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Phone: (918) 906-6762 
 

Email info@springcreekok.org 
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SCC ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Saturday, January 9 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

Peggs Community Center 

Peggs, Oklahoma  
 
Season’s Greetings, Members and Friends of 

Spring Creek Coalition; 
 

This is YOUR annual membership meeting!  Our 

theme this year is “Stewardship”, the responsible 

management of something entrusted to one’s care.  

Why come? 
 

Learn.  Our  featured speaker , Trey Lam,  promis-

es to be interesting and informative.   
 

Socialize.  Get to know the many interesting peo-

ple who live or own land along Spring Creek, from 

Oaks to Cedar Crest. 
 

Share your views.  Talk with your  representatives 

on the board.  Let us know what issues matter and 

why the creek is important to you. 
 

Vote. For  our  board member  nominees. 

 

There will be snacks and an auction 

benefiting Spring Creek Coalition. 

 

Location: the Peggs Community Center  is on the 

east side of Hwy. 82 in Peggs.  Look for the “Spring 

Creek Coalition” banner. 

 

Improving Land and Water Thru 
Stewardship by Trey Lam, Executive Direc-

tor, Oklahoma Conservation Commission  
 

Why?  Why would volunteers spend so much 

time and energy cleaning up a creek by their 

land?   Why would a third generation farmer and 

rancher like me change careers after devoting 30 

years to food production?  
 

The answer to both is stewardship, “the careful 

and responsible management of something en-

trusted to one's care”. 
    

Being the son of a devoted conservationist, I 

learned early that preserving our water and soil is 

key to producing food in a sustainable and envi-

ronmentally friendly way.  Stewardship means  

taking care of the natural resources we have so 

that the next generation can benefit from 

them.  For me, this goes beyond preserving the 

status quo.  Our goal should be to improve the 

condition of all our renewable natural resources. 
 

Just as the Spring Creek Coalition strives to im-

prove the quality of water and the surrounding 

environment of the creek, the Conservation Com-

mission works to improve water quality and soil 

health and prevent flooding and erosion at sites 

across the state of Oklahoma. 
 

Come learn about the commission’s efforts to 

bring our exhausted soils back to life, as well as 

changes you can make in how you manage your 

land that can make it healthier and more produc-

tive.  
  
Whether your goal is increased grass production 

for grazing, returning the land to a balanced natu-

ral state for wildlife, or keeping the water in your 

creek pristine, by looking at your property as an 

interconnected system of soil, water and living 

organisms, you can do it.  
 

Come to the SCC annual meeting and learn how 

the Oklahoma Conservation Commission can 

help you become a better steward of your land 

and Spring Creek.  Why?  Because we care.  
 

Special Kid Zone 

@ 

Annual Meeting 
Protect Our Pollinators! 

Bookmarks, activity sheets, and  
wildflower seeds—FREE! 

mailto:info@springcreekok.org
http://www.springcreekok.org/index.htm


 

 

one of the few places open to the public.  This is not 

without problems. 

 

“On summer weekends there can easily be forty cars 

parked along this road,” said local streamside land-

owner Kim Sisk.  “It can be a nightmare.”   And 

though we have heard several encouraging reports of 

people taking out more trash than they bring in, this 

area needed help. 

 

By the end of two hours, SCC members had removed 

1,430 pounds of trash from the watershed including 

six tires and one mud-filled stove. 

 

“It’s extremely rewarding to see this many adults and 

young people come out and do something positive 

for their creek,” notes Beth Rooney, Spring Creek 

Coalition President.  “We will continue our yearly 

cleanups in November wherever they are needed as 

well as try to reach people to prevent littering in the 

first place.”  

 

Consider SCC for a Year-End  
Charitable Donation  

 

SCC is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization.  Your 

donations are tax deductible.  Send checks made out 

to “Spring Creek Coalition” to 2434 E 56th Pl, Tulsa, 

OK 74105, or donate at our website at http://

springcreekok.org/membership/membership.htm 

             SCC Hosts GRDA              Awards                          2016 Board Nominees                Creek Clean-Up 

formation out.   
 

In addition, on October 10, SCC received a Certificate of 

Merit from the Oklahoma Ornithological Society for 

preservation and restoration of valuable bird friendly habi-

tat in the Spring Creek watershed. 
 

While it is wonderful to be honored at the state level, the 

real delight is in protecting and enjoying our Ozark stream 

and its wonderful diversity of life.  Come to the annual 

SCC meeting on January 9, and see the awards won and 

learn more about what an honor this is! 

 

SCC 2016 Board Nominees 
  
We are pleased to present these outstanding Spring Creek 

Coalition Board of Directors nominees for your considera-

tion at the annual meeting. 
 

Also, Patty Himes and Neal Russell are leaving the board.  

Patty and Neal have been invaluable board members for 

the past six years, and for Neal, much longer, helping with  

ideas, expertise and manpower.  Thank you, Patty.  Thank 

you, Neal.  Your service is 

appreciated by all on the 

board. 
 

Third term nominees: Beth 

Rooney, Donna Drury, and 

Charles Drury.  
 

First term nominees: Casey 

Ferguson, Jessica Spencer, 

and Molly Grigsby. 
 

Please see the enclosed insert for bios on each of these 

nominees.   
  

SCC Clean-up Nets 1,430 lbs of Trash 
 

Saturday morning, November 7, twenty-one members of 

Spring Creek Coalition gathered at King’s Curve on Cava-

lier Road in Mayes County to help clean up Spring Creek.  

The King’s Curve area is Corps of Engineer land and is  

 

Trey Lam, a Yale University graduate, has extensive 

professional and personal experience in conserva-

tion. He operated Lam Farms for 30 years raising 

alfalfa, corn, soybeans, wheat, and cattle.  During 

that time he held leadership positions in conserva-

tion districts and worked closely with groups such as 

the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 

and OSU to develop farm management plans. In 

2014 he changed careers to work full time as Execu-

tive Director of the Oklahoma Conservation Com-

mission.  
 

SCC Hosts GRDA at the Creek 
 

In September, SCC hosted six representatives of the 

Grand River Dam Authority (GRDA), which has the 

power to use, distribute and sell water from the 

Creek.  They were CEO Dan Sullivan, GRDA Direc-

tor Pete Churchwell, General Counsel Ellen Ed-

wards, Assistant General Manager/Chief of Law 

Enforcement Brian Edwards, Ecosystems Project 

Research/Lab Director Rich Zamor, and Corporate 

Communications Director Justin Alberty.  
 

GRDA at-

tendees watched 

a short video 

about the work 

of the SCC, 

commented on 

issues, and then 

went to the 

Creek.  Most 

were not famil-

iar with the 

Creek and were 

surprised by the purity of the water and the beauty of 

the surroundings.   
 

CEO Dan Sullivan showed photos of Spring Creek 

at the October GRDA board meeting and told board 

members that their fall visit was a “great opportuni-

ty” to become more familiar with what is happening 

at the Creek.  

 

“It was a productive day for the GRDA,” said Justin Al-

berty, “and a great way to get acquainted with one of the 

best kept secrets, and one of the most scenic and valuable 

waterways in the region.”  Alberty noted that part of 

GRDA’s mission is to be a “conservation and reclamation 

district” for waters of the Grand River System and Water-

shed, and that “understanding the value and characteristics 

of Spring Creek is important to GRDA as it strives to ful-

fill this mission.” 

 

SCC Wins Prestigious Awards 
  
The Spring Creek 

Coalition received a 

very special honor 

November 30, from 

Keep Oklahoma 

Beautiful, our state 

affiliate of Keep 

America Beauti-

ful.  The Spring Creek 

Coalition was nomi-

nated for, and won, in 

the small nonprofit 

category, with stiff competition offered by Guthrie Com-

munity Garden and the Pauls Valley Recycling Center.  
  
As exciting and wonderful as this is, at the very end of the 

evening Cecile Carson of Keep America Beautiful an-

nounced that four organizations had qualified as finalists 

for Oklahoma’s environmental excellence “Best of the 

Best” award. SCC was one of these finalists.  The NEXT 

big announcement was that the Spring Creek Coalition 

was the winner! 
 

It is amazing to think of the work done by all of the indi-

viduals, groups, and organizations who were nominated 

for a Keep Oklahoma Beautiful award.  Spring Creek Co-

alition was “best of the best” for several good rea-

sons.  The SCC board, coalition members and others with-

in the watershed care about Spring Creek.  We work for 

the good of this waterbody through tree plantings, educa-

tional programs, litter collections, and simply getting in-

Brian Edwards, Martin  Rooney,  Dan Sullivan 
and Patty Himes chat at the creek. 

President Beth Rooney accepts KOB award. 

Neal Russell works the water at clean-up. 

Charles Drury & Martin Rooney wrestle a stove. 

http://springcreekok.org/membership/membership.htm
http://springcreekok.org/membership/membership.htm

