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M
ission: to unite as citizens and 

actively engage in the preservation 
of the Spring Creek W

atershed 

Spring Creek Watershed 

Landowners 
 

Spring 2017 Newsletter 

 

Phone: (918) 906-6762 
 

Email info@springcreekok.org 
 

www.springcreekok.org  
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Conservation Easements: What 
are they?  How do they work? 
 

Tuesday, March 23, 7-8pm  
Hardesty Library,  Oak Room 

8316 E 93rd St, Tulsa 
OR 

Saturday, March 25, 10-11am 
Peggs Community Center 

Hwy 82, Peggs 
 
You have a piece of property on Spring Creek, 
in the watershed, or anywhere else.  You love it, 
and you enjoy the time you spend there.  It's 
pleasing to own a part of such a special 
place...the clear flowing water, the trees of the 
riparian woods, the birds and other wildlife, the 
scenery.  You hope it will stay intact and natural 
forever.  
 
But what's going to happen to the land after 
you're gone?  There are things you can do now 
to help assure that it will remain a special place.  
One option is a conservation easement, an ac-
tion you can take that will place protections on 
the property that remain after you no longer own 

it.  There are benefits to you as the landown-
er, both immediately and in the future.  And 
you get to decide what the specific protec-
tions will be.   
 
Learn more about this opportunity and an 
organization that can partner with you to 
achieve this peace of mind.   
 
Jay Pruett, Director of Conservation, will dis-
cuss the Nature Conservancy and conserva-
tion easements at March meetings in Tulsa 
and Peggs. What are the advantages?  The 
disadvantages? Choose the date and place 
that suits you best, and be informed.  
 
Note: Spring Creek Coalition has no position 
on easements.  

 
Isopod Outing 

Saturday, April 22, 10am-Noon 
Peggs Community Center 

Hwy 82, Peggs 
 
Ozark streams elicit thoughts of fish for most 
outdoor enthusiasts, but this is just skimming 
the surface of an incredible world of living 
things all intricately connected to and de-
pendent on flowing water. Streams are also 
host to a rich diversity of insect and crusta-
cean life. These invertebrates form the base 
of the food chain for more recognizable 
stream inhabitants and serve as excellent 
indicators of stream health and water quality.  
 
Alexander Hess, a first year PhD biology stu-
dent at the University of Tulsa, is focusing his 
research on using one group of aquatic inver-
tebrates, isopods (aquatic pill bugs or rollie 
pollies), as a tool for examining water quality 
and understanding how surface watersheds 
interact with groundwater.   

 
“Aquatic isopods are secretive and rarely 
seen,” says Hess.  “Yet the Ozarks are home 

CALL FOR DUES & DONATIONS 
 
Your contributions help us publish this newslet-
ter, plant trees, organize trash clean-ups, hold 
coalition meetings and fund our website.  Mail 
recipients – check your mailing label to see 
when you last renewed, listed directly after your 
name (example: Joe Smith - 2016). 
 
Please contribute today: $20, yearly; $100, life-
time; or donations of any amount.  Contribute 
electronically via our website or make checks 
payable to Spring Creek Coalition and send to: 
 
2434 E 56th Pl 
Tulsa, OK 74105 
 
SCC is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization. 

mailto:info@springcreekok.org
http://springcreekok.org/
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to many different species. These little crusta-
ceans are everywhere, from ponds and lakes to 
headwaters and aquifer systems.   And they 
aren’t good swimmers, so they can’t get away 
from pollution.  They either survive or perish, 
with dramatic effects on the entire ecosystem.“  

 
Hess will tell us about invertebrate diversity in 
streams.  He’ll discuss his research on the val-
ue of having aquatic invertebrates like isopods.  
He’ll explain how some species adapt to unique 
habitats with dramatic differences in form.  
 
Bring Your Kids, Your Boots, a Shovel, and 
Lunch:  Hess plans to have some displays 
to interest children as well as adults.  After his 
presentation, we’ll head to the creek for hands-
on observations.  “We should find crayfish, 
stoneflies, hellgrammites, mayflies – all the in-
vertebrates you normally don’t see unless you 
pick up rocks,” notes Hess.  We hope to visit an 
area with a spring so that we can find different 
isopod forms in different habitats.  
 
Alexander Hess comes to us from Pennsylvania 
where he received his undergraduate and mas-
ters degrees.  “I come from the heart of coal 
country,” notes Hess “where many of our 
streams are pretty much dead, devoid of life.  
This is what sparked my interest in water re-
search and water quality.”  
 

Meet Your Neighbors - Peggs 
Entrepreneurs, David & Jessica 

Spencer 
 
David and Jessica Spencer have a waiting list, 
which speaks loudly for the quality and value of 
what these two hard-working entrepreneurs 
provide.  
 
David runs and Jessica manages Spencer’s 

Custom Cabinets from their home in Peggs, making 
cabinets, furniture, and more.  “We’re usually booked 
three months out,” notes David. “We’ve worked on 
apartments near ORU in Tulsa, on four-plexes in 
Pryor, and 50-100 units at a time for the Cherokee 
Nation.” 
 
“I mentored with 
my Dad in the 
cabinet busi-
ness.  In 2000 
my brothers and 
I bought him 
out.”  Over time, 
David has be-
come the sole 
proprietor with 
five employees. 
 
“He felt so good when they bought the shop,” laughs 
Jessica, “that he went around the corner and put a 
down payment on an engagement ring for me.  He 
had a business, now time to get him a wife.”  
 
Which leads to their second bustling business, S&S 
Properties, duplex rentals. 
 
Jessica is a very energetic, go-go-go person.  She 
was working as a closing agent for a Tahlequah ab-
stract company when they had their first-born, 
Layne.  “I decided to stay home with Layne, but I 
needed more to keep me busy.”  They now have 
eight units for rent in Peggs, six at Sportsman’s 
Acres near Pryor, and plans for more, all of which 
they build themselves.  Jessica is the manager.  “I’m 
the mean one,” she says. And they always have a 
waiting list. “We get contacted at random with people 
asking if they can get on the list.”    
 
For relaxation, the Spencer’s bought 15 acres on 
Spring Creek in 2002 just downstream from Rocky 
Ford Park.  “It was so covered with trees,” says Da-
vid, “we couldn’t walk through it.  We weren’t sure 
what we bought.”  Now it is a beautiful property with 

a small cabin on it, built by David, of course.  Their 
property includes Little Blue Hole that many locals 
enjoy.  
 
“The creek was a huge part of my life growing up,” 
says David.  “It was our air conditioning, where we 
went to cool off and cook out. The hardest part of my 
work is balancing it and family; our property helps.  
Where it’s located, when you drop off the hill, there’s 
no cell service.  You’re immediately away from the 
business rat race.  We camp there 8-10 times a year.  
And it’s a different kind of work, clearing brush.”  
 
Although she moved around more than David, living 
all over Oklahoma, from Antlers to Ponca City, Jessi-
ca too grew up with Spring Creek, learning to swim 
at Twin Bridges.  Jessica brings her much-
appreciated energy to the SCC Board as a Director 
for the past two years.  Her family participates, too.  
You’ll see Jessica, Maddie (7), Layne (8), and David, 
when he can make it, at all our Spring Creek semi-
nars, clean-ups, and other events.  
 
“What do you think of Spring Creek, Layne?” I ask.  
“I love it.  It’s fun.  I can swim.”  Enough said.  
 

Annual Meeting a Success 
 

The tree branches were icy, but thirty-nine adults 
and six children, a great turnout, showed up for 
warm fellowship at the Spring Creek Coalition’s an-
nual meeting Saturday, January 14. 
 
It’s always rewarding to see so many energetic, in-
terested people at our annual meeting,” says SCC 
President, Beth Rooney. 
 
The Spring  Creek Coalition is already busy putting 
together stream cleanups and educational field trips 
for 2017.  Our award-winning small non-profit contin-
ues to unite and educate so that Spring Creek will 
remain a quality stream. 

 
 

 
 

 

Layne, David, Jessica and Maddie 

Presenter Brandon Brown’s stoneroller 
anecdote is well received. 

The silent auction, sales, donations & dues  
brought in 75% of our annual income. 

The Kid’s Zone fish prints were a hit.  Thank 
you Blue Thumb!. 


