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M
ission: to unite as citizens and 

actively engage in the preservation 
of the Spring Creek W

atershed 

Spring Creek Watershed 

Landowners 
 

Winter 2017 Newsletter 

 

Phone: (918) 906-6762 
 

Email info@springcreekok.org 
 

www.springcreekok.org  
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SCC ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Saturday, January 13 

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm 

Peggs Community Center 

Peggs, Oklahoma  
 
Season’s Greetings, Members and Friends of 
Spring Creek Coalition. 
 
THIS IS YOUR ANNUAL MEETING.  PLEASE 
COME! 
 
Learn.  Don’t miss Dan Sullivan’s presenta-
tion on GRDA and its projects affecting Spring 
Creek, landowners and residents. 
 
Socialize.  Get to know the many interesting 
people who live or own land along Spring Creek, 
from Oaks to Cedar Crest. 
 
Share your views.  Talk with your represent-
atives on the board.  Let us know what issues 
matter and why the creek is important to you. 
 
Vote. For our board member nominees. 
 
There will be snacks and an auction benefiting 
Spring Creek Coalition. 
 
Location: the Peggs Community Center is on 
the east side of Hwy. 82 in 
Peggs.  Look for the “Spring 
Creek Coalition” banner. 
 

GRDA CEO Dan Sullivan to 
Speak 

 
SCC is pleased to have Grand River Dam 
Authority (GRDA) CEO Dan Sullivan as our 
Speaker January 13.    
 

When you think of GRDA, perhaps the first 
thing that comes to mind is power genera-
tion.  Indeed, 99.99% of all GRDA’s revenue 
comes from the sale of electricity.  But ac-
cording to Dr. Darrell Townsend, Assistant 
General Manager, Ecocsystems & Lake 
Management, serving as a good steward of 
the natural resources under its control has 
always been at the core of the overall GRDA 
mission.   

 

“Since GRDA has jurisdiction over Grand 
Lake and all its tributaries, including Spring 
Creek, it’s important that we keep in touch 
and keep communications open,” notes Beth 
Rooney, SCC board president. “This basic 
authority was established in GRDA’s found-
ing statutes (82 OSA Sec. 861 et seq., avail-
able on their website, GRDA.com).  It’s really 
exciting to have Dan at our annual meeting 
this year.”  
 
Who exactly is GRDA?  How do they view 
Spring Creek?  What projects are they work-
ing on that could impact or provide synergies 
with Spring Creek Coalition, land owners, 
and residents? 
 
Join us January 13

th
 to learn about these 

Kid Zone @ 

Annual Meeting 
Special this year: Live Critters 

from the Creek! 

Martin Rooney (left) visits with Dan Sullivan  at 
Spring Creek in 2015. 

mailto:info@springcreekok.org
http://www.springcreekok.org/index.htm


Three Springs Farm Outing 

 

Natialie Owen, Jessica Spencer, and Jane 
Snedden enjoyed native Arkansas Black apples 
as they listened to Mike Appel and Emily Oakley 
tell how they make a living farming organically 
on Spring Creek at our SCC outing October 21.   

 
Mike and Emily explained the types of equip-
ment they use to plow, plant, and weed.  They 
make their entire living off just three of their 21 
acres, selling their vegetables at Cherry Street 
Farmers’ Market in Tulsa.  They plant the land 
around their crops with  berry and fruit-
producing trees and shrubs to attract birds and 
insects away from spinach, strawberries, and 
tomatoes.  Rye, clover and other cover crops 
are planted each winter to protect and rejuve-
nate the soil. 
 
The outing was very informative, and the hospi-
tality of our hosts great.  Thank you, Mike and 
Emily! 

             School Outreach           Cedar Crest/SCC Clean Up                Board Nominees                Organic Farm Outing 

Based on an unsci-
entific survey, the 
most popular beer 
in this area seems 
to be Bud Light.  
Based on equally 
doubtful observa-
tion, the most unu-
sual item sent to 
the landfill was a 
gym bag from the 
1996 Atlanta Olym-
pics, filled with 

Penthouse magazines of similar vintage.  
 
Special thanks to Christine Grigsby and the good 
folks from Cedar Crest, Neal Russell, and Beth 
Rooney for all the organization that made the day go 
well.  
 

SCC 2018 Board Nominees 
 
Returning: David Martinez.  David is a conserva-
tion biologist with a long-standing interest in the ecol-
ogy of Spring Creek.  He began studying the fishes 
of eastern Oklahoma streams more than 40 years 
ago and was amazed by the diverse fish community 
of Spring Creek.  He has encouraged other scientists 
to document, with landowner permission, the creek's 
native plants and animals and the interactions that 
make the creek an exceptional natural environ-
ment.  David does not own land on Spring Creek but 
has met many property owners within the watershed 
and credits them and the Coalition with maintaining 
the creek's natural values in a high quality condition.     
 
New: Rick Brattin. Rick was born in Cassville, a 
small town in Southwest Missouri and grew up fish-
ing and floating creeks and rivers like Spring Creek.  
Rick and his wife Carrie bought a cabin in Cedar 
Crest in 2014 and enjoy spending time on the creek.   
Rick has participated regularly in SCC creek clean-
ups and other events..    
  

important issues for Spring Creek.  There will 
be a question and answer period after Dan’s 
presentation. Have a question you’d like Dan to 
know about in advance?  Please forward to us 
at info@springcreekok.org and we’ll get it to 
him.     
 

Peggs School Ecology Field Trip  
  
Twenty-two 7th and 8th grade science students 
from Peggs School participated in a water ecol-
ogy field day at Spring Creek in October.    
  

Jeri Fleming 
and Rob Bar-
ossi of the 
Oklahoma 
Conservation 
Commission 
Blue Thumb 
split students 
into two 
teams. For 
the next two 
hours they 

seined for fish, kicked debris and stones to dis-
lodge invertebrates into nets, and identified 
hogsuckers, crayfish, and hellgrammites.   
 
"I’ve put photos of what we did on a bulletin 
board and will do follow-up activities in my sci-
ence classes,” said science teacher and Peggs' 
Principal Carolyn Robbins. “Our kids don’t have 

many outside 
programs so 
this outing 
was very spe-
cial for 
them."     
 
At noon, 
Charles and 
Donna Drury 
treated every-

one to a hotdog cookout. "The kids loved it," says 
Shannon Smith, 8th Grade Sponsor and Academic 
Coach. "They would go back tomorrow if they could."   
 
"Spring Creek is an incredible resource right down 
the road from Peggs, Lowrey, and Oaks Mission wa-
tershed schools," notes Beth Rooney, SCC Presi-
dent. "We were glad to be able to provide this ecolo-
gy field day for the Peggs students this year and in-
tend to expand to the other schools."  
 
Do you like to work with youth?  Volunteer to be our 
School Liaison for these field days next fall.  Don’t 
hesitate.  This work is so rewarding.  Call 918 906-
6762 or email info@springcreekok.org.   
 

Shared Values, A Great Day 
  
Now, why would a group of otherwise sensible 
adults, accompanied by their well-mannered chil-
dren, spend a beautiful fall day picking up beer cans 
and other roadside trash?  Ask any of the twenty five 
adults who participated in the Spring Creek clean up 
on Saturday, November 4.  Because it was really 
rewarding to see the improvement afterwards?  Be-
cause it felt good and was actually sort of like playing 

outdoors?  Be-
cause of the shared 
values and the 
shared chili lunch?  
Maybe because the 
seven kids present 
were learning 
something good! .  
 
Cooper’s Bridge 
into Cedar Crest 
and King’s Curve 
certainly did look 

much nicer by the end of the morning.  Neal Russell 
hauled off some eight cubic yards of general trash to 
the landfill, and George Kamp took eight large bags 
of recyclables back to Tulsa.    
 Charles Drury hands out hotdogs to students for 

their picnic lunch along the creek. 

Neil Russell shows off the 8 cubic yards of trash 
collected by Cedar Crest and SCC volunteers. 

Alicia Osborne, Mary Dawn & Keith Mott, & Doug 
Hill share hard work and camaraderie Nov  4th.  

Jeri Fleming (white shirt) of OCC Blue Thumb 
leads Peggs science students at Spring Creek. 

mailto:info@springcreekok.org

