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M
ission: to unite as citizens and 

actively engage in the preservation 
of the Spring Creek W

atershed 

Spring Creek Watershed 

Landowners 
 

Fall 2015 Newsletter 

 

Phone: (918) 906-6762 
 

Email info@springcreekok.org  
www.springcreekok.org 
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Est. 1994 

GIVE BACK TO YOUR CREEK 
FALL CLEAN-UP 

KING’S CURVE AREA 
 

Saturday, November 7, 10am – 12pm 
Rain or shine 

Gloves and trash bags provided 
Hot lunch for all participants 

Contact: Beth Rooney, 918-906-6762 
 
Directions:  King’s Curve is on Corps of En-
gineer land south of the old Twin Bridges.  The 
public has migrated here since Twin Bridges 
closed. 
 
Take Ear Bob Road off Highway 82 and travel 
approximately 2 miles to the new bridge.  Cross 
Spring Creek. Turn left.  King’s Curve is approxi-
mately one mile downstream, on the left.  
 
We’ll send a reminder with detailed directions 
when we get closer to November 7. 

“I just love it when I pass over the creek at 
Cave Springs and there’s Michael, picking up 
cans and inspiring those around him to do 
the same,” says Jennifer, who volunteered to 
oversee the barrel this summer.  “It does set 
an example.  They see me; they see Michael; 
and they start to understand.” 

 

Some of them convert.  Michael said he now 
has four regular helpers.  He’d like to give 
them SCC T-shirts. 
 

“I love this creek.  I like to come down in the 
morning and watch that heron take off.  It’s a 
privilege to be here.”  
 

It’s a privilege to have you, too, Michael.  The 
SCC board sincerely thanks you and Jen-
nifer.  Through annual creek clean-ups and 
help with trash barrels from people like you, 
SCC has removed tons of garbage from the 
Spring Creek watershed over the past 20 
years. 
 
And, Michael, we’ll get you those T-shirts 
right away. 
 

Oaks New Wastewater Plant 

Helps Protect Spring Creek  
 

 

“The old Oaks Sewer system has been in 
place for many years,” says Nancy Kimbrell, 

Local Man Takes on Trash, 

 Inspires Others 
 

“Hey, Cowboy, can you help me build fence?”  
So began a longtime friendship between local 
resident Michael Blair and one of the founding 
members of Spring Creek Coalition, Jennifer 
Owen.  Jennifer needed help with fencing along 
her Spring Creek property and she reached out 
to Michael.  He soon developed an admiration 
for Jennifer, “her integrity and her push”, as he 
put it. 
 

“I went to some of the SCC seminars and I saw 
what the creek meant to the Coalition and to this 
lady,” says Michael, pointing at Jennifer. 
 

Through his friendship with Jennifer, and love of 
the creek, Michael helps SCC maintain the trash 
barrel we sponsor at Cave Springs each sum-
mer and picks up garbage along the road.  

Local man Michael Blair helps with trash. 

mailto:info@springcreekok.org
http://www.springcreekok.org


was divided among Dale and his five siblings, includ-
ing Shawnna’s mother, Pam Maag.  And the two 
separate campgrounds were born. 
 
“The money is nice ($10 per car),” says Shawnna, 
“but mainly, it’s fun.  What I really like is watching 
people have a good time.” 
 
They had a baptism that morning.  The local church-
es in Peggs do baptisms now and then.  They’ve had 
weddings because Spring Creek is the bride and 
groom’s favorite place.  And they’ve had memorials.  
“We’ve got fourth and fifth generations of campers 
coming back,” notes Shawnna.  “We become family.  
And we hug.  My creek family is so much bigger than 
my actual family. “  

 
Right now the campground and farming with her 
mother and father help Shawnna and her twelve year 
old son Nathaniel get by.  But she plans to continue 
her studies at Community Care College in Tulsa to 
become a veterinarian’s assistant. For now you’ll find 
her zipping around camp on her ATV, red hair in the 
wind, collecting fees, making sure everything is al-
right, and giving her camp family friends a hug.  
 

 2016 Spring Creek Calendars   

Now Available 
 

Reserve yours at 918-906-6762. 
 

  Oaks Wastewater Plant            Environmental Flows                        Meet Your Neighbor                   Calendars 

Oaks Town Clerk/Treasurer.  “It needed repairs, 
plus the town of Oaks had outgrown it. So a few 
years back we began working with the Oklahoma 
Department of Environmental Quality to build a new 
one.” 
 
Spring Creek runs through Oaks, a town of about 
300 in Delaware County. 
 
“This is a multi-phase project,” notes Nancy. “The 
first phase was to build 3 new lagoons, and switch 
the town from the old lagoon to the new ones. They 
were built further back from Spring Creek, and the 
old lagoon was filled in. Work was completed in Feb-
ruary 2015. We switched to using the new lagoons at 
that time, along with some of the old system, such as 
the irrigation field.” 
 
The project still has a ways to go. The next phase will 
be to complete a new irrigation field and pumping 
station, planned to start in fall 2016. 
 
“Initially, we had been approached by the town be-
cause they had been cited by the (Oklahoma) De-
partment of Environmental Quality for the existing 
cell they had at the wastewater treatment plant,” 
Chris Sams, engineering manager for the Cherokee 
Nation’s Water and Sanitation Program, said (article, 
Cherokee Phoenix, 12/11/2013). “It was overflowing, 
so there was a threat it would spill over into Spring 
Creek.”  Oaks’ new system has eliminated that prob-
lem. 
 
Many entities helped make the project possible with 
grants and assistance including the Oklahoma De-
partment of Commerce, Oklahoma Water Resources 
Board, Grand Gateway Economic Development As-
sociation, US Department of Agriculture Rural Devel-
opment, and the Cherokee Nation. 
 
Watch a Cherokee Nation video of this project at:  
 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7p8zs0ACR0  
 

Environmental Flows: The Key to Our 

Future...And Our Stream’s Future  

 
Every river and stream has a unique flow pattern which 
has developed over millennia.  These patterns are based 
on factors such as geology, vegetation and topography 
within the stream’s watershed.  Spring Creek has karst 
geology 
typical 
of the 
Ozarks 
that 
results 
in the 
many 
springs 
that 
keep 
our wa-
ter cold 
and 
high in 
quality. 
 
A stream’s flow pattern can be altered due to changes in 
its watershed, such as clearing forests, adding paved sur-
faces, or withdrawing large amounts of water. 
 
These flow patterns are often referred to as “environmental 
flows” or “instream flows.”  The term “minimum flows” has 
been used in the past, but implies that rivers only need to 
have a small amount of water flow in them to be healthy.    
In addition, laws that take the minimum flow approach (e.g. 
a river cannot go below a certain level to stay in compli-
ance) completely miss the importance of the high flows, 
the duration of high and low flow events, and the timing of 
these events.  In other words, they greatly oversimplify 
these wonderfully complex systems. 
 
Local flora and fauna have adapted to, and even depend 
on these unique patterns of high and low flows to survive 
and reproduce.  Smallmouth bass depend on low water 
levels in spring prior to flooding in order to spawn. And 
many riparian forest trees depend upon high water levels 
to distribute seeds. 
 
High and low flows play other important roles as well.  High 
flows are critical to maintaining the physical form and func-
tion of the streambed; they wash sediment downstream 
and deposit it in the floodplain where the nutrients benefit 

the forest, pasture, or cropland found there.  These bot-
tomlands have rich soils, the ones we often depend on for 
crops, because of these high flows, not despite them. 
 
High flows are also important to people because they di-
lute the nutrients from fertilizers that wash into streams 
from crops and lawns, as well as from our waste treatment 
plants.  Without them, many municipalities could not meet 
clean water standards. 
 
Thus environmental flows are often defined as: The 
amount and timing of water flows required to maintain the 
species, functions, and resilience of freshwater ecosys-
tems and the livelihoods of human communities that de-
pend on those healthy ecosystems.  The important part of 
this definition is the last part which highlights the link envi-
ronmental flows have to the people that depend on them.  
The two are inseparable. 
 
Adapted from an article by The Nature Conservancy.  
 

Meet Your Neighbor—Shawnna Maag 
 
“If I didn’t enjoy it, I couldn’t do it,” says Shawnna Maag as 
she relaxes in the shade and surveys the scene before her 
on her property at Spring Creek.  Teens dare each other to 
jump from a high rock.  A family of 20 plus spreads out a 
picnic lunch under a canopy on the other side of the creek.  
Small children wearing life vests splash and jump.  Some-
one sleeps in a tent.  And a young boy floats on his back, 
toes tipping the water, as his buddies stack rocks in the 
riffles. 
 
Shawnna is the third-generation of Littlefield’s to run the 
Cave Spring campground on Spring Creek.   Across the 
way, her Uncle Dale runs the adjoining Littlefield’s 
Campground.  “Back in 1953,” says Dale, “my family came 
in late from a trip to Missouri.  My Dad saw three, four 
campfires on his property.  He found out the next morning 
that, since the creek was up, several people who were 
used to camping along the other side had settled in on his 
property.”   
 
Next spring, in a true “if you can’t lick ‘em, join ‘em” spirit, 
Dale’s Dad hooked up his mules to an iron railroad rail and 
created the campground road through the woods that ex-
ists today.   When Dale’s parents passed away, their land 

Shawnna makes her rounds at Cave Springs 

Lots of flow = lots of fun at Cave Springs. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7p8zs0ACR0

