
Spring Creek Coalition Board Meeting 
Mission: to unite as citizens and actively engage in the preservation of the Spring Creek Watershed. 

Minutes August 09, 2018 

Present: Beth Rooney, Charles Drury, Donna Drury, George Kamp, Jim McCoy, Jennifer Owen, guests 

Martin Rooney and Pam Kingfisher. 

1. We welcomed Pam Kingfisher of Shining Waters Consulting.  Pam, along with Delaware County 

resident Brandy Whaler, has been organizing and leading the poultry house proliferation issue. 

2. Housekeeping 

 Last meeting’s minutes, as amended by Emily Oakley and George Kamp, were approved by 

email prior to the meeting. 

 Treasurer’s Report:  

o On-track for a balanced budget; inflows currently exceed outflows 

o Plus $8,906 transferred to SCC from GoFundMe Poultry House issue 

3. GoFundMe funds:  

 $8,906 from the ‘Protect Spring Creek’ GoFundMe effort has been transferred to SCC, as the 

Cherokee Nation bought the Oaks ex-poultry farm property.  In that event--purchase by 

another party--the GoFundMe language specified transfer to SCC for Spring Creek 

preservation efforts. The total amount raised was $9,186.  The difference, $280, was the fee 

kept by GoFundMe. 

 Jim McCoy volunteered to be treasurer for these funds. 

 There was a discussion of separate accounting for this money.  QuickBooks can be used to 

do this without the need to establish a new account. 

4. Proposal to use the new funds to pay Pam Kingfisher, Shining Waters Consulting, for her 

continued efforts, voluntary up to this point, in leading the poultry-house issue. 

 We discussed briefly what the restrictions for a 501(c)(3) are.  A non-profit cannot lobby for 

legislation and cannot support candidates.  Finer details can be found on Blue Avocado, a 

website recommended by Pam, and on the IRS website, researched by Beth.  The SCC 

Certificate of Incorporation, sent to board members previously, gives a good overview.  We 

can hire a consultant.  

 We discussed Pam’s proposal, which she had previously submitted, to be hired “to 

coordinate the Concerned Citizens Education and Action Campaign to protect the waters of 

our area…”(see contract for more details), August 15 through December 15.  She intends to 

pay her assistant, Brandy Whaler, as well, from the funds.  Should Pam’s role be expanded, 

she would like to write grants to raise additional money. 

 A lively discussion followed on various topics (next item).  In the end a motion was made by 

George Kamp, seconded by Charles Drury, to accept Pam’s proposal as presented and hire 

her.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 Thought turned to the nature of the new effort.  A strong steering committee is needed with 

a representative from SCC to help make decisions and establish future meeting agendas.  

Jennifer was suggested as a possible representative. 

https://www.gofundme.com/protect-spring-creek?teamInvite=w9On98XpPIAhNiEdTAuTH39XDbON0UqyTokvunJcow1QUu7sPIgjhOkUazyzglQ6


5. SCC/Pam Kingfisher discussion items: 

 Ed Fite may be setting up a task force of state agencies such as OWRB and ODAFF to write 

agency rules rather than wait on legislation. 

 The injunction idea floated at the previous large gathering at the Oaks Lutheran church July 

29 was brought up.  Cherokee attorney Sarah Hill indicated that the Cherokees cannot 

provide legal advice.  An Attorney Pam spoke with estimated injunction cost at $10-50k.  It 

was wondered whether Simmons has ever been subjected to injunctions and to what 

outcome. 

 An energetic exchange continued.  About 60 of those signed up in Oaks have email; Brandy 

has been personally contacting the 40 or more who don’t.  In addition to wells, those 

immediately affected by the profusion of houses want to test storm water before and after 

a runoff over their land. 

 Jennifer made an impassioned plea to not test water ourselves but to require State 

Agencies, particularly OWRB, to do it.  She believes state agencies need to be held 

accountable to do their jobs.  Jennifer also voiced the opinion that we don’t need more rules 

– we already have too many rules and agencies just find ways around them.  The agencies 

need to be held accountable for the rules that are already in place. 

 Existing rules were extensively discussed by many State Ag officials at the July 29 meeting.  

They include a $10 registration fee for new chicken houses and notification of neighbors 

within a quarter mile of new commercial well locations.  ODAFF trusts but does not verify 

that neighbors are notified.  OWRB issues well permits.  However, test wells done to study 

the feasibility of a commercial location require no permit.  Oklahoma is a right of capture 

state giving great freedom to drill wells to its citizens.  Well water is a personal property 

right in Oklahoma.  Surface water use is more restricted.  Even though, it was noted, they 

are the same water. 

 There was a brief interjection that Cherokee Nation has GIS, followed by mention that State 

Commissioner of Ag Jim Reese was present in Oaks but deferred to his Ag Attorney to speak 

about Ag rules relating to Chicken houses and the historic origin of their not being classified 

as CAFOs.  In the old days houses were run by individuals, mostly with small single-house 

operations, and legislators at the time were thinking about pigs, which needed more 

regulation.  An update is needed. 

6. SCC Business: What actions should SCC take re the poultry house proliferation issue? 

 Jim McCoy reported on our GIS system.  David Martinez has been helping. The Mayes 

County assessor provided their whole database.  We should be able to obtain the same from 

Cherokee and Delaware counties.  An application for ArcGIS software has been re-submitted 

to ESRI now that we have our official 501(c)(3) status but David has not heard back from 

them yet.  We intend to obtain data such as the location of all poultry houses in the 

watershed and well locations. 

 Water testing: Water testing is of great interest to those most affected by the new poultry 

houses.  Pam noted that the Cherokee Nation will test wells for free for Cherokee citizens, 

but not for non-citizens.  We may need to provide some help for those people.  Charles said 



that during an earlier effort on the Illinois River Drew Edmondson had wells tested in his 

(Charles’) area for free.  

 Beth suggested that we take on a project of testing Spring Creek water at critical locations to 

try to determine if the influx of chicken houses is affecting the creek.    The intent would be 

to find historical baseline data to compare against current, without duplicating testing 

already being done by state agencies.  She will be asking for volunteers for this committee. 

 With little time left, Beth asked which of our 2018 SCC goals should be kept or dropped to 

save time for the new effort.  It was agreed that we do not need a seminar: the poultry 

meetings meet this goal.  Yes, the newsletter is needed.  Our annual cleanup also received 

support.  It is a great cooperation with Cedar Crest and part of our identity and larger 

outreach.  There was one dissenting voice from Charles who said there is not enough trash 

collected to justify having the cleanup. Support was also given to continuing our school 

outreach, perhaps adding Oaks schools.   

7. The meeting was adjourned at 7:46pm. 

 

Next Meeting: Thursday, September 13, 6:15-7:45 PM, Schusterman Library (2nd Thurs of each 

month) 

 

Respectfully submitted by Martin Rooney 


