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M
ission: to unite as citizens and 

actively engage in the preservation 
of the Spring Creek W

atershed 

Spring Creek Watershed 

Landowners 
 

Winter 2014 Newsletter 

 

Phone: (918) 906-6762 
 

Email info@springcreekok.org 
 

www.springcreekok.org  
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SCC ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Saturday, January 10 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

Peggs Community Center 

Peggs, Oklahoma  
 
Season’s Greetings, Members and 
Friends of Spring Creek Coalition. 
 
This is YOUR annual membership meet-
ing!  Why come? 
 
Learn.  Our featured speaker, Jeri Flem-
ing, is an expert in stream dynamics.  Her 
presentation promises to be interesting and 
informative.   
 
Socialize.  Get to know the many inter-
esting people who live or own land along 
Spring Creek, from Oaks to Cedar Crest. 
 
Share your views.  Talk with your region-
al representatives on the board.  Let us 
know what issues matter and why the creek 
is important to you. 
 
Stay informed. Learn about the results of 
our baseline water testing we did at six lo-
cations along the creek. 
 
Vote.  Cast your vote for our board mem-
ber nominees. 
 
There will be snacks and an auction benefit-
ing Spring Creek Coalition. 
 
Location: the Peggs Community Center 
is on the east side of Hwy. 82 in Peggs.  
Look for the “Spring Creek Coalition” ban-
ner. 

Boulders, Branches, Brush & 
Water - Stream Dynamics and 
Restoration  
 

Join us at our annual meeting January 10 where 

Jeri Fleming 

will talk 

about how 

streams 

change and 

how channel 

design can 

restore them 

to a more 

natural state. 

Growing up 

on Snake Creek near Locust Grove showed Jeri 

how streams in northeast Oklahoma are affected 

by human interference.  
 

Jeri has overseen construction of restoration pro-

jects in the Illinois River watershed and under-

stands creeks and their challenges. She has a vest-

ed interest in protecting them; her son and his 

family still live on the Locust Grove family farm.  
 

Jeri will show us the serious unintended conse-

quences of cutting trees along Snake Creek. 

She’ll also talk about state-of-the-art ways to re-

build eroded banks using log veins, J-hooks, toe 

wood and other natural channel design methods. 
 

Do you have areas along your creek that need 

rehabilitation?  Are you wondering what changes 

you can make without a permit?  Bring your 

questions. 
 

Jeri has a mass-communication/public relations 

degree from NSU and a law degree from the Uni-

versity of Tulsa College of Law.  She is currently 

an Environmental Programs Manager for the Ok-

lahoma Conservation Commission (OCC) and has 

worked with OCC and the Blue Thumb volunteer 

program for 2 years. Prior to that she worked for 

Oklahoma State University in the Oklahoma Wa-

ter Resources Research Institute where she man-

aged the public input portion of Oklahoma’s 

Comprehensive Water Plan.  

mailto:info@springcreekok.org


Know where you can buy trees 
for less than $1.00 apiece?   
 

Oklahoma Forestry Services is currently accepting 

orders for bare root and containerized seedlings to be 

planted for conservation purposes including wind-

breaks, wildlife habitat, and erosion control.  They 

offer over 30 different species and will help narrow 

down the best choices based on your specific intent 

and region.  Most trees are one or two years old and 

sold in bundles of 50.  Contact Oklahoma Forestry at 

800-517-3673 or through their website at 

www.forestry.ok.gov.  Orders are accepted through 

March and supplies are limited.  SCC has planted 

over 2,000 trees in the watershed though this pro-

gram.    
 

Fall Wildflower Walk   

Our September Wildflower Creek Walk was a great 

success. "I had a wonderful time," said Donna Drury, 

SCC member. "I learned you really need to get out of 

your car and walk to see the many flowers that you 

miss just driving by. I want to go again." 
 

Consider SCC for a Year-End Char-
itable Donation  
 

SCC is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization.  
Your donations are tax deductible.  Send checks 
made out to “Spring Creek Coalition” to 2434 E 
56

th
 Pl, Tulsa, OK 74105 or donate via our web-

site at 
http://springcreekok.org/membership/
membership.htm  

             Board Nominees             Stream Test Results                        Frosty Fall Clean-up                Trees for $1 Each 

sunshine flooded the area and cold toes were forgotten. 

More people joined the group. The clean-up went fast and 

covered a lot of ground. We had twenty-two adults and 

eight children, a terrific turnout. A special treat was hav-

ing Tulsa World Outdoors Reporter Kelly Bostian present.  
 

At noon we were treated to hot dogs and chili over an 

open fire, along with salad and brownies, all homemade 

and donated by Charles and Donna Drury.  
 

To all those who came out to help, the Spring Creek Coa-

lition and Spring Creek say thank you! Your efforts saved 

980 pounds of trash from the creek.  
 

Something You Might See Around 
You – Frost Flowers  by Beth Rooney 
 

One weekend in early November we ventured out to our 

property on Spring Creek and were fascinated to find a 

field filled with dry stalky stems with a “frost flower” at 

each base.  We went from plant to plant, taking pictures 

and marveling at the variety of shapes and sizes of icy 

flowers that melted in our hands.  
 

When winter weather brings 

its first freeze, the stems of a 

plant called frostweed exude 

water that freezes into ice 

crystals that take on fascinat-

ing shapes at the base of the 

plants.  The ground is still 

warm enough for the plant’s 

root system to be active, but 

the air freezes the water inside the plant’s main stem, 

causing it to rupture.  A bloom forms as juices flow up 

from the root and are extruded from the ruptured stem in 

sometimes fantastic formations. 
 

Frostweed has other names, including iceplant, white 

crownbeard, Indian tobacco and squawweed.   It is a na-

tive plant that grows from Pennsylvania south and west 

into Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas.  It grows in fields, 

open woodlands, margins of woods and along stream 

banks. 
  

 

SCC 2015 Board Nominees 
 

We are pleased to present these outstanding nomi-

nees for your consideration at the annual meeting. 
 

Cheryl Cheadle: Cheryl loves spending time in 

streams and rivers and is particularly fond of the 

Ozarks.  She feels lucky to work as Blue Thumb 

Coordinator for the Oklahoma Conservation Com-

mission, where she oversees volunteers who perform 

stream monitoring and who educate the public about 

reducing pollution and non-sustainable land us-

es.  Cheryl lives in the Tulsa area, but heads NE any-

time she gets a chance.  She has been employed in 

the water quality business with the state for 23 

years.  Her goal is to someday have a bit of land 

with an Ozark stream flowing through it.  Cheryl led 

the Biology Creek Walk at our June 20th  Anniver-

sary Celebration.  
 

Chris Robb: Chris consults part-time for his former 

companies, Cimarron Machine and Efdyn, Inc. in 

Tulsa. He and his wife Marcia have 3 daughters and 

5 grandchildren. Chris has owned 80 acres on Spring 

Creek since 1991 just west of Lucky Spring.  He is 

building a timber frame retirement home.  His favor-

ite pastimes are working on the place, cutting wood, 

planting trees, playing farmer, and building stuff.  

Chris has been a member of SCC since its inception. 

He is currently finishing his first 3-year term as an 

SCC Board director and is up for re-election to a 

second term.  
 

Alexander to Review Results of  
Creek Testing at Annual Meeting  
 

In May, SCC Board Members Emily Hyde and Dr. 

Tom Alexander took the first steps in creating a 

chemical baseline of data for Spring Creek.  They 

sampled three locations capturing data such as pH, 

salinity, chloride, nitrates, nitrites and phosphorous.  

The locations were 1) Oaks, 2) where Spring and 

Double Spring Creeks meet, and 3) where Spring 

and Snake Creeks meet. 

At each location, they 

sampled in two different 

places, upstream and 

downstream of where 

pollutants might be intro-

duced.   
 

“Results looked very 

good,” notes Alexander, 

an environmental hydrol-

ogist.  “All numbers are 

well below established 

health standard limits.  

And best of all, numbers are consistent.  This means pol-

lutants are not being introduced to the creek at the sites 

tested.”  
 

Alexander will discuss testing results and answer your 

questions at the annual meeting.  
 

Fall Creek Clean-up Frosty and Fun  
  
The day started at 9 AM at Little Blue Hole just down-

stream from Rocky Ford State Park. It was 26 degrees 

with the sun barely peaking over the hills. Landowners 

David and Jessica Spencer, their children Layne and Mad-

die, Bob Frazier, Jeff Wiseman, and Rope Fanning joined 

Jesse Maner and others to start the clean-up. We tore trash 

bags off a roll, donned gloves, and fanned out over the 

area. "Is any part 

of you cold?" 

asked Beth 

Rooney, SCC 

President, after 

about an hour. 

"My hands, and 

my toes are kill-

ing me," respond-

ed Nancy Hamill.  
 

By the time we 

headed to our 

second site at 

Cave Springs, 

The Spencer family picks up trash 
at their Blue Hole property 

Emily Hyde takes test sample 

Frost Flower 

http://www.forestry.ok.gov
http://springcreekok.org/membership/membership.htm
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