock.

8 VW're going to try to get out of here tonight -- if it
9 goes this long at 8:45. W've got to be out of here
10 by 9:00. So | think if we can start filing out
11 about 8:45 and conpl ete our business, that's what
12 we need to do; okay.
13 Like | said, the reason for the neeting is
14 to get your input on this issue. And there are
15 sone handouts that we've provided you with sone
16 information on them W have a tape recorder
17 here that we would |like to record your coments,
18 your voice comrents, if you would care to do that.
19 And if you would like to come and speak
20 to get your conments on record, you can do it that
21 way. O if you would rather not, we have
22 handouts that will be going out here right now
23 PAUL: Basically we have forns for
24 witten conments.
25 CH EF: Forns where you can fill in and
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wite your comments. You can do both, if you

would like to. W don't care. W just want to get
your comments regarding this issue.

(An inaudi bl e statenent was nade.)

CH EF. Now, if for sone reason, you
know, others that couldn't nmake it tonight and
you know they nay want to have sone input into
this issue, they can wite us at the Wldlife
Departnent. We'll take witten comments, E-mail
all through the week up till Friday the 22nd.

What we will do with these comments is
that we'll incorporate theminto the other
i nformation that we in the departnment will use to
eval uate the request, biological information we
have, other information that has focused in on
trout stocking in Spring Creek to make a deci si on.
And we'll try to do that as soon as possible, nmake
t hat decision after we get these neetings over and
try to nake a deci sion as soon as possible, one
way or the other. But, hopefully, no later than
the end of the nonth. That's our -- that's our
I ntent.

Just so that we -- we need sone ground
rules, | think, if you don't mnd. And, hopefully,
this is agreeable to the group. | think with the
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1 time allotted and the nunber of people here, if we
2 coul d keep your comments to sonewhere around
3 three to five mnutes each tine so that we coul d
4 al | ow everyone who had anything they would |ike
5 to say an opportunity to say it. After you' re done,
6 you can sit down. Soneone el se can speak. And
7 then after everybody has spoken on the issue, they
8 would like to stand up and say nore, they can do
9 It again. In other words, just trying to give

10 everybody the opportunity to have input as |ong as

11 they took the tinme to cone.

12 VW woul d |i ke, while sonmeone has the

13 floor, that the individual not be interrupted or

14 di sturbed in any manner whil e they' re speaking.

15 If you have sonmething to say, you can get those

16 coments out the next tinme you stand up.

17 VW' re happy to answer any questions that

18 we can to the best of our ability about this issue.

19 However, this is not neant to be a debate. W

20 want to hear fromyou and get your input as to

21 how you feel about this issue; okay.

22 Those are basically the ground rul es that

23 | think we could live with. |Is everybody agreeabl e

24 tothat? Ckay. | didn't introduce Doug Frazier,

25 gane warden in Gsage County, al so one of our
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| i eut enant supervisors, has agreed to be here

today or tonight and thank himfor comng. Thank
you all for com ng.

Let nme start by giving a brief background
of things that have led up to and information that
you m ght not know about this issue. Later on |'l]|
ask Paul to give a little bit nore information
about a study that we did. And then I'll ask
Randy | ater to give you sone information on the
| atest fisheries data that we have with regard to
Spring Creek.

Ckay. In Cctober of 1998 the depart nent
recei ved a request fromthe Spring Creek anglers
club -- angling club for perm ssion to stock
privately purchased trout into Spring Creek in
nort heast Okl ahoma. The club had | eased the
fishing access rights to Spring Creek froma
private | andowner. The state, however --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Coul d you tel
where that area is, please.

CH EF: \Where the club has its | ease?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yeah.

CH EF:. Paul, could you speak to that.

PAUL: Sure. That | ease was near the

Rolling Ranch store north of Beggs. And it was on
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1 the Rolling Ranch property.

2 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Upst r eam

3 from82 bridge?

4 PAUL: Basically upstream Sore

5 downstream also. Mostly upstream

6 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  How many

7 mles of creek was invol ved?

8 PAUL:  Two.

9 CH EF: Thank you.
10 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER.  Thank you.
11 CH EF. Ckay. Yes, sir. Wen you nake
12 your comrents on points here, we're going to ask
13 you if you would -- and want to be recorded, to try
14 to maybe cone up closer, grab the mke and first
15 gi ve us your nane and then give us your coment;
16 okay.
17 Al right. So we had the request for
18 permssion -- no. W had a request to stock the
19 trout. And by state statute, state statute requires
20 that any person who wants to stock fish in any
21 public waters in Ckl ahoma nust get approval from
22 the director of our agency. That is in the state
23 statute. Qur wildlife commssion has no authority
24 to give permssion, only the wildlife director. So
25 the staff gives its recommendation to the director
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1 and the director nmakes a deci sion.
2 So after we got this and follow ng onsite
3 i nspection and a review of the literature that we
4 had rel ative to stocking trout in warm water
5 streans and | ooking at all the biological concerns
6 t hat surrounded this type of stocking, we had
7 neetings wth representative stake hol ders about
8 the issue and those were both stake hol ders who
9 approved or agreed with the stocking and those
10 who were opposed to the stocking.
11 And after we reviewed that all back in
12 1998, the staff wth the Wldlife Departnent
13 recomended that the director deny the request
14 until such tinme as a study could be conducted to
15 address the concerns related to stocking trout
16 Into a streamcontaining -- containing native fish
17 and genetically distinct and geographically unique
18 popul ati ons of small-nouth bass; okay.
19 That three-year research study was
20 initiated in April, 1999; and it was -- the purpose
21 was to eval uate rai nbow trout stockings on native
22 fishes in northeast Oklahoma, Ozark stream And
23 because we didn't want to use Spring Creek as the
24 test sanple, we noved it to another stream Brush
25 Creek in Del aware County.
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And 1'mgoing to ask Paul to give you a

brief summary of what the results were of that
study; okay.

PAUL: Thank you, Chief. M nane's Paul
Bal kenbush. |'mw th the Ckl ahona Depart nent
of Wldlife Conservation, and | act as -- one of the
hats | wear is the streans program coordi nator.
And we started our streans nanagenent program
in 1998.

It's one of the newest prograns in our
fisheries division. And since that tine it's started
fromjust one person in an office with not much to
work with and it's grown now to where we have a
fully staffed streans nanagenent crew in the
northeast part of the state where Spring Oreek is.
And we' ve been quite involved with Spring O eek
ever since the program began.

Sone of the things we do is sanple fish
in the northeast part of the state. e of the
streans we sanpl ed every year since the program
began was Spring O eek. And we've al so
conducted two denonstration projects on how to
stabilize stream banks, which is one of the
concerns on Spring Oeek froma fisheries

nmanagenent perspective and also a little bit of
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1 streamrestoration.

2 And both of the projects -- in fact, the
3 only two restoration projects we've worked on in

4 t he northeast part of the state were on Spring

5 Creek. We've had the good fortune of working on

6 Spring Creek quite a bit and in dealing wth sone
7 of the constituents up there that |live on the

8 stream and have been a part of that stream

9 ecosystemfor their lives. And it's been a really
10 good experi ence.

11 W began the study that the chief told
12 you about based on the concerns about the

13 potential to introduce trout into Spring Creek

14 froma private angling club. The Spring Creek

15 angling club. The study was conducted fromthe

16 Ckl ahoma Departnent of Fish and Wlidlife

17 Research. And it was not a consensus anong the

18 | andowners on Spring Creek at our neeting to

19 conduct the study on Spring Creek itself. But
20 rather we found a surrogate streamthat was an
21 Ozark stream That is one that has clear, cool
22 base | ow spring water even during dry periods, as
23 Spring Creek does. And that was conducted up on
24 Brush Creek in the northern part of Ckl ahona.
25 In that study it was conducted over three
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1 years, there was several significant findings. And
2 It was up to the researchers to interpolate that
3 because the streans were conmon in nature at
4 | east to the extent that they knew at the tine that
5 the findings on Brush Creek could be simlar to
6 what one m ght expect on Spring O eek.
7 Several things were found. W | ooked at
8 four objectives. The first objective was to
9 evaluate the trout performance by estinmating
10 novenent, habitat, use and survival of trout that
11 were stocked in Brush Creek. These trout, once
12 t hey were stocked, they weren't fished for. So
13 there really wasn't a | ot of take or harvest going
14 on by anglers. They were just stocked. And the
15 researchers wanted to | ook and see what the
16 | npact woul d be of those trout on the fish
17 community in Brush Creek.
18 The second objective of the study was to
19 eval uate the native fish conposition. That is
20 | ooki ng at the whole community of fish. Not just
21 one fish in particular, but the native fish that
22 naturally live in Brush Creek. There were no
23 exotics found in Brush Creek. So it was just the
24 fish that have al ways been there and the fish that
25 are there today. And we wanted to | ook and see
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1 how native fish would react after trout were

2 I ntroduced into Brush O eek.

3 The third objective was to evaluate the

4 smal | -mout h bass and shadow bass abundance,

5 novenent and condition before and after trout

6 introduction. Condition just means how heal t hy

7 the fishis. If afishis -- is of the proper length
8 and weight, then it's considered to be in good

9 condition. If it's skinny for its length, for
10 exanpl e, you mght consider it to be in poor
11 condi ti on.
12 So we wanted to | ook at that as an
13 I ndi cator of how trout m ght inpact ‘those
14 popul ati ons of small-nouth bass and shadow bass.
15 And the fourth objective was to conpare
16 food habits of trout with small-nouth bass,
17 shadow bass and blue gill sunfish to determ ne
18 diet overlap and conpetition. That is, did trout
19 conpete for the food that those three species of
20 native fish eat naturally. D d they eat those fish
21 and conpete with those native fish for the food
22 Itens that were available in Brush O eek.
23 The study was conpleted in 2003. [|I'm
24 going to give you a brief sumrary of the results.
25 Really there's several points | want to make. So




DEPT OF WILDLIKE

MEETING October 19, 2004

© 00 N o o b~ wWw N Pk

N DD DSOS DMDSS P PP PP~ R PR PR
oo A W N P O ©O 0O N O OO b W N +— O

Page 13
one of the best ways | know how to do it is to just

read to you the high points that we found in the
st udy.

From obj ecti ve nunber one, | ooking at
trout performance by estimating novenent,
habi tat, use and survival we found sone
I nteresting things that we believe to be key in the
deci sion that was nade. One i s over-sumrer
survival. That is the trout to survive past
Wi ntertine into the summer and throughout
summer was found to be | ow because of the high
stream t enper at ur es.

There was not suitable cold water refuge
in Brush Creek or at |east none was found during
the studies for us to see trout carrying over all
the way through the warm summer nonths. |t just
sinply got too warm Trout are a cold water fish,
and they require cool tenperatures. And once the
tenperature get up into the upper 70s, you start
seeing trout nortality.

The researchers concluded there's little
chance the rainbow trout would establish a
nat ural i zed popul ation in Brush Creek or simlar
creeks in the region. Naturalized neani ng that

they would stay in the creek and they would
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reproduce in the creek and just becone a part of

the stream systemin Brush Creek. And they
found that that woul dn't happen in Brush Creek or
simlar streans to Brush Creek.

They did not rule out, however, the
possi bility that these trout could over-summer
and survive year round in sonme of the |arger
streans in northeastern Gkl ahoma; okay. Streans
(i naudi bl e) than what they | ooked at which was
Brush Creek.

They did see that sonme trout disbursed
t hrough the system In other words, they noved
fromthe stocking site at tines. But nost of the
trout that were stocked stayed at the stocking
site; okay. There wasn't nuch novenent found;
all right. They nostly stayed where they were
st ocked, but occasionally sone did nove. And
that was nost of the tine during high water
peri ods.

They did tell us that the novenent of
stock trout in larger streans, streans |arger than
Brush Creek was a possibility. They couldn't
really speak to that because they only | ooked at
Brush Creek.

They found that the condition of trout
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decreased after they were stocked and that the

total nortality of the trout that were stocked was
hi gh and woul d even be higher (inaudible). To
address those points, neaning they decreased

after stock, they began to not be shown up in
sanples imedi ately after they were stocked and
subsequent tines that they sanpled after that the
nunber of fish that they found decreased.

| f there was take, in other words harvest
people fishing for them they said that that
carryover where the nunber of fish over tine after
t hey were stocked would even be |l ess. But they
found that the nortality was high or death of
trout was high.

The researchers concluded that the
limted short-term stocking would be unlikely to
have any |long-terminpacts on Ozark stream
systens. And that's basically because they found
once you put themin, they begin to imedi ately
di sappear fromthe systemand they didn't
oversummer. So if you stock fish on a short-term
basis, there would not be long-terminpacts on
t he ecol ogy of the creek.

In the second objective, if you'll

renenber it was to evaluate the native fish
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1 conposition before and after trout introductions.

2 The researchers found the follow ng highlights.

3 They found that the trout may i npact

4 species structure in pool habitats. The reason

5 why they say pool habitats is because that's the

6 only place they found trout of any consequence

7 after they stocked them They did not occupy

8 riffles. They did not occupy run habitats. But

9 t hey occupi ed pools. Those are the three nmjor

10 stream habi tats (i naudible).

11 They al so found that the abundance of

12 smal | - nrout h bass and shadow bass was negatively

13 correlated with high densities of trout; okay. In
14 ot her words, once you stocked -- the higher the

15 density of trout that were stocked in the pool, the
16 fewer small-nouth bass and shadow bass you

17 woul d fi nd.

18 So apparently -- they didn't say that the
19 smal | -mout h bass and shadow bass would die. It
20 just was a displacenent. The density overall
21 remai ned about the sane of those fish in the study
22 reached as a whole, that they woul d nove out of
23 t he pool habitats to sonme degree, the higher the
24 nunber of trout that were stocked.
25 They did indicate that the changes in the
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1 conposition in pool habitats of these trout could

2 have been contributed to environnental barriers

3 such as (inaudible) or localized stream

4 tenperatures in conbination with the trout

5 stocking. Over three years and all the

6 Interactions that are found in streamsystens, it's
7 hard to put your finger on the exact cause when

8 you just | ook at things over that short anount of

9 tinme, three-year study. So they didn't want to
10 really put their finger on exactly why that was.
11 They did indicate that |ong-term
12 noni toring was necessary to determ ne how trout

13 I ntroductions and environnental factors working

14 together can contribute to fish assenbling

15 changes after trout stocking.

16 As | said earlier, they did find the trout
17 used pool habitats exclusively. That's the only

18 pl ace they were found. Not in ripples and not in
19 runs.
20 They did not see any inpacts on native
21 fishinripple habitats. And they could not state
22 concl usi vel y whet her trout stocking negatively
23 affected native fish assenbled in Brush O eek;
24 okay. Even though they | ooked at it for three
25 years, they didn't feel |ike they had concl usive
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enough information to tal k about significant

changes to the native fish assenblage in the
ext ended Brush Creek system

As far as objective nunber three is
concerned, to remind you it was to evaluate
smal | -mout h and shadow bass abundance. That's
how many there are out there in the system
Movenent and conditi on, how heavy they are.

Before and after trout introduction. The results
fromobjective three were that overall trout did
not appear to have any negative inpact on
novenent patterns, condition (inaudible).

They didn't see that throughout the study
reached that they affected novenent of the native
spore fish population and the condition of these
fish was not inpacted. In other words, the
condition of the fish, they were as heavy as they
were for their length before and after trout
I ntroduction over a three-year process.

And, lastly, in objective nunber 4, they
were to conpare the food habits of trout with
smal | - nout h bass, shadow bass and bl ue gill
sunfish to determ ne diet overlap and conpetition.
W wanted to see if trout ate the sane things as

the native spore fish in Brush Creek. And if they
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1 did, did we feel like that conpetition would
2 negatively inpact the native fish comunity.
3 And the objective four results indicated
4 that the conpetition for food resources did not
5 occur between trout stock and the snall-nouth
6 bass, shadow bass and blue gill. They did find the
7 trout diet nore overlapped with species that relied
8 on snakes. Really what they found was -- and this
9 I s common t hroughout other research on this
10 I ssue -- is that trout that are stocked froma
11 hat chery into an natural systemlike Brush Creek,
12 It takes thema while to swtch over to the natural
13 food itens.
14 And what they found in their gut was
15 rocks, |eaves, twigs, cigarette butts, things of
16 that nature. And it's a little bit hunorous. But
17 what it boils down to is that they are fed for so
18 | ong and raised on pellets and food and that's
19 what they're trained to do.
20 COver tinme these fish may switch over to
21 natural food itens, as you'll see later in our
22 presentation. But in the short tinme they were in
23 Brush Creek before they experienced nortality
24 fromthe high sunmer water tenperatures, they
25 did not swtch over to natural food itens so they
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did not negatively conpete with the natives for
food itens in Brush O eek.

W are probably getting towards Randy's
portion of the discussion. And that is to talk
about what we found since the permt was issued
based on the results that were found in the study.
After the study was done, the WIdlife Departnent
concl uded the short-termand | ocalized stockings
were not likely to have long-terminpacts on (ezark
st ream syst ens.

Sone credi bl e biological concerns did
exi st in the study because there were several
times that the results that were found in the

study that they were inconclusive and they were

not wlling to put their foot out far enough to say,

"This is going to happen,” or, "This is not going to

happen. "

But none of the concerns that they
denonstrated were significant enough for the
WIldlife Departnment to have a bl anket denial on
trout stockings in (zark streamsystens. There
was nothing out there that was really tangibl e
enough to voice a strong enough concern for us to
say it should never have happened in any Qzark

stream

Page 20
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So based on that infornation, the

&l ahorma Departnent of Wldlife -- basically the
peopl e you see here and sone others --

recommended to the director that a trout be --
permt be issued in Novenber of 2003. A very
limted stocking on Spring Creek that was 746
pounds per mle of |eased stream As you heard
fromour chief, it was a two-mle stretch of |eased
stream near the Rolling Ranch.

After those two mles of streamwere
stocked -- they were stocked twice -- once early in
the fall and once later in the wnter, which is
really early in 2004, we began to | ook at, as
prom sed, the inpacts or the potential inpacts of
t hose introduced trout on Spring Creek. W did
that through a series of surveys. And what | want
Randy Hi ghland to do -- he's the northeast
streans biologist -- is to tell you about what we
found in those surveys since those trout have been
stocked. These surveys were conducted j ust
recently over the past three or four nonths.

CH EF: Can everybody hear all right?

RANDY: Just go ahead and rai se your
hand or sonmething if you're in the back and can't

hear nme. |'ll speak up even louder. First of all,
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has everybody had a chance to sign in with the

sign-in sheet? Has everybody got copies of the
handout s?

For those that have the handouts al ready,
you can kind of turn back here to page nunber 3.
Lot of the results fromwhat we have found this
summer are listed there. 1'mprobably not going
to cover every single point in there, but I'll try to
get the gist of what we found out to you; and you
can read into it alittle bit nore.

Real |y, you know, there were still some
bi ol ogi cal concerns out there, particularly, you
know, the study was done in a different stream
and it wasn't necessarily done in Spring O eek.

And we wanted to go in and nake sure, try to get
sone information to see basically if the trout were
survi ving through the sumrer nonths and if they
shifted their diets to natural prey itens.

VW al so wanted to ook into sone of the
reasons -- possible reasons why the trout may
have survived through this summer. And what we
did was we used the conbination of electrofishing
surveys and sone scuba diving in sone of the deep
hol es primarily through August and Septenber

this nmonth -- or this year.
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1 | n August we went out and we did

2 el ectrofishing in two of the deeper holes. One was
3 at the stocking site. Another one was j ust

4 downstream fromthere. And in the mddle of

5 August we ended up collecting 14 trout.

6 W al so | ooked at sone water

7 tenperatures at the tine. The water tenperatures
8 were below legal limts of those fish in August.

9 And we al so wanted to | ook at sonme of the

10 i nportant diets to see if they were eating natural
11 prey itens.

12 So of those 14 fish we used sone

13 exanples fromthem took sanples back to the | ab,
14 sorted them identified them And we -- the ones
15 t hat had contents in their stomach we went ahead
16 and kind of categorized themas either eating fish,
17 I nverts, crayfish, nonfood itens kind of |ike what
18 Paul nentioned. They had twigs or |leaves in their
19 st omachs.
20 And then we went ahead, and we basically
21 measured the volunme and the content of each of
22 t hose categories and determ ned the percentage of
23 their diet by volunme that the trout had to eat.
24 W were also interested in | ooking at
25 conditions of fish. As Paul nentioned, in the
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1 previ ous studi es once they're stocked, they

2 generally don't eat a lot of natural prey itens.

3 Body condition tends to becone worse through

4 time. So we were also interested in determning

5 what conditions the fish were in.

6 The results of our studies basically

7 i ndi cated that in August, | believe, we had trout

8 that were present that had survived through that

9 period. W went back in Septenber with our

10 scuba diving gear. And at that tine we only found
11 five trout. And they were all |ocated in one pool.
12 During our scuba surveys, we surveyed

13 seven different pools up and downstreamfromthe

14 stocking site. The only place that we found trout
15 was at the actual stocking site during those

16 surveys.

17 Qur diet analysis revealed that 13 of the
18 14 fish that were coll ected had been eating

19 natural prey itens and about 67 percent of their
20 di et was conprised of fish. Kind of surprisingly,
21 every single one of those fish that were found were
22 bi g-eye shiners. That was the only species that
23 were found in the stomachs of trout.
24 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Say t hat
25 again. |'msorry.
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1 RANDY: As far as the percent? |Is that
2 what you' re aski ng?
3 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Yeah.
4 RANDY: About 67 percent of the stonach
5 contents overall out of all 14 -- well, it was
6 actually -- let nme back up. Thirteen out of the 14
7 fish that we collected had stonmach sanples. And
8 67 percent of that total was fish by volume. And
9 t he next hi ghest --
10 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  So you had
11 only one fish out of 14 with an enpty stomach?
12 RANDY: Yes. And it ranged -- you know,
13 sone of themjust had a couple insects in their
14 stomachs and others were full of, you know,
15 different types of -- whether it's fish or snails or
16 crayfish, kind of varied between each fi sh.
17 Snai | s nade up about 13 percent of the
18 volune in the stonmach sanples that we coll ected.
19 That was foll owed by crayfish of about 4 percent,
20 i nvert ebrates about 3 percent and then anot her
21 about 9 percent of the itens in the stomach were
22 nonfood itens, mainly | eaves and (i naudible).
23 Wien we | ooked at the body conditi on,
24 the fish were on average -- average of 14 fish, al
25 of themwere in -- they were in excellent condition
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as a whol e.

W al so wanted to know i f the water
tenperatures were sufficiently cool enough
t hrough August and Septenber for the trout to
survive. So back on July 30th we went out and
put in these little tenperature | oggers about the
size of a quarter.

You put themin the stream and they wll
automatically record water tenperature. And we
set those |oggers to record tenperature every
hour. And they were triggered to start at m dni ght
of the first of August and we pulled themat the
end of Septenber.

And basically our -- the data that we got
back fromthat showed the water tenperatures
t hrough those two nont hs peaked out about 75, 76
degrees at the stocking site. And they didn't stay
at those high tenperatures for an extended peri od
of time. You know, they would be up there for
three or four hours; and they woul d cool back off
In the evening. And then there m ght be another
peak the next day.

So that sort of got us thinking, well, is
that sonething that's always going to happen; or

Is that sonmething that's just associated with the
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ki nd of unusually cool and wet summer that we've

had.

So what we did after that is we went and
got sone information from Mezonet station in
Tahl equah whi ch records all kinds of variables on
weat her conditions, precipitation, soil
tenperatures, air tenperatures.

And we wanted to | ook at sone of that
I nformation to be -- | don't want to say it's going
to tell us whether or not trout would be able to
survive future years. But it would give us an
I ndi cati on of whether or not weather conditions
were significantly different this year conpared to
-- what we did was | ook at an average for the |ast
10 years.

And when we did that, we found that
average air tenperatures, soil tenperatures, a | ot
of the variables associated with the natural
envi ronnent were significantly [ owered in June,
July and August of this year conpared to nost
years.

Now, again, that doesn't tell us, per se,
that this was so unusual that trout aren't going to
survive next year or they wll. But that |eads us

I nto sone nore questions that we need to | ook at
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1 down the road basically.

2 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Excuse ne.

3 Randy, excuse me. | thought you said the peak

4 tenperature at the pool was better than 74

5 degr ees.

6 RANDY: About 74 to 76.

7 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  And that was

8 in July?

9 RANDY: Yeah. July and Septenber.
10 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  And didn't the
11 | aw say anything that goes to 70 degrees is |egal
12 limt for trout.
13 PAUL: Wy upper 70s.
14 RANDY: Wen you get into the mddle
15 70s, if it stays at those tenperatures for extended
16 periods of time of time, say a week or two weeks,
17 then we would start to be concerned at those
18 levels. If they just peak for alittle bit and then
19 drop back off, they can -- they can survive those
20 short periods of -- of elevated tenperatures.
21 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER ~ (kay.
22 CH EF: Yes.
23 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Aren't you
24 assum ng that they can find these spring hol es, et
25 cetera. You said you did not sanple riffles or
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1 runs.

2 RANDY: R ght.

3 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  And ny

4 experience is that's where | caught the majority of
5 the rai nbows. Sone out of the holes, but nore out

6 of the deep runs.

7 RANDY: Yeah. | nean, | guess we

8 sanpl ed pools, larger pools and as far as you

9 could go with our equi prment, you know, either on
10 the upper or lower end. W basically went to
11 ri ppl es where you couldn't go any farther because
12 you' re basically on ground.
13 PAUL: That included run habitat.
14 RANDY: Yeah, it did. It included pools
15 and runs, basically riffle toriffle is what we did
16 our sanple from
17 And along the lines of thermal refuge type
18 areas, when we did sone of our student surveys,
19 we took water tenperatures clear down on the
20 bottom some of the deepest holes that we could
21 find, you know, down about 10 feet in a couple of
22 areas to look at -- see if there's any difference in
23 wat er tenperature, you know, clear to the bottom
24 as conpared to, say, the mddle of the water
25 colum. And in the holes where we did that, we
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didn't see really any change in water tenperature.

CH EF: Randy, why don't you finish up
with your last point here. And then let's start
getting the comments from fol ks.

RANDY: Sure. Last thing that we did,
we' ve been doing this for the last -- you know,
since 2000 every fall. W conduct or annual
el ectrofishing surveys. Basically to | ook at sport
fi sh abundances and conditions. And we just
recently conpleted that.

And the majority of our sport fish
popul ations were real simlar to the years in the
past. In fact, our small-nouth-bass popul ati ons
were quite a bit higher this year than what they
have been in the |ast few years.

| think sonme of that could be attributed
to sonme of the lower flows and | think sone of the
fish were nore concentrated. W had a coupl e of
pools that we typically sanpled that we filled in a
little bit with gravel and kind of narrowed down.
But overall the fish -- the sport fish popul ations
were real simlar, if not slightly higher on
smal | - mout h bass, anyway, this year as conpared
to the | ast three years.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How far down
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did you guys sanple fromthe 82 bridge?

RANDY: This year we -- the farthest
down we went this year was, oh, just a little over
a mle. Probably not quite two mles.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Did you neke
it to Snake Creek, where it confluences Snake
Creek? Do you know where that is?

RANDY: Just upstream

PAUL: Yeah. Just upstream fromthat.
We actually did sonme of our scuba surveys right in
t hat area, too.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: D d you say
upstream from Snake Creek's as far as you went?

RANDY: As far as we went downstream

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How far -- |
didn't understand what you said. You went down
-- he said where Snake Creek confluence was.
Were you above that or belowit on --

RANDY: Everything was above that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you agree
that there were basically three floods on Spring
Creek? One hunongous, one big and one so-so.

RANDY:  Yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | caught trout

a mle and a half below twin bridges at Ballew
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RANDY: Really.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That's by
river, not by road.

RANDY:  Sure.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | woul d say a
mle, mle and a half max, mle and a quarter. So
did they ever relocate during that high water?
They really fanned out downstream

RANDY: W haven't -- we didn't see any
I n our surveys either upstreamor down -- well,
actually we seen them goi ng downstream And
that was the only place that we seen trout other
than at the stocking site. But - I'msure sone of
them you know, probably went downstream a
little bit.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Bunch of them
went downstream

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: \Where was
your stocking site?

RANDY: The stocking site was right there
around the highway at 82 bridge.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght at the
bridge. GCkay. Al right.

CH EF. Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'ve got sone
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1 guestions. Are they -- did you only allow

2 rai nbows?

3 RANDY:  Yes.

4 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And they were

5 not a hybrid rai nbow.

6 RANDY:  No.

7 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And is that

8 all you plan on allow ng, or are brown trout

9 possi bl e?

10 RANDY: That's what's been requested in
11 the permt is rai nbow

12 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. So if

13 t hey request the brown trout, wll we do all this
14 agai n or what?

15 RANDY: As far as.

16 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: A st udy.

17 RANDY: That woul d have to be sonet hi ng
18 t hat we woul d have to take into consideration.

19 Especially since the brown trout typically survive
20 -- or can survive a little bit warnmer water

21 tenperatures. They're typically alittle bit nore
22 aggressive predators than the rai nbow, al so.

23 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: What's the

24 flow at Brush Creek?

25 RANDY: Flows? W don't have any
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stream readi ngs on Spring Creek.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: \What woul d
you esti nmate?

RANDY: But Spring Creek is significantly
| arger, probably a little bit nore flow than --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Li ke ten tines
| ar ger ?

RANDY:  No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | don't know.

RANDY: Twi ce, max. Tw ce, naybe. |
don't know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Brush spring
has a | ot of subsurface flow

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And then --

CHEF: | don't knowif we're picking up
your questions, and | would like to. So if you
woul d, if you wouldn't m nd standi ng naybe and --
or maybe even -- or maybe we can repeat the
guestion. Mybe that would --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Just repeat
t he questi on.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: They al so
need to identify thenselves either as -- in sone
form

CHEF. W were going to do that with
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1 the cooments. These are kind of questions so --

2 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER |s there any

3 -- are there any rare species in Spring Oeek? |

4 nean, m nnows or any other type species?

5 PAUL: There are sone records. Do you

6 remenber what --

7 CH EF: Yeah. There's -- the Arkansas

8 darter is one species that is given what they call a
9 speci al concerned enphasis by the U S. Fi sh and
10 Wldlife. It's not threatened. There are no
11 t hreat ened or endangered speci es.
12 But they have a classification for the
13 Arkansas darter that says we need nore -- it's not
14 I n abundance that we can put it on an endangered
15 species list, and they need to gather nore data on
16 it to know how bad off it is. But it's not -- there
17 are no threatened or endangered species in Spring
18 G eek right now.
19 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER |s this
20 stocking limted to specific areas, or can anybody
21 al ong Spring O eek now stock trout?
22 PAUL: No. It's limted to the site where
23 the permt is for, and anybody el se that wanted to
24 stock trout would have to go through the sane
25 pr ocess.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Just apply for

a permt?

PAUL: Yeah. They would have to apply.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |s there any
publ i c access?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Negati ve.

PAUL:  No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Absol utel y
not. You' ve got to do alot of PRto get on Spring
Cr eek.

PAUL:  Yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: A | ot of PR
O get your wallet out.

PAUL:  Yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wi ch
apparently this group that you identify as an
angl ers group has gotten their wallet out. Wich
rai ses the question of whether we're tal ki ng about
a kind of elitismhere.

CHEF. | want to get those comments
fromyou when we all have opportunity for
coments. |f you've got questions regarding the
things that we were tal ki ng about here, let's get
t hose out of the way first. Yes, sir.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'ve got two
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1 guestions. |'mRobin Sade and |I'm a | andowner.

2 What is the tenperature of Spring Geek in

3 rel ationship to Brush G eek?

4 PAUL: It is simlar, actually. Let ne see
5 iIf I've got -- | mght have -- in fact, I mght have
6 sone graphs with ne that | can show you what

7 they are.

8 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER | think it's

9 significantly col der than 75.

10 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER.  Brush O eek

11 or Spring O eek?

12 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Spring O eek.

13 PAUL: The information we have depends

14 on what tine of day. It will go -- fromin August
15 and Septenber it will drop -- or it will go from--
16 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER Vel I, | -- |

17 know what it is there. Very cold.

18 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER Do you t ake

19 t he tenperature when you go fishing?

20 RANDY: As a matter of fact, we put in

21 five -- five of those loggers all up and down the
22 stream

23 PAUL: W have tenperature data that's

24 taken hourly; okay. Al summer |ong.

25 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER. I n Spring
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Cr eek?

PAUL: In Spring Creek. And what you'll
see is water tenperatures fluctuates as the day
goes on where water tenperature will warmup and
cool down as the 24-hour day cycles.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | j ust
wondered. You' ve quoting your study at Brush
Creek at 75 degrees.

RANDY: No. We're saying Spring Creek.
The data we collected this summer.

PAUL: He's giving you maxi mum
tenperatures for Spring Creek. The information
he gave you is maxi num tenper at ur es.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Ckay.

Anot her question is how nuch did this study cost
t he taxpayers of Ckl ahoma?

CHIEF: | can answer that. Yes or no.

PAUL: No. You talking about the study
or what we --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: No. You've
been working on this Spring Creek trout thing for
three years now, five years now.

CH EF: R ght. The OSU study that was
done on Brush Creek cost --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wi ch was at
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1 the request of the anglers; right?

2 CH EF: No, no. That was our doing.

3 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That was your

4 doi ng?

5 CH EF. Yes. W needed to have that

6 type of information. And we --

7 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But you woul d

8 not have done it had this group not requested to

9 stock trout.

10 CH EF: Yeah. It was because we had the
11 request to stock the trout. W needed sone nore
12 -- to gather sone nore data on potential inpacts.
13 And there was very little available to us at the
14 time that would be specific to our situation in

15 Ckl ahoma so we wanted to do a study in

16 &I ahoma.

17 That -- that total cost for OSU was

18 $231, 000 of which it cost the Wldlife Departnent
19 100 and whatever -- 75 percent of that is 171, 000,
20 | think. 171,000 for that three-year study that
21 OSU did on Brush Creek.
22 The work that our guys are doing is work
23 that they do under our annual budgets with the
24 Wldlife Departnent. |It's not contracted, in other
25 wor ds.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | under st and.

PAUL: As far as the taxpayer burden,
there was no taxpayer -- State of Cklahoma
t axpayer burden. Either the study or our work.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Well, how can
you say that? W're paying your salaries. And
you' re out doi ng work.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Was it a
federal aid project?

PAUL: Yes, sir.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wl |, hey, who
pays the federal taxes? W did.

PAUL: What it is, ifl1 could just have a
nonent to explain that, unless the chief wants to.
Either way. Wiat that is is an excise tax pl aced
on hunting, fishing and outdoor goods that are
pur chased; okay. And that excise tax if you buy
not or boat fuels, fishing tackle and that sort of
thing, there's a small excise tax that goes to the
f ederal governnent.

And t he Gkl ahoma Departnent of Wldlife
gets a share of that based on how many fishing
| icenses we sell. And that is how that noney was
garnered to pay for this study.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But | guess
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nmy point is you' re spending tax revenues to

support a small group of anglers.

CH EF: Tax revenue. And fromthe fund,
the sport fishing restoration fund, the tax that he
was tal king about and |icense fees that anglers
pay with their |icense.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: There's al
sorts of good work to be done with the taxpayers
noney.

PAUL: But if you back up a little bit on
this at this point. And sone of this happened
before | even started working here. But | don't
know -- I'mgoing to tal k about -sone of the
background information. You know, this was a hot
| ssue back then.

And the original permts were denied
originally so that we could get nore information.
So these studies weren't necessarily done to help
a small group of people. They were -- | nean, they
were done basically to get nore information that
woul d hel p everybody. It wasn't done for one
group. | nean, we needed to have that
i nformation in order to make any decision on it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wl |, | don't

want to bel abor the point. But go ahead with your




DEPT OF WILDLIKE MEETING October 19, 2004

Page 42
1 -- I f anybody has questi ons.

2 CHEF. | believe this gentleman was

3 next .

4 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER M/ nane' s

5 Wade Biswell. | think you stated that -- or | think
6 Paul stated that you were -- you attenpted to do a
7 study on Spring Ceek, but that the | andowners

8 did not want to participate in that study and

9 that's why it was done on Brush O eek.
10 PAUL: Well, the issue was fromour first
11 public hearing back in -- not a hearing, but the
12 neeti ng anmong the constituents surroundi ng the
13 probl em was whet her or not we, the departnent,
14 was going to act on this first request back in '98.
15 And at that neeting one of the things
16 that came out is the constituents around Spring
17 Ceek that were at the neeting asked that if the
18 study was done, that we not conduct it on Spring
19 Ceek. So we found a surrogate streamthat was
20 anot her zark tributary to doit. And it was
21 actually done at a Boys Ranch and they wanted to
22 cooper ate (inaudible).
23 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER |s there --
24 has there been -- other than the el ectroshock
25 fishing that was done this summrer, has there been
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1 anyt hing new that woul d contraindi cate what the
2 original CBU study stated?
3 PAUL: It's an issue that we're working
4 with all the time. Randy and | and his group
5 there in the office, a lot of things have happened
6 in Spring Geek this year that didn't happen in
7 Brush CGreek the years of the study. Like the very
8 mld summer we had that have caused things to
9 becone nore conplex. And | -- he tal ked about
10 the 19 or so variables he | ooked at and all but two
11 or three of themshowed that things were
12 significantly different this year than in years
13 past .
14 So it's difficult to say whether this year
15 bei ng an anonmaly had enough of an inpact on the
16 water tenperature to inpact trout survival this
17 year conpared to a norrmal summer. One thing we
18 know about water tenperature is it takes a | ot of
19 energy to change it. And whether or not sone
20 cool er days and sone higher elevated rainfalls
21 woul d have a difference in water tenperature is
22 t he unknown. And that's sonmething we will find
23 out as we go.
24 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Ckay. Just
25 one followup. Is -- what's the inpact of the
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cattl e operations on the streamfl ow and how - -

the ecology that's in that stream since restoration
wor k' s bei ng done there already.

PAUL: Well, the cattle operations are
just one of the inpacts that's facing our Qzark
stream systens in the northeast part of the state.
There are several issues out there. Spring Creek
Is really not hidden fromany of those. Different
| and use practices, whether they be (inaudible) --
whet her they be (inaudible) for cattle grazing on
t he stream banks, whether it be (inaudible)
service, all of those things are have an inpact on
Spring Creek causing different channel instability
problens. And those are problens that are not
uncommon to any other Ozark stream

CH EF: M. Onen.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | want to

CH EF: Say your nane.

M5. OEN. My nane is Jennifer Onen
|'"'ma | andowner. M question is: How nmuch tine
Is the departnent -- how many man hours do you
estinmate that you' ve dedicated to this trout
project on Spring Creek since 19, what, 1998.

PAUL: | don't know how to answer that.
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1 You know, we cone to Spring CGeek as one of our

2 streans that we sanple pretty nuch every year in

3 the northeast part of Cklahoma. W al so do ot her

4 streans. W do the Illinois river, (inaudible)

5 creek with a lot of repetition. W do Flint Ceek.
6 M5. OEN |'mtal king about Spring

7 G eek. How nmuch tine -- how many man hours --

8 | mean, M. (inaudible) would know

9 admnistratively. | renmenber | read an estinate

10 onit at one tine. | knowthat typically if you all
11 cone out, how many nen will there be? Four?

12 Two?

13 PAUL: Typically two.

14 M5. OEN Typically two. Most

15 recently.

16 PAUL: Wen we saw you the ot her day,

17 there was four. (Inaudible) Usually when we're

18 doing el ectrician survey, there's two.

19 M5. ONEN So how nmany days a nonth

20 woul d you say you' ve been on Spring O eek over

21 t he past year?

22 CH EF: That woul d be a guess, M.

23 Onen. |If you would like that, we can accumul ate

24 that and give it to you. | just -- we just can't get
25 it to you right now.
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M. ONEN  Ckay.

CH EF. Yes, nma'am

M. PH LLIPS: Trish Phillips. 1've lived
on Spring Oreek for 18 years. And |I've nonitored
Spring Oeek. M question is: Wre trout
I ntroduced before permts were allowed and were
-- how many permts were allowed before --

CH EF. Everybody hear the question?

Al right. The question was: How nany

I nci dences or occurrences were there that trout
were stocked before the first time that the permt
was allowed. And what was the second part?

M5. PH LLIPS.: How nmany permts before
It took that you actually allowed the stocking.

CH EF: How many --

M5. PHLLIPS | mean, were there any
rejected permts?

CHEF. Wre there any rejected permts
prior to the one that we rejected for Spring C eek.
I's that your question? Gkay. |'Il try alittle bit
here and then you guys can hel p ne.

Trout have been stocked actually -- or
trout eggs have been put into Spring Oreek in our
records as early as 1970s. In the md 1970s by a
group called the Geen Country Fly Fishers.
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UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER G een Country

Fl y Fishers.

CHEF. And their project at the tine was
approved by the departnent for the purpose of
seeing if experinental stocking of eggs woul d
survive. And that project went through the '70s
and results fromthat, according to the club who
didit, said that the trout were hatched fromthe
eggs and trout were in the stream

VW don't have any records of our own of
-- We can't give you any nunbers or anything |ike
that except to say that this was docunented and it
was done back in the early ' 70s.

Since then all we knowis that trout were
stocked by the club in 1997. And in 1998 is when
we got involved with our application process. And
that's the first tinme that we had rejected. Prior to
that there was no application process in place.

And so that's the first time of the rejection

And now we're to the year after trout were
stocked in 2003, and they've conme wth anot her
request for stocking next year. O this year and
next year.

MB. PH LLIPS: Wat are the

consequences for stocking wthout permts or --
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and how nmuch does a permt cost?

CH EF. There's no cost to the permt.
You have to have a fishing license that is recorded
on the application. The other thing Randy can
hel p you here. He was afraid | was going to ask
you that. Stocking the fish in public waters
wi t hout perm ssion of the director would be what?
(I naudi bl e.)
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That's the

m ni mum

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wat was t hat
answer ?

CH EF: $168 m ni mum for violation of
that -- of statute.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | n ot her
words for stocking w thout perm ssion? That what
you' re sayi ng?

CH EF. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. In public
wat er s.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |s that per
fish?

CH EF: No, sir.

PAUL: What that would be is -- he would
be able to answer this best, but it would be a

violation of Comm ssion rules and Title 800. And
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that has a set fee, court costs and then the state

fees associated wth it that the Wldlife
Depart nent doesn't set.

M5. PHILLIPS: So will these people that
stocked it in '97 before a permt, did they have
any consequences?

CH EF: No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It's too |ate
NOW.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wat was t hat
guesti on agai n?

CH EF: She wanted to know if there were
any consequences to the stockings that were done
before 1998 wi t hout perm ssion. And we woul dn't
be able to do anything about it now know ng that.
It would be too |ate.

PAUL: Can | just add one thing?
Because | think it's pertinent to what you' ve
asked. You heard the chief say several tines we
didn't have a permt process.

We actual ly began to devel op that
sonewhere around 1998. And it was a process
over tinme that evolved into actually a rule in our
Title 800 that | have a copy of with ne. So it's
actually a part of Title 800 now An official
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1 process by soneone could apply to stock any kind

2 of fish, not just trout, into public waters in the
3 state and seek permssion fromthe director to do
4 t hat .

5 CH EF:. | believe you' re next.

6 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Are there

7 trout --

8 CH EF:  Your nane.

9 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Dan
10 (inaudible). Are there trout stocked in Snake
11 Oeek? | nmean, is this application process only --
12 does it apply to all streans?

13 CH EF: No.

14 RANDY: It's site specific.

15 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER Do you have

16 to apply, | nmean, for any streamin Kl ahoma --

17 even if they own both sides of the creek and the
18 whol e t hi ng?

19 PAUL: On the trout stocking application,
20 it specifically says that you have to attach a | egal
21 description of the property you wi sh to introduce
22 fish into and a map showi ng that property and
23 directions on howto get to that property.
24 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Wre you
25 required to do the study because you had the
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1 appl i cations?

2 PAUL: No. W weren't -- part of the --
3 the idea behind the application process is to set

4 up a set of protocols that our director could make
5 a decision if sonebody wanted to introduce any

6 kind of fish into any public water body in

7 Ckl ahoma.  And what that application process

8 allows is for the agency to | ook at individua

9 applications to introduce fish and then to give us
10 a formalized process in which to evaluate that.
11 And the director relied heavily on input
12 frompeople in the field and chief and that sort of
13 thing fromthe application that we woul d take and
14 |l ook at all of the things |ike we're doi ng today
15 ki nd of surrounding that issue and nake
16 reconmendation to them
17 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER Do you want
18 to stock the trout? | nmean, or do you just have no
19 objection? And what are the benefits?
20 CH EF. W have -- we have no objection
21 as long as there's no problem And that's what
22 we're trying to determ ne.
23 And to that extent, it is a very difficult
24 I ssue to get your hands around because there are
25 so many factors, so many things that we have to
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1 consi der here.

2 For instance, | nean, if we were just to
3 summari ze where we're at right now, the first tine
4 we got the application in '98 that we had the

5 process in place, we denied the application

6 because we had these concerns that we didn't have
7 answers for about stocking rainbowtrout in a

8 native fish population |ike the Spring Creek.

9 So we took the tine to get that

10 i nformation to satisfy ourselves of these issues.
11 We found that the study said that in the long-term
12 they didn't see anything -- in the short-termthey
13 didn't see anything that would be significantly

14 detrinment to the populations in Spring Creek or

15 Brush Creek, because that's where it was. So we
16 | ssued the permt.

17 And there were specific things on the

18 permt that they had to do. For instance, they

19 couldn't stock anynore fish than what the study
20 in Brush Creek allowed. W wouldn't allow them
21 to stock a higher stocking rate or density in
22 Spring Creek than we did the study for in Brush
23 Creek. Ckay.
24 Now, we've gotten a year after the
25 stocking and we are getting sone nore information
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1 that nowwe're in a position to re-evaluate the

2 application again. And that's why we're here, is

3 to get this part of it that is the public input part
4 to make that decision. Ckay.

5 PAUL: There's a question over here,

6 chi ef .

7 CH EF:. Yes, sir.

8 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Are there any

9 nenbers of this group that paid for the fish
10 present ?
11 CHEF | don't know And it would be up
12 to them
13 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  What is your
14 preference to catching pen raised trout that's been
15 fed on trout pellets to catching small nouth that
16 have evol ved over hundreds of thousands of years
17 and are a terrific gane fish in thensel ves? Wy
18 I ntroduce an exotic to conpete with a better gane
19 fish?
20 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER | f you woul d
21 like me to address that in the cooiments secti on,
22 woul d be happy to or I'll address it right now
23 CH EF: That woul d be a good i dea.
24 VW're getting to the comments part of this.
25 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER | do have one
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1 qguesti on, though.
2 CH EF: Yes, sir.
3 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER Do we know of
4 any ot her studi es besides the O8U study, whether
5 we' re tal king about an (zark stream or any ot her,
6 that we mght refer toto gain alittle know edge or
7 wi sdom gi ven the fact that there appear to be any
8 nunber of streans, rivers and creeks in the
9 United States where trout and snal | - mout h bass
10 coexi st ?
11 CHEF: In our reviewof the literature
12 that -- did you hear the question?
13 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Yes, | did.
14 CH EF. Over here. The question was:
15 VWre there any other studies that we could use to
16 get sone nore information about this sane type of
17 Si tuation?
18 And in our review of the literature, there
19 were ot her studies done. And sone of themsaid
20 no inpact. Some of themsaid be careful. So in
21 our view, it necessitated us to get sone additiona
22 I nf ormati on.
23 And it's awful hard to say that a study
24 done i n Pennsyl vani a woul d be applicable to our
25 situation here. So we tried to do all that and get
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1 that information the best we can. And we did do

2 that. W researched the literature and called

3 other states, as a nmatter of fact. Yes, sir.

4 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  WAs t here any

5 of those studies done -- ny nane's Cerald

6 Chri stopher. Do you have any research on the

7 Bl ue R ver in southern Cklahoma? | know that

8 (i naudi bl e) --

9 CH EF: The Blue R ver --

10 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER | know it's a

11 conplete different ecosystem

12 CH EF. Yeah. The Blue River

13 smal | -mout h popul ation did not makeit. They

14 were stocked sone tine ago. And the information

15 that we have there -- and, of course, the

16 di fference between the Blue R ver and Spring

17 Ceek with regard to trout is that those fish all

18 die out if they're not caught. Myjority of the fish
19 are caught by the end of the season.

20 PAUL: If | could also add to the chief's
21 comrents is that Blue Rver also is not a

22 spring-fed (zarks type tributary. So it does not --
23 It does not have an appreci abl e groundwat er

24 i nfl ow from spri ngs.

25 So the water tenperatures are such that
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1 once it starts warmng up so that -- so goes the

2 water tenperature and it gets quite high. 1In the

3 80s, around 80 or so. And there's no oversumer

4 at all for the trout there.

5 CH EF:. Ckay. ne |ast question, and

6 then let's just start comenti ng.

7 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER M/ nane's

8 David Hurd. The question | have is: Wiuat is the

9 of ficial approval or denial process? Wat
10 standards are you held to either by statute or by
11 departnent policy for approving or denying the
12 application? And what are the -- what is the
13 public recourse for either an approval or a denial?
14 CHEF. | have the -- what we call our
15 Title 800 which are our rules. This spells out
16 exactly what that is. | can either read it or | can
17 gi ve you a copy.
18 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  |Is it on the
19 I nternet?
20 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  It's
21 cunber sone.
22 PAUL: It can easily be E-nailed to you.
23 You can have this copy, also.
24 CH EF. Here's sonme of the guidelines.
25 “"The witten application process and gui del i nes
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1 are:. Only persons with a valid Gl ahonma fishing

2 | i cense may apply. A fish stocking permt

3 application nmust be conpleted and submtted to

4 the director. The application wll be reviewed and
5 eval uated by the departnent, accepted or denied

6 and a permt or notification of denial wll be

7 | ssued by the director.”

8 "Approval or denial of the fish

9 I ntroduction permt will be based on: The

10 presence or absence of critical habitat for

11 t hr eat ened or endangered species. The potenti al

12 of introduced fish to conpete with native species
13 I n a manner that woul d negatively inpact these

14 popul ations. Public interest or concerns

15 regardi ng the issuance. O her biol ogical

16 consi derati ons deened appropriate by the

17 departnent."”

18 “Approval permts wll be subject to the
19 following restrictions: Only the permtted nunber
20 of fish may be stocked and only at approved sites
21 |isted on the fish introduction permt. Introduced
22 fish nust be certified as di sease free by the
23 vendor. The fish introduction trip sheet that is
24 attached to the fish introduction permt nust be
25 conpl eted and submtted to the Okl ahoma
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1 Departnent of WIldlife Conservation. Applicants

2 nust agree to allow the Departnment of Wldlife

3 staff to access the property where fish

4 i ntroductions occur to assess inpacts of the

5 I ntroduction. And other restrictions deened

6 appropriate by the Departnent and listed in the

7 fish introduction programshall be foll owed."

8 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Ckay. So

9 basically within that it is pretty nmuch up to the
10 sole discretion of the director for approval or a
11 deni al ?
12 CHEF. Wth the recommendati on from

13 the staff. Al right.

14 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Can we get on

15 to the --

16 CHEF. Yes, sir. Let's -- | want to nake
17 sure, first of all, that this is taking all this down.
18 PAUL: Don't forget, too, that there's a
19 witten comment form And you're wel cone to
20 submt that either way. E ther or.
21 CHEF. Now, let's try to stick to the
22 three-, to five-mnute comment thing. And --
23 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER As far as the
24 witten comrents, if | don't get themback to you
25 tonight, what is the tine frane betwen now and
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1 the tinme that you need to receive then?

2 CHEF. | wuld like to receive them by
3 Fri day.

4 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  And when wi ||

5 you be reaching a deci sion?

6 CH EF: Before the end of the nonth.

7 Hopefully. W have to regurgitate all this. W
8 have two other neetings to go to. Three total.

9 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: One nore

10 question. Wat was his question?

11 CHEF. |I'msorry. He wanted to know
12 when he could send in witten comments, by what
13 date. And | told him Friday.

14 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: I n addition to
15 t he verbal ones tonight?

16 CH EF: Yes.

17 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. All

18 ri ght.

19 CH EF: Yes, sir.
20 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | still have a
21 guestion. Charles Perry, |andower. M
22 understanding is that you're stocking trout on the
23 Rol I'i ng Ranch there.
24 CHEF. WIldlife Departnent is not
25 stocking the trout.
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1 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Well, you're

2 allowng it.

3 CHEF. W allowit.

4 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But the only

5 fishing all owed on the entire Spring Creek system
6 s on that Rolling Ranch.

7 CH EF. Because they have | eased the

8 access to fish there.

9 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Does t hat

10 make sense?

11 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: I n an elitist

12 context, it does.

13 CH EF. COkay. Does it nmake sense? |f
14 soneone | eases their property and all ows access to
15 fishing or hunting, that happens all the tine.

16 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But public

17 funding is making all this possible.

18 CH EF. W are not paying for the trout.
19 We are doing the evaluation of the stocking. The
20 Wl dlife Departnent does not pay for the trout.
21 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Who' s rai si ng
22 the trout? Who's providing the trout?
23 PAUL: They can get it fromany vendor
24 t hey want.
25 CHEF. It's a private producer.
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PAUL: But it's a place in Mssouri.

CH EF: Okay. Here we go. W0 wants to
be first? G ve your nane, nmake your comrent.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER. G ve ne a
chance to get to you.

PAUL: Let Randy get to you before you
start.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'ve got sone
handouts, if anybody would |ike these. These are
sonme information that | pulled up on the Internet
avai | abl e to anybody. And --

PAUL: Are these started, Randy? W
need hi s nane, please.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER My nane's
Robi n Tate.

PAUL: Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And -- ny
basic -- you know, the information that | pulled
up on the Internet was relatively easy to find. It
was all about non-native introduced trout in
native streans that inpact the -- that inpact the
nati ve popul ati ons.

One's fromthe U S. governnent. One's
fromFly Fisherman and Fly Fish Aneri ca.

Anot her one's from Africa where it says a problem
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1 with introduction of trout and especially rai nbow
2 trout in south Africa are harnful effects are
3 definitely resulted in (inaudible) fishes through
4 conpetition.
5 These studies -- | nmean, | think we're
6 putting the streamat risk. And | see no point in
7 doing it for a small group of people. There's -- we
8 call this public waterways. | nean, how could it
9 be public if there's no access to it. Wat about
10 the private | andowners' rights?
11 Trout are pollution in a streamlike this.
12 That's ny firmbelief. And the streamitself is not
13 navi gable. You can't get up and down it in any
14 kind of water depth at all. So --
15 CH EF. Wat happened, Randy.
16 PAUL: Could you hang on a second.
17 V' re having sone technical difficulties.
18 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER | won't repeat
19 it. It's essentially what we've got --
20 PAUL: |'mnot sure we even actually got
21 started with your coment.
22 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Anyway, |'m
23 opposed to it.
24 THE REPORTER If they' Il come over by
25 ne, | can get it.
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1 CHEF: W need it on ours, too, so --

2 THE REPORTER: |'m not having trouble.

3 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That's about

4 all I have to say. These speak for thensel ves.

5 PAUL: |If you have a comment, pl ease,

6 we're going to have to have you cone up to the

7 front and speak into the m crophone, please.

8 That's the only way we can do this. [|f you want it
9 to be on public comment record, it needs to be on
10 tape so --

11 CHEF:. W wll nake no -- on here of

12 your comments. | think --

13 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: - What | woul d

14 like to do is refer to these studies and many

15 others that are out there that (inaudible) negative
16 st ocki ng.

17 CH EF: W can mark these.

18 M5. PH LLIPS: M nane is Trish

19 Phillips. | live in Tulsa, and I have lived on
20 Spring Creek for 15 years. | was a (inaudible)
21 nonitor for Spring O eek.
22 My coment is any inconclusive results,
23 any, should warrant protection of Spring Creek.
24 Wi ch shoul d i nclude not i ntroduci ng nonhabit at
25 trout or any fish not native to Spring Creek. You
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1 cannot determne all the problens or concerns and
2 have all the answers, yet you let permts all owed.
3 No long-termresults are determned at this tine.
4 Thank you.

5 CH EF: Thank you. Next.

6 M5. ONEN. Let's see. M nane is

7 Jennifer Onen. |1'ma |andowner on Spring Creek.

8 |"ve been -- |'ve been involved with this trout

9 | ssue since its inception in 1997, '98. It is ny
10 belief that -- that this is not a scientific issue.
11 That it is a political issue.

12 There are eight conmm ssioners that are
13 appoi nted by the governor to represent the

14 constituents in their districts. So since Spring
15 Creek -- the Spring Creek watershed, there are two
16 comm ssioners out of eight serving on this

17 conmi ssi on.

18 These conm ssioners are not representing
19 the constituents in these regions. They're not --
20 they're not here tonight. I1t's ny understandi ng
21 that -- that a -- and incidentally, okay, one of
22 themis serving his second eight-year term M.
23 Jack Zi nk.
24 | called himand asked himif he was
25 comng to this neeting. He couldn't talk to ne,
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1 but he had his secretary tell ne that it was up to
2 the director or it was the authority of the director
3 to permt the trout. That's all he had to say about
4 it.

5 There's anot her comm ssi oner, M.

6 St oneci pher, who serves on the conmm ssion who is
7 probably responsible for everything that's

8 happening here. And | -- | am-- | would like to
9 see sonet hing done, sone sort of accountability.

10 | question what is the accountability for our

11 systemon state agenci es.

12 What recourse, what -- what can we do?

13 If the very people that are appointed by the

14 governor, we can't depend on them They sell us

15 out. Wat is our recourse?

16 And the other thing is that | think that

17 the Drector Duffy who has succunbed to this

18 political pressure, | guess in the interest of

19 protecting his job, |I think that he needs to be

20 replaced. | think that the state of k|l ahoma

21 needs soneone in a position as director of the

22 Departnment of WIldlife who will do his job, which

23 Is to preserve and conserve and perpetuate and --

24 wildlife inthis state. And that is ny comrent for

25 NOW.
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CH EF: Thank you.

M5. ONEN  Thank you

MR WALKER M/ nane is John VAl ker.
| live in Tulsa, and I'mjust a fisherman. And | do
not see in studies over -- alitany of studies wll
I ndi cate that introduction of exotics sel dom
repl aces the quality of indigenous species. And
the smal |l -nouth fishing on Spring Geek is
fabulous. And I enjoyed cashing the trout this
spring. |In fact, you could have stood on ny
eyebal | s when | caught the first one. | had no
i dea they were there.

| checked ny notes, and | caught over 60
trout this spring. It was fun. But | also noted
t hat anywhere there was a significant nunber of
trout, there were no large small nouth. And I like
smal | -mouth fish. If | want to trout fish, I will go
to Montana, | will go to Arkansas. Let's keep
Spring Oeek small-nouth pure. And is a shadow
bass a Kentucky or spotted bass? |'ve never heard
that term nol ogy.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Have you ever
heard rock bass?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Ckay. Rock

bass. Yeah. | noticed you didn't nention
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1 Kent uckys or spots in your study. There's -- from
2 Twin Bridges on down, there's a heck of a
3 popul ati on of spots. And, again, where there was
4 a trout two pounds or better in a given run, there
5 woul d be no large small nouth. So trout are fun
6 where they belong in Mntana, Wom ng, | daho.

7 Thank you.
8 CH EF. Thank you.
9 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER | woul d |i ke

10 to ask anot her questi on.

11 CH EF. W' ve got sonebody.

12 MR RUSSELL: M/ nane's Neal Russell

13 (I naudible) with the trout eating pellets and

14 things like that. | don't know what fishernmen are

15 expecting to catch themon if, if that's all they eat

16 are pellets.

17 But, anyway, we don't really need any

18 kind of study to determne if there is or is not

19 going to be inpact with the releasing of exotic fish

20 into a stream W can |look at the (inaudible) in

21 Australia or (inaudible). You also |ook at al

22 t hese nunber of things, early devel opnent in rura

23 areas, you'll see that there is an inpact any time

24 that something is introduced to an area that it's

25 not nade for.
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1 And it's not benefitting ecol ogy. They

2 said over the three-year study in Brush O eek that
3 It wasn't conclusive enough to determne if there

4 was going to be a long-terminpact. So they went

5 ahead and did it anyway.

6 So the -- they introduced a limted

7 amount. 700 and sonething pounds a mle. So

8 what inpact does 1,400 pounds of dead fish in the

9 creek have after they all die if they don't survive?
10 And sone did survive.
11 | don't know if the question was answered
12 earlier about threatened species in the state in
13 that creek. There are several, yes.- There's
14 Arkansas darter, (inaudible) topwater mnnow, to
15 name a few And | think there's sone threatened
16 or exotic insects even. (Ilnaudible.)
17 | wanted to point out that the nmain thing
18 that keeps comng up here is that this property is
19 | eased by the anglers, |eased. Now, the people
20 here toni ght who are concerned about this are
21 | andowners. W're the ones that have to deal with
22 it after they |eave.
23 After the | ease is expired, they nove on
24 somewhere el se we still have the trout there. You
25 say it doesn't survive the summer nonths. But
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di d anybody ever ook to see if the creek

tenperature gets above 75 degrees before they
(i naudi bl e) because the study that | have, it peaks
out at about 75 degrees every year.

And so we had this same neeting a year
ago, this town hall neeting to discuss what shoul d
be done if the trout are released. And |I'm gl ad
you all are followi ng up because that was the only
recommendati ons that was involved. The only
recomendati ons we nade were tag the trout so
you coul d study them and see how | ong t hey do
survive, where they're rel eased, where they're
found. Put sterilized trout in so if they do survive
they won't continue to populate. And also notify
t he | andowners.

And even this nmeeting tonight, there was
very little notice on the papers. Nothing on the
web page. Very little notice that was put out
about this neeting tonight. And this is a najor
concern. So not only the fact that we are
| andowners -- and let ne put it in perspective.

Let's say | have in ny hand a handful of
dandel i on seeds. Dandelions are pretty. Sonme
peopl e consider themnedicinal. And | want the

anglers to give ne their address, and |'mgoing to
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1 cone over and spread themin your yard. You nay

2 not like it. You may not want them But it

3 doesn't matter because |I'mgoing to do it because

4 like it. And there's nothing you can do about it.

5 So this nmeeting shouldn't be whether or

6 not to put trout in the creek. There's trout in the
7 creek. M place is three mles up fromthe

8 stocking site, three or four mles; and there's

9 trout the size of ny forearmin the pool right now
10 | will be happy to take you there any tinme and
11 show themto you. This neeting needs to be about
12 how we' re going to start eradicating the fish out of
13 the creek. Thank you.

14 CH EF. Anyone else for the first time?
15 Al right. Let's go around again. Anybody el se

16 would Iike to say nore or maybe before you get to
17 a question, Ms. Onen. Let's see if we get anybody
18 el se who has al ready spoken.

19 MR DURHAM The gentl eman asked ne
20 if why wasn't | -- ny nane's JimDurham The
21 gent| eman asked ne why it was that | prefer to
22 fish for trout over snall-nouth bass and the
23 answer to that questionis | don't. | like to fish
24 for all different kinds of fish equally.
25 M/ one comrent is |'mglad that you
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caught lots of small-nouth bass in Spring Creek.

| think nmaybe |'ve caught one or two. | do -- | do
remenber people telling nme about how nany
smal | -mout h bass they caught in Spring Creek
many, many years ago. And |'mtalking about
decades ago when they were children; or they've
tal ked to ne about how good the fishing was at
Canp Garland up the road, et cetera, et cetera.
It's ny understanding that -- that the
smal | -nmout h bass population in Spring Ceek has
been reduced.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wbul d you
like to go with ne next spring. - | will be happy to
t ake you, nan.

CH EF: Let himfinish.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  You are dead
Wr ong.

MR, DURHAM Ckay. |If I'mwong, so be
it. But it's ny understanding that there aren't a
| ot of small-nmouth bass in Spring Creek.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: No, no, no,
no.

MR. DURHAM Where fishing's different
than it used to be for snmall-nmouth bass in Spring

Creek because cattl e have been all owed to wander
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1 all over the streans and the tinber has been cut

2 all the way down to the water |ine, keeping that --
3 that hel ps to keep a streamdirty rather than

4 cl ean.

5 | would like to -- | would Iike to just

6 coment about non-native fish. It's ny

7 under st andi ng that when we're tal ki ng about

8 trout, that rainbow trout are native to the west

9 coast of the United States. And brown trout are
10 native to Europe. And brook trout are native to
11 the northeastern United States. And there are
12 various species of cut-throat trout that are native
13 to sonme places in the Rocky Muntain west and
14 sonme places in the southwest United States.
15 | would -- ny comment is that trout of all
16 t hose four species have been stocked by wildlife
17 departnents in every state that's got sone sort of
18 cold running water, Mntana, Wom ng, Arkansas,
19 Mssouri. Wth mllions of dollars worth of
20 posi tive econom c inpact and, apparently, no -- we
21 can't refer to any studies that say that they're --
22 that they' re inpacting the fish population. That's
23 ny cooment. Non-native fish are being -- are
24 bei ng stocked all over the United States.
25 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Sir.
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1 MR DURHAM That's ny conment.

2 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER ~ Wien you get

3 t hrough, take a look at those. Spring CGreek's

4 smal | nout h.

5 MR HURD M nane's Dave Hurd. There

6 has been a | ot of talk tonight about what's w ong

7 with introducing trout into the streamand, you

8 know, what's wong with (inaudible).

9 The question, as | see it, is what's right
10 about introducing a non-native species. You're
11 absolutely right. Non-native species of fish nay
12 be just all over the United States. 1Is that right?
13 No.
14 VW have introduced non-native plant
15 speci es, the kudzu or whatever in the south,
16 whi ch you cannot eradicate. It was done for a
17 very good purpose, but nowit's out of control.
18 You have well intended actions that go conpletely
19 aw'y.
20 And why take a very nice, pristine
21 ecologically healthy, diversified river and ness
22 around with it. |s there anything right or
23 anything that is good in that? No. The right
24 thing is to leave the streamthe way that it is, the
25 way that nature intended it to be w thout nessing
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1 around with it.
2 CH EF: Thank you. D d you give your
3 name?
4 MR. HURD: Yeah. Dave Hurd.
5 CH EF. Ckay. Thank you. Anybody
6 else? First tinme around. Second time around.
7 First tinme.
8 MR, RUSSELL: M/ nane is den Russell,
9 | andowner at Spring Creek. | was going to foll ow
10 up on a coment this nice gentleman over here
11 nmenti oned about that Spring Creek didn't have
12 t hat many bass because of the cattle eroding the
13 street bank -- stream banks.
14 And being a | andowner and concer ned
15 about the sane issue, | joined the Environnental
16 and Quality Incentive Program EQP. And in that
17 program we were encouraged to fence off the creek
18 bottomto prevent the cattle fromeroding the
19 stream banks which fill in the native pools which
20 are very limted, of course, on Spring Creek and,
21 t herefore, discourage the native species of bass.
22 And so | thought that that programwas a
23 very successful program | had noticed personally
24 t hat keeping the cattle off of the stream banks
25 hel ped trenendously in the area which I'ma
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1 | andowner of and it's just sad to have gone

2 through that effort to help the native species

3 establish -- reestablish thenselves, to correct

4 years of neglect from previous owners that weren't
5 as informed, thanks to efforts of the state, but it's
6 di scouraging to know that | could go to those

7 efforts and then have sone ot her situation devel op
8 that would also kill off the native species.

9 So ny problemis that | andowners
10 (i naudi bl e) are doing the right thing and can do
11 the right thing to help the native bass popul ati on.
12 And | think one of the reasons we're here is to try
13 to keep our nonentum up and introduci ng
14 non- nati ve speci es woul d be counterproductive to
15 what ot her incentive prograns have been
16 encour agi ng | andowners to do. Thank you.
17 CH EF: Anyone el se? | woul d encourage
18 you to, even if you did nake a comment, if you
19 could wite it out, also. W would appreciate
20 that. W have about 10 nore m nutes. M.
21 Onens, you had a question.
22 M5. OEN  Well, yeah. Jennifer Onen.
23 | want to say that the main reason that | amso
24 upset about what is happening is because this has
25 a very serious inpact on ny property values. M
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1 famly owns 1,600 acres on Spring Oeek. W own

2 mles of Spring O eek.

3 VW' ve worked for 20 years to -- to

4 i nprove the (inaudible) zone, to get our cattle off
5 the creek, to plant trees, to unite with other

6 | andowners. W& have -- we have children. W

7 have bills to pay. And for anyone who is a

8 | andowner, you know that whatever -- that is your

9 asset. And that is what your retirenent is. That
10 I's what your children will have. That is where you
11 l'ive and you work.
12 And this activity that's going on right
13 nowis going to ultimately destroy ny property
14 values. | know this. | know that the Spring O eek
15 Is going to be -- is going to becone a public
16 streamul ti mately.
17 And what do you think that this is going
18 to stop here? That you're the only guys that --
19 that are going to cone in and get this permt. It
20 will continue to grow And then we'll get in water
21 slides and God knows what .
22 And, what, are you | aughing? You don't
23 think so. You think you' re the only ones? No,
24 you're not. You're just the beginning. That's all.
25 And | say that you do not have a right to cone in
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1 on private property. You can get a |ease on this

2 private property, that's fine. But those fish are
3 not staying on that |and. They' re not staying

4 within that |ease. They're going all up and down

5 t he creek.

6 | don't understand how this is even

7 happeni ng or how you can have any type of a right

8 to do sonmething in the interest of a few that affect
9 all of us and will affect future generations and
10 w Il affect ny pocket book. And | don't appreciate
11 it.
12 CH EF. Yes, sir.

13 MR TATE: Robin Tate. | just had a

14 question. Howis Spring Oeek designated as

15 public waters? | nmean, what makes it public

16 versus private?

17 PAUL: It's not designated as public

18 water. |It's designated as waters of the state of
19 Ckl ahona.
20 MR TATE | nean, you've said a nunber
21 of tinmes your jurisdiction is public waters.
22 CHEF. In lahonma the Iand is owned
23 by soneone, either the | andowner or the state.
24 But the water is owned by the state of Ckl ahona.
25 And the fisheries are the resources of the state of
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1 Ckl ahonmra. W have -- the WIdlife Departnent

2 has the charge to manage those resources. The

3 wat er, however, is public water fromthe

4 st andpoi nt of not bei ng owned by soneone

5 privately. That's the distinction. It doesn't nean
6 that it's open to the public. It just nmeans that

7 it's not private waters. As in a pond on your

8 property or something |ike that.

9 PAUL: There's actually a definition of
10 waters of the state, too. Wat that is. And it's
11 referred to in those rules that the Chief showed
12 you earlier. That statute is referred to. You can
13 actually read what waters of the state is
14 consi der ed.
15 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  How ol d is
16 t hat statute?
17 PAUL: | couldn't tell you that.
18 CHEF: It's been in our wildlife statutes
19 as long as |'ve been doing this. 33 years.
20 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Spri ngs, |
21 nean there's springs along there. So these
22 springs, they can sell the water and do what they
23 want with it, the | andowners.
24 CH EF. Landowners have got to get --
25 the question was can they sell water, spring water
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1 or whatever. The water is regulated by the

2 Ckl ahoma WAt er Resources Board. And you have

3 to get a permt in order to punp out of a stream or
4 take the water for distribution and sale. So it's
5 control |l ed by anot her state agency.

6 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  But what is

7 it? If | had access to one of these places -- and
8 will be glad to catch all the trout out of Spring
9 Creek. If you -- can you keep the trout if you
10 catch themin Spring Geek, you know? Do you
11 have perm ssion fromthe | andowner?
12 CH EF. Yeah. They're fair gane.
13 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  So | can keep
14 as many as | want or is it -- there's --
15 CHEF:. Thereis a state limt on trout
16 once it gets in a public body of water of six per
17 day. |Is that correct?
18 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  But is this a
19 public body of water? |Is that what you' re saying
20 it is?
21 (1 naudi bl e.)
22 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Could | ask a
23 questi on.
24 CH EF:  Your nane.
25 MR BISWELL: Wade Biswell again. So |
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1 woul d be required to buy a trout permt, a |license
2 or stanp or whatever you call it.

3 CHEF. No. You would only have to have

4 a fishing license. The places that we sell trout

5 i censes, trout permts are only those areas that

6 the state -- the WIldlife Departnent stocks and

7 are designated as state (inaudible) trout stocking

8 ar eas.

9 That woul d be |ike bel ow Tenkiller damin
10 the Illinois Rver, Blue Rver. And then we have
11 others. Muntain Fork. That's where you woul d
12 have to have a permt. You wouldn't have to have
13 It to catch a trout out of Spring Greek. You only
14 have to have a fishing |icense.

15 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER | f | get

16 st opped on the way horme, howdo | tell our gane

17 ranger over here where |'ve caught the trout?

18 CH EF. The question was if he had a

19 trout in his possession on the way hone from

20 Spring Oeek, is that right, how do you tell the

21 gane warden where you caught it?

22 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Yes, sir.

23 CH EF: He would not -- answer that

24 question. If they have a trout in their possession,

25 he woul d have to have a fishing license is all.
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1 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Does the |imt
2 appl y?
3 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Does the limt
4 apply?
5 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes. It's just
6 | i ke our trout areas. They have a season set on
7 them That trout license is good for that season
8 only. But the day after the season is over, you
9 can still catch trout. But you can only take the
10 daily limt. But back to your question.
11 M5. ONEN. Hey, man. We're not here to
12 talk about this. This is not what we're here to
13 tal k about.
14 CHEF: Wll, it's atine to ask
15 guesti ons.
16 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He can cal
17 sonme of his friends up there and ask that.
18 CHEF. It's alegitinmate gquestion.
19 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: W' re not
20 t al ki ng about how he gets hone with his trout.
21 W' re tal ki ng about whether or not they should be
22 In Spring Creek.
23 CHEF. W wll answer your questions
24 afterwards. Yes. | believe you were first. Your
25 name.




DEPT OF WILDLIKE MEETING October 19, 2004

Page 82
1 MR CHR STCPHER  Ceral d Chri st opher.

2 I''mhearing you tal k about selling water or

3 punpi ng water, you have to obtain a permt. Wat

4 woul d be the process if someone wanted to dril

5 into an aquifer to release nore flowinto the river?
6 And woul d you have to go -- | mean, would you be

7 doi ng anot her study on the inpact of that and how
8 can you possi bly know the effects of opening an

9 aqui fer, allowing nore water to --
10 CHEF. That is regulated al so by the
11 Wat er Resources Board. You would have to have a
12 permt to do, as well. And the effects of using
13 wat er from groundwat er resources woul d be their
14 call as to --
15 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  It's not
16 your s?
17 CHEF. No. | believe you were next.
18 M5. PHLLIPS Yes. | was wondering --
19 CH EF:  Your nane.
20 M5. PHLLIPS Patricia Phillips. Do the
21 angl ers group, do they have permts on other
22 creeks?
23 CHEF. No. Not -- do they have | eases
24 or permts?
25 M5. PHI LLIPS: Permts and | eases.
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CHl EF: | don't know about the | eases,

but they have only applied for this one.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  What about
Chi mmey Rock? How does that apply --

CH EF. D d that answer your question?
The only one we know of is --

M5. PHILLIPS: M other question was
why. Wiy Spring Creek?

CH EF: | woul d assune because that's
where their | ease --

PAUL: That's where they appli ed.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Chi mmey

Rock's just up the road, and they stock trout

t here.

CH EF: Not that we know of. W is
they? | don't know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Not in Spring
Creek. It's a another --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | just have
one nore thing.

CH EF. One nore comment. Hold on a
second. Got to change the tape.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Agai n, | just
want to enphasi ze what Ms. Onens said. There's

al ready an article in the Okl ahoma paper and it
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1 says, "National ideal fishing spots Spring Oeek."
2 It even has a little map on the back how to get to
3 it and tal ks all about the trout being rel eased into
4 t he creek.
5 Now, this is private land. The other trout
6 fishing places in Cklahoma are owned by Corps of
7 Engi neers, and they are nmanned by the
8 Departnment of WIldlife and by -- and that's where
9 the inconme fromthat permt cones from
10 If they're interested in naking (inaudi bl e)
11 that doesn't have water flowing into other people's
12 property or they need to go to Brush Creek, |
13 nean, | don't want to sound |ike a (i naudible), not
14 in ny backyard. But at |east we're here tonight
15 maki ng a stand that we don't want any trout
16 rel eased into our creek anynore.
17 Being hunting season | deal with this
18 every year, deer hunters cone down. | have
19 peopl e that have nmeth | abs and pot growers. It's a
20 daily occurrence on there. And | have started
21 cat chi ng peopl e comng down the creek from
22 Spring Oeek Bridge looking for trout. And then
23 there's fishing (inaudible) -- they see a guy having
24 a good old time. No one told that (inaudible) -- no
25 one denonstrates in this fishing that it's only
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about six inches deep, the water there. So that's

all the coment.

CHEF It's 8:45. And unless there's an
objection, | would like to close the neeting for
tonight. W're going to do this again tonorrow
night, and you're all welcone to cone say the
sanme thing if you want to, say anything different
you want to.

V& appreci ate your attendance tonight,
your conmments; and | eave us your conment sheets
If you didn't prepare any. And we'll start this at
7:00 o' clock tonorrow at the Muskogee Public
Li brary.

PAUL: The only thing | would add to
what the chief said was if you can't cone tonight
-- or tonmorrow night and you want to, it's all a
matter of the sane record. So if you cone
tonmorrow and say it again, we'll record it again.

But it's still -- it's not a separate record.
It's all -- the three nmeetings that are all going to
be part of one record.

M5. OEN Can | just ask have one
question. Wat is it going to take to stop this?
What is considered a problen? | nean, is that --

do you have to -- what will it take to stop this?
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1 Pl ease, just tell us.

2 CHEF. Wll, for us it would be for us to
3 see that there is a inpact that is significant

4 detriment to the resource -- water resources in the
5 stream

6 M5. ONEN Al though you' re not | ooking

7 at the ecosystem You're just |ooking at the sport
8 fish; is that correct?

9 CHEF: No, sir. No, ma'amwe're not.
10 M5. OMEN  You're | ooking at records?
11 CHEF. W're not |ooking at (inaudible)
12 now. But that could al so be sonething we could
13 | ook at in the future.
14 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  |f they had a
15 hormeowner s associ ation of all those peopl e that
16 owned Spring Oeek and they cane up with | aws
17 and rules where if 75 percent of the group voted
18 not to have trout in the creek, would that be
19 sonet hing that you woul d respect?
20 CH EF. You know, that's why we're
21 havi ng these neetings is to get this public input.
22 That kind of information would al so weigh into our
23 deci sion. But whether or not you could as a
24 | andowner associ ation dictate to another
25 | andowner what those rights woul d be.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER It's |ike a

honmeowner s gr oup.

M5. OEN So okay. Back to that -- so
a significant inpact. Just tell me what woul d that
be? Wat is it going to take? How nuch has to
die? |Is that what we're talking? Do we have to --
tell me, what will it take to stop it. A significant
inmpact. Wiat is the definition of a significant
I npact? Wiy -- why do we have to --

CHEF. | don't knowthat it would be a
conbi nation of things that -- Ms. Onen. | don't
know that | have an answer for you. Until we can
understand the whole thing a littlebit better, we
may not get there.

But there's nore information that's --
that we're getting all the tine from stocking the
fish that would help us determne on a long-term
whet her or not trout can be stocked in northeast
Ckl ahoma (zark streanms. Not just Spring O eek.

But there are other streans in the state, in the
nort heast that will be subject to the sane thing.
So --

M5. OMEN SO you're using Spring

Creek, then, as an experinment.

CHEF. Yeah. |It's getting us infornmation
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1 that we need to nake this decision for all the
2 areas in the state, especially in the (zark area.
3 M. OMEN Ckay. So you're using
4 Spring Oreek as an experi ment.
5 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER.  That bei ng t he
6 case, if any nore trout are being rel eased, they
7 shoul d be tagged and shoul d be sterile. That just
8 nmakes sense.
9 CH EF: W've got that comment. And
10 that's another thing that would be entered into
11 our deci sion.
12 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  And why does
13 It have to be a significant inpact? - Wiy can't it be
14 -- how -- what is significant versus a m nor
15 inmpact? | nean, isn't any inpact good enough?
16 CHEF. The thing we have to do is
17 determne that an inpact results fromthe trout
18 stocking. That's not because of sone ot her
19 I mpacts that occur on the stream To the best of
20 our ability, that's what we would |i ke to show and
21 like to be able to stand up and say, "This is the
22 fact and the inpact because of the trout were
23 stocked"; okay. And it is inpacting some other
24 resource in the stream whether it's sport fish,
25 nacroi nvertebrates, non-gane fish or what.
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1 The ot her aspects of this, the public

2 | andowner issues that you' ve related to us,

3 trespassi ng, what-not, also have to be factored

4 into our decision. But | can't define for you what
5 makes it significant and what not right now

6 Because |'mnot sure | can tell you that. | don't
7 know.

8 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER Wl I, are we

9 going to be allowed to see your analysis, details of
10 how you arrived at --
11 CHEF: W wll -- when we get to naking
12 the decision, we will put sonething together and

13 probably put it in a news rel ease or- on our website
14 or sonething like that.

15 PALL: Quite a few of the details are in
16 your handout tonight. Everything that we have at
17 this point is in your handout. And you nmay not

18 have the actual individual nunbers.

19 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER | didn't see a
20 whol e | ot in there about |andowners issues.
21 PAUL: That's because we hadn't had
22 t hese neetings yet when we wote that in.
23 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER.  Does t he
24 Wat er Resources Board release to the --
25 (i naudi bl e)
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1 CH EF:  Yeah.

2 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER Do they -- is

3 that -- you're not a part of the Water Resources

4 Boar d.

5 CHEF: No, sir.

6 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER.  So do you al

7 just get those records as a part of the state of

8 Ckl ahoma? How does that work? The

9 aut hori zation over stocking wildlife in this water.
10 CHEF: No. That's in state statute.

11 That's in the state |law that says we -- the director
12 of the Wldlife Departnent has the authority to
13 grant or deny public water stocking by private
14 I ndividuals. Doesn't have anything to do with the
15 wat er resources.
16 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Ckay.
17 M5. OEN Do you know how many
18 macroi nvertebrates are in Spring Geek? How
19 many different species?
20 CHEF. I'veread it. | can't really --
21 PAUL: | wouldn't know off the top of ny
22 head.
23 CHEF It's a bunch. 1t's a bunch.
24 Sone -- sone diversity with other parts --
25 particular parts of the nation.
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1 Thank you for com ng.

2 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  |'ve got one

3 nore question. | keep having ny hand up, but you
4 don't recogni ze ne.

5 CHEF. I'msorry. | mssed you.

6 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Seens to ne a

7 sinple solution to this, there's not any private
8 | andowners that want this. | know of none. How
9 about putting a fish gate on the property where
10 you're releasing fish to maintain themin that

11 ar ea.

12 CH EF. That would be a good idea, if it
13 was feasible. There's really no way to bl ock off
14 both ends of the property in a streamthe size of
15 Spring OGeek with the flows it has.

16 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER |f we can't

17 control the species, why introduce then?

18 CHEF: Well, the trout wll nove. That's
19 definitely sure.

20 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Excuse ne.

21 CH EF:. The trout will nove up and down
22 t he stream

23 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER.  Absol ut el y.

24 Absol ut el y.

25 CH EF: That's been shown.
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UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER.  They wi |l | be

In Fort G bson Lake. There's no question of that.
O course, they can't live. But they will go to Fort
G bson Lake.

M5. OEN  And they'll cone to ny pl ace,
and | don't want them

CH EF:  Thank you.

UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER.  Per sonal |y,
['"'mnot sure that | don't want the trout. But |
know for sure | don't like the trespassing. And
|'ve already got that.

CH EF. Ckay.

UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  And you wi | |
not control that. You have no control over that.
Law enforcenent has little or no control over that
t respassi ng.

CHEF. \Vell.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  You put
yoursel f in our shoes when you think about
allowi ng this.

CH EF: The trespassing issue |
understand. And that has to be dealt with Iike al
this gentleman said and you're saying, all the
ot her trespass issues that you have to face on a

day-to-day issue -- day-to-day basis.
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The stock that's here, even though the

trout distribute are -- particularly for this one-,
two-mle stretch of stream and assurances -- you
can have our assurances that the Wldlife
Departnent will not be stocking trout in other
parts of northeast Okl ahoma Ozark streans so

that that will increase the public trespass issue
even greater. The WIldlife Departnent's not going

to be doing that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: 1" m j ust
downstream from where you're putting -- where
these trout are being put in, see. | nean, this is

a continual problemfor ne.

CHEF. W're trying to address this one
| ssue to the best of our abilities so that we can
know what these i ssues are when we get the
request fromothers in other areas of the state.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can | ask
what the nmenbership of this trout association is.
| mean, how many nenbers am | fighting? How
many people are involved here?

CHIEF: |'mnot sure what the current
menbership is. Mybe sonebody woul d know. But
the last tinme | heard, it was sonmewhere around 74.

M5. ONEN. Are they incorporated?
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1 CHEF: | don't know

2 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Have t hey

3 al ready had neetings?

4 CHEF. | don't know

5 M5. OEN  None of that goes into

6 consi derati on when you consider the permt?

7 CH EF. No.

8 M. ONEN:  Wiether or not it's a bona

9 fide --

10 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER | don't

11 understand why an elitist group is being able to

12 dictate to you all to want to do this, when you' ve
13 got all these | andowners on Spring Oreek that say
14 no.

15 M5. OEN Is it political?

16 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER It's all a

17 private property.

18 CHEF: It's all political. Even the fact
19 that there's an issue. There's an issue on both

20 sides. | nean, there's political factions on both
21 sides of the issue. $So --

22 M5. OEN |Is M. Duffy's position

23 threatened by this?

24 CHEF. No. | -- 1 don't think there's any
25 t hr eat eni ng goi ng on.
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1 M5. ONEN Wiy does he -- why does he
2 succunb -- why --
3 CHEF. Wuat he's trying to do his best
4 to respond to this issue. Wll, he's got to do -- he
5 has the authority to issue these permts. He's got
6 to get the information fromus to the best of our
7 ability on these inpacts and these concerns that
8 we have with the resource.
9 M5. OMEN  You don't think that the
10 Departnment of Wldlife has been a little bit
11 slippery in the devel opnent of this deal ?
12 CHEF. No, | do not. W're going past
13 our tinme limt folks. W' ve got to -be out of here at
14 9: 00 o' cl ock.
15 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER.  (ne real
16 qui ck question. oviously this -- was there sone
17 kind of political process behind these neetings?
18 How was that all instituted?
19 CH EF: You nean these neetings
20 t oni ght ?
21 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Uh- huh
22 CHEF:. W were asked by -- or not
23 asked. There was a directive on a House
24 resol ution that was passed by the |egislature
25 instructing us to hold these neetings. And | can't




DEPT OF WILDLIKE MEETING October 19, 2004

Page 96
1 say that we woul dn't have had t hem anyway

2 because that was part of the process in the

3 appl i cati on.

4 PAUL: The two tinmes there were

5 applications before, we had neetings. So this is
6 the third tine.

7 CHEF. Ckay. That's it, folks. W're
8 going to have to be out of the building. Conme to --
9 cone tonorrow night, and we can pick up where

10 we left off; okay.

11 (The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 PM)
12 ok ok k%
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