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M
ission: to unite as citizens and 

actively engage in the preservation 
of the Spring Creek W

atershed 

Spring Creek Watershed 

Landowners 
 

Fall 2014 Newsletter 

 

Phone: (918) 906-6762 
 

Email info@springcreekok.org  
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Est. 1994 

2014 FALL OUTING: 
WILDFLOWER WALK 

LUCKY SPRINGS AREA 
 

Saturday, September 20, 10am – 1pm 
 
Meet:  9:45am, Peggs Grocery & Hardware, 
Highway 82, Peggs, Oklahoma; Car-pooling is 
encouraged. 
 
In conjunction with: Oklahoma Native Plant 
Society (ONPS) Members of ONPS are join-
ing us for this outing.  They are enthusiastic 
when it comes to native plants; we will help 
each other identify the plants we see and come 
up with a plant list of the area.  Expect to see 
cardinal flowers, touch-me-not (jewelweed), 
golden glow, blue mist ageratum.  
 
From our meeting place at Peggs Grocery & 
Hardware on Highway 82 we will caravan an 
additional 5 miles to Lucky Springs area.  Some 
of the roads are dirt and dusty but accessible by 
all vehicles. 
 
Bring:  Your own lunch and folding chair for 
a pleasant lunch along Spring Creek;  Water 
Shoes for viewing creek-side flowers. 
 
There will be a canoe and kayaks available for 
those who would like to see flowers (and fish) 
along the clear waters of Spring Creek.  Partici-
pants are invited to stay and enjoy the afternoon 
along the creek.     

ing to the Department of Environmental Qual-
ity (DEQ).  Over 80 people attended the cele-
bration which began with an ar-
chery event and included a biology creek 
walk, birding, and a wildflower walk.  A fish 
tank displaying native fish was sponsored by 

the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Con-
servation (ODWC).  The event was highlight-
ed by a roast pig luncheon, courtesy of SCC. 
 
In addition to ODWC, Blue Thumb of the Ok-
lahoma Conservation Commission held a 
workshop.  The close co-operation with the 
state agencies in this celebration shows how 
SCC has become an integral factor in making 
Spring Creek a jewel of the state's water re-
sources.  SCC members, creek landowners, 
area students and scientists often get togeth-
er to do essential but non-glamorous jobs 
such as creek clean-ups and the planting of 
trees to protect banks from erosion. 
 
Another part of SCC's history shows that we 
can stand together even against government 
when necessary. Fifteen years ago the politi-
cal board of the ODWC over-rode staff biolo-
gists and granted a trout importing license to 
a group of fly-fishermen from Tulsa.  A politi-
cal affiliate of SCC took the agency to court 
and showed that the ODWC's rules forbid 
importing foreign species in pristine water 
bodies.  The SCC affiliate won.  
 

ODWC sponsored an aquarium of local fish. 

State Agencies and Spring Creek 

 Coalition Work Together 
 
By Chuck Shipley, Lawyer 
 
The Spring Creek Coalition (SCC) celebrated its 
20th anniversary on June 21 at Timberlake 
Ranch.  Spring Creek is one of Oklahoma’s 
most pristine Ozark Mountain Streams accord-

mailto:info@springcreekok.org


Others such as the Cherokee Nation do testing 
on Spring Creek but this gives us control to cre-
ate a baseline of specific data at specific sites 
and times.” 

 

Reserve Your 2015 Spring Creek  

Calendar Now 
 

SCC will again publish a wall calendar featuring 
beautiful photos of Spring Creek.  Cost is $10 
members, $15 non-members.  Quantities are 
limited.  Contact us (918.906.6762) to reserve 
yours. 

 

In Memoriam: 
 

Beula Dee Combs, mother of longtime SCC 
member Wes Combs, passed away August 1.  
Some of you will remember Beula from our 
Spring 2013 History/Wildflower Outing.  Beula 
gave a lively talk about attending the Lucky one
-room school house in 1934-35, about placing 
their milk jugs in the spring to keep them cold 
and playing Ring-around-the-Rosie at recess.  
She will be missed. 

  Agencies and SCC Work Together          Give Back to Your Creek                        Chemical Baseline                   Calendars 

This Twentieth Anniversary Celebration showed 
how far the Agencies and SCC have come in 
working together to protect this jewel of the 
State. 

Give Back to Your Creek  
 

Originating near Kansas, OK, Spring Creek 
flows 34 miles through Delaware, Cherokee, 
and Mayes Counties before emptying into Ft. 
Gibson Lake.  Small springs scattered through-
out the watershed contribute most of the esti-
mated 15 million gallons a day currently flowing 
down the stream.   These springs are not only 
vital to the health of the stream, but also con-
tribute greatly to its exceptional water quality 
making Spring Creek perhaps the most pristine 
stream of its size in Oklahoma. 
 
Unfortunately, the same cool, clean water that 
attracts so many swimmers and picnickers to 
the creek is being put at risk by their activities.  
According to Spring Creek Coalition member 
and streamside landowner Bob Frazier, “stream 
bank littering and dumping are an ongoing prob-
lem, especially at popular swimming holes like 

Little Blue Hole at Rocky Ford.  It’s everything from 
bottles and cans to diapers.  After a while it just be-
comes overwhelming.” 
 
“We don’t know why people who obviously love the 
clear, cool waters of Spring Creek leave trash there,” 
observes Beth Rooney, President of Spring Creek 
Coalition. “These streams, Spring Creek and others 
like it, are really special places.  We’re lucky to have 
them, and we want to avoid taking them for granted.” 
 
It is far easier to complain about a problem than it is 
to do something about it. “That’s why the Spring 
Creek Coalition was developed,” notes Beth, “to pro-
tect the creek and tackle problems when we can.  
We’ve organized events like stream clean up days 
since our inception in 1994 and have removed tons 
of trash from the watershed.  We’re calling on our 
members to help again this year.” 
 
This November we are removing trash at two sites.  
With your help, we should be able to make short 
work of this task. Our reward will be satisfaction, fel-
lowship, and a hot lunch at Cave Springs courtesy of 
SCC.  Come to whichever site is convenient for you, 
or both.  We will email a reminder with more detailed 
directions when the date gets closer.  In the mean-
time: 
 

Creek Clean-Up: Mark Your Calendars 

Saturday, November 1st  
 
 

09:00 AM. - Rocky Ford Little Blue Hole  
 

10:30 AM. - Cave Springs  

 Hot lunch for kids and adults 

 Rain or shine 

 Gloves and trash bags provided 

 
Directions:  Little Blue Hole is one half mile 
downstream from Rocky Ford State Park on 82A.  
Look for the ‘Spring Creek Coalition’ event sign. 

 

Cave Springs is just north of Peggs down Old 
Peggs Cemetery Road to the low water bridge. 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

SCC Takes First Step to Create Baseline 
 

In May, SCC Board members Emily Hyde and Dr. 
Tom Alexander took the first steps in creating a 
chemical baseline of data for Spring Creek.  They 
sampled three locations capturing data such as pH, 
salinity, chloride, nitrates, nitrites and phosphorous.  
At each location they sampled twice, upstream and 
downstream of where potential pollutants could be 
introduced to the creek: up and downstream of Oaks, 
the confluence of Spring and Double Spring Creek, 
and the confluence of Spring and Snake Creek. 
 
“Results looked very good,” notes Alexander, an en-
vironmental hydrologist.  “All numbers are well below 
established health standard limits.  And best of all, 
numbers are consistent.  This means pollutants are 
not being introduced to the creek at the sites tested.” 
 
SCC plans to run another series of tests in October 
to account for seasonal variations.  “This data gives 
us an important baseline for the future,” notes Jen-
nifer Owen, one of the founding members of SCC.  
“We will have something to compare to over time.  

Pristine Spring Creek—Let’s keep it that 
way (February Calendar photo) 

20th Anniversary participants enjoy archery 
with equipment provided by ODWC 

Sandy Whitekiller and Emily Hyde help 
with clean-up at Cave Springs in 2013 


