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M
ission: to unite as citizens and 

actively engage in the preservation 
of the Spring Creek W

atershed 

Spring Creek Watershed 

Landowners 
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Phone: (918) 906-6762 
 

Email info@springcreekok.org 
 

www.springcreekok.org  
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SCC ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Saturday, January 14 

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm 

Peggs Community Center 

Peggs, Oklahoma  
 
Season’s Greetings, Members and Friends of 
Spring Creek Coalition. 
 
This is YOUR annual membership meeting.  
Please come! 
 
Learn.  Don’t miss Brandon Brown’s presen-
tation on the international crew that filmed this 
year on Spring Creek   
 
Socialize.  Get to know the many interesting 
people who live or own land along Spring Creek, 
from Oaks to Cedar Crest. 
 
Share your views.  Talk with your represent-
atives on the board.  Let us know what issues 
matter and why the creek is important to you. 
 
Vote. For our board member nominees. 
 
There will be snacks and an auction benefiting 
Spring Creek Coalition. 
 
Location: the Peggs Community Center is on 
the east side of Hwy. 82 in 
Peggs.  Look for the “Spring 
Creek Coalition” banner. 
 

International Crew Films at 
Spring Creek  

 

With a drainage of less than 200 square 
miles and a total length of only about 34 
miles, Spring Creek is a relatively small and 
little known stream even among Oklaho-
mans.  That said, it’s also one of the most 
pristine streams in the Ozarks and home to 
one of our nation’s most unique fish assem-
blages.   
 

These attributes, combined with its excep-
tional water clarity, recently attracted the at-

tention of an international film crew producing 
a documentary on pioneers in the field of 
ecology.  The producer and crew are among 
the most respected and well known in the 
industry and have worked with such ecologi-
cal celebrities as Jane Goodall and David 
Attenborough.  They spent one week in July 
and another in October filming a reenactment 
and visual representation of Dr Mary Powers’ 
Oklahoma based research showing the posi-
tive effect of stonerollers on filamentous al-
gae.  This work has become well known 
worldwide, demonstrating not only the im-
portance of stonerollers, but also contributing 
to larger concepts of community ecology and 
predator-prey relationships.  
 

Brandon Brown, the Manager of the Oklaho-
ma Department of Wildlife Conservation Pad-
dlefish Division, was instrumental in locating 
film sites for the crew and was with them 

Special Kid Zone 

@ 

Annual Meeting 
Back by popular demand. 

Crew filming at Spring Creek 
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“I’ve wanted to visit these cliffs all my life,” noted 
SCC member David Spencer, “but I never knew 
how.  Thank you for organizing this outing.”   
 

You’re most welcome, David.    
  

Cedar Crest/SCC Join Forces 
 

Saturday morn-
ings feel differ-
ent, and good, 
to most of us.  
Saturday morn-
ing, November 
5, 2016, a 
group of about 
thirty people 
from Spring 
Creek Coalition 
and Cedar 
Crest met for a clean-up day.  It was a beautiful 
fall morning along a clear flowing stream, but it 
was a lot more than that.  The group scrambled 
up and down the steep embankments near 
Cooper’s Bridge over Spring Creek for several 
hours to clean up roadside trash.  Hearty volun-
teers in canoes combed the stream banks.  
Nearly a thousand pounds of trash later, the 
roadside and creek banks looked better than 
they had in a long time.  The expected beer 
cans, water bottles, and disposable diapers 
were loaded up to be hauled away, along with 
such novelties as a large roll of carpet, water 
pipes, snuff cans, and a pressure cooker.  The 
recyclable items were even sorted out and taken 
back to Tulsa.   
 

At mid-day, Cedar Crest hosted a homemade 
chili lunch at their historic wigwam. There were 
even chocolate chip cookies and a fire in the 
multi-faced fireplace.  The doing good made this 
Saturday feel really good.  

             Board Nominees           GIS Mapping Project                Cliff  Ridge Hike                Cedar Crest/SCC Team Up 

estry, and the Oklahoma Department of Environmen-
tal Quality.  
 

At the end of their presentation the three students 
turned over to SCC a flash drive containing the final 
report and database of all the map layers and data. 
 
As board members become more familiar with how 
to access this data, we will work toward sharing it 
with you, our members.  This was a major accom-
plishment that would have been impossible without 
TCC and our Science Committee Chair, David Mar-
tinez.  
 

Cliff Ridge Hike Inspiring 

  
 

The picture says it all!  It was a beautiful mid-October 
day and perfect for an Oklahoma-style hike.  Twenty-
one adventurous SCC members drove in pickups to 
the high pastures of the Rockin’C Ranch, then hiked 
a mile through the woods to spectacular cliffs above 
Spring Creek, a well-known landmark usually only 
seen from a distant road.  We settled down for lunch 
on the pine-covered point and marveled at the view. 
A bald eagle flew by; hikers collected and identified 
mushrooms. On the way out, owner Jennifer Owen 
showed off some of the 3,000 native shortleaf pines 
planted the previous winter which are thriving in the 
ranch’s mixed forest.  
 

each day as they filmed.  Brandon will talk 
about the documentary, the importance of ston-
erollers to Ozark stream ecology, and the film 
crew’s observations.  He’ll also show us under-
water photography of fish, including stonerollers 
removing algae.   Brandon would like to thank 
the many SCC landowners and members who 
provided input, access, and assistance. 
 

 “I’m always impressed by Brandon’s videos,” 
notes Board Director Donna Drury.  “I think eve-
ryone will enjoy his presentation and take 
something away from it.”   
 

SCC 2017 Board Nominees 
 

Leaving the Board: Cheryl Cheadle.  Former-
ly the Blue Thumb Coordinator for the Oklaho-
ma Conservation Commission, and now Lead 
Naturalist Outdoor Classroom at Camp 
Loughridge in Tulsa, Cheryl is leaving the board 
after two years of dedicated service. She has 
been quick to volunteer for whatever we need-
ed, newsletter articles, brochure creation, a 
Peggs school ecology field day at the creek, 
and more.  Thank you, Cheryl, from all of us.   
 

Up for a Second Term: George Kamp. 
George has had a long-time interest in Spring 
Creek.  He has owned approximately 240 acres 
along the creek, including the Lucky Springs 
area, since the early 1970’s.  He is a retired 
physician and enjoys birding and fly fishing in 
Oklahoma and elsewhere.  George has contrib-
uted much to the Spring Creek Coalition these 
past three years on the SCC board, and we 
heartily welcome him for a second term.    
 

New: Becky Bell. Becky and her husband 
have four children aged 18 and up and live in 
Glenpool.  They purchased 37.5 acres in the 
Spring Creek watershed about two miles up-
stream from Rocky Ford State Park two years 
ago.  “Our property has three spring-fed tribu-

taries that flow into Spring Creek,” notes Becky.  “We 
have been working on cleaning up the property and 
hope to move there in three years.”  Becky is an ac-
countant with Family and Children Services in Tulsa.  
She was impressed to learn there is a watershed 
group looking out for Spring Creek and is happy to 
join us and offer whatever skills she can.  
 

TCC Students Complete Spring Creek 
Mapping Project 

  
Geographic Information System (GIS) students Jan 
First, Tara Clark, and Michael Gately completed a 
mapping of Spring Creek as the capstone project for 
their TCC GIS Practicum course.  They presented 
the results of their project on December 15 to mem-
bers of the SCC board.   
  
“I was amazed at the quality of their work,” noted 
board president Beth Rooney.  “They did a very pro-
fessional job, included much more data that I ever 
expected, and have given SCC a fine product that 
we can build on to analyze data to help protect the 

creek.”  
 

Their GIS database 
contains 20 map 
layers that can be 
combined as need-
ed.  For example, 
maps showing the 
location of poultry 
farms, confined ani-
mal feeding opera-
tions (CAFO), and 
sewage systems 

can overlay a map of the Spring Creek watershed to 
show areas of potential environmental impact.  Soil 
data and geology maps provide valuable information 
on areas of the creek prone to erosion.    
 

The students drew their datasets from a number of 
sources including the National Hydrologic Dataset, 
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and For-

Students Jan, Michael, Tara, teacher Sheila 
McGinty and SCC Science Advisor David Martinez 

Cedar Crest & SCC members at Cooper’s Bridge 

Picnic at the point above Spring Creek 


