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M
ission: to unite as citizens and 

actively engage in the preservation 
of the Spring Creek W

atershed 

Spring Creek Watershed 

Landowners 
 

Fall 2018 Newsletter 

 

Phone: (918) 906-6762 
 

Email info@springcreekok.org  
www.springcreekok.org 
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Est. 1994 

GIVE BACK TO YOUR CREEK 
FALL CLEAN-UP 

COOPER’S BRIDGE /KING’S CURVE 
 

Saturday, November 3, 10am – 12pm 
Rain or shine 

Gloves and trash bags provided 
Hot lunch provided 

Contact: Beth Rooney, 918-906-6762 
 

We’ll be working at Cooper’s Bridge with 
Cedar Crest again this year.  We will also 
work upstream at King’s Curve at the same 
time.  If we have enough people, we’ll send 
a contingent to Cave Springs. Bring a ca-
noe for stream-side clean-up. Look for an 
email reminder in late October. Directions  

ma called out for help, and started organ-
izing.  
 

Our initial effort has blossomed into a 
regional movement that, as Kelly Bostian 
says in one of his articles in the Tulsa 
World, “has grabbed the attention of 
state officials and agencies and pulled in 
new faces of those angry about worn 
roads, smells and air quality concerns 
involved with living next to poultry farms, 
and water shortages that some also be-

lieve are a result of the new farm, or 
farms, next door.”  
 

It is not poultry houses per se that has so 
many landowners in Adair, Delaware, 
and Cherokee counties upset, but the 
quantity going in all at once without any 
notification or recourse for those affect-
ed.  Helen Woods once looked out on 
green fields from the farm where she has 
lived all her life.  Now her front porch fac-
es a dozen poultry barns with large com-
mercial fans attached to each one.  They 
are under construction.  The tens of 
thousands of birds aren’t   there yet.  But 
when they are, what will life be like?  
 

Why is this happening? 

Poultry Opposition Takes Off 
 

“Our daughter can’t swim in her pool; it’s full 
of feather debris and dirt.  We can’t grill out-
side because the grill is covered in junk.  
We shine flashlights at night and you can 
see all the junk in the air.” – Colby Duncan, 
Colcord    
   

“I can’t pump water up to my horses any-
more. My spring-fed pond is 4’ deep, and 
you used to be able to see to the bottom of 
it.  Then it turned black.  I can’t tell you what 
caused it, but I can tell you there’s a prob-
lem.  I’ve got 38 poultry houses surrounding 
my land.  My horses have started coughing, 
and I have to treat them for that.” – Mick 
Foreman, trainer of roping horses, Leach  
  

A lot has happened since our June newslet-
ter where we celebrated the defeat of 6 
poultry houses being built within 100 yards 
of Spring Creek and next to Cherokee Na-
tion historical sites in the town of Oaks.  
Those having similar problems with poultry 
houses going in all over northeast Oklaho-

Poultry house view from Helen’s  porch. 

mailto:info@springcreekok.org
http://www.springcreekok.org
http://springcreekok.org/docs/spring_creek/Fall2017EventDirections.pdf


What can be done?  Good pasture man-
agement is one area where we can see the 
most benefit, according to our specialist.  
Best Management Practices such as taking 
soil tests, applying only the amount of ferti-
lizer needed, and good grazing manage-
ment can really help.  Here’s a link to Best 
Management Practices to Control Phosphorous 

Loss  from an Oklahoma Cooperative Ex-
tension Service Fact Sheet and another 
that explains how grazing management af-
fects water quality.  
 

If you’re experiencing excess algae growth 
on your portion of the creek, know that a 
high-water event will eventually clear it out.    

 

Are Poultry Houses Affecting Spring 

Creek?  
 

We don’t know.  To find out, we are setting 
up, with the help of experts, a comprehen-
sive water quality monitoring plan.  It will 
reflect areas of the Spring Creek watershed 
that are likely to change due to poultry 
houses.  We will create a baseline of data 
as it is today, then monitor for change. We 
will work with others who do sampling in 
the watershed, including the Oklahoma 
Conservation Commission’s Blue Thumb, 
the Cherokee Nation, Peggs Water Compa-
ny, and the Oklahoma Water Resources 
Board.   
 

We are not ready yet, but when we are, we 
will need volunteers to do the monitoring.  If 
you are interested, contact Beth at 918 906
-6762.  Volunteers will need to be commit-
ted and conscientious.  Training will be pro-
vided.    

 Why is this happening?           What can I do?               Excessive Algae Growth                          Water Monitoring Planned 

A new Simmons chicken plant is going up 
in rural Benton County, less than 10 miles 
from the Oklahoma border.  A 2018 U.S. 
Department of Agriculture land value sur-
vey shows farm real estate averages 
$3,250 per acre in Arkansas, but only 
$2,000 per acre in Oklahoma.  And US-412 
provides a perfect corridor to transport feed 
to the poultry farmers and mature birds to 
Simmons’ processing plant.   
 

Not everyone agrees that poultry farms are 
a problem. An anonymous chicken grower 
quoted in a September 2nd article by Na-
than Owens, Northwest Arkansas Demo-
crat Gazette, said "Right now, I've heard a 
lot of people complain about the chicken 
houses and to me they're misunderstood. 
These houses, they're tight."  The grower 
further noted that concrete slabs surround 
each house, and Simmons safety inspec-
tors that "come by are very happy" with his 
current operations, from the birds to the 
litter.  
 

Yet Oklahomans are noticing real problems 
from water issues to air quality to trucks 
creating dust, traffic, and deterioration of 
rural roads as they move hourly between 
poultry houses and the highway.   
 

What can you do? 
Follow the conversation on Spring 
Creek Guardians, a Facebook site dedicat-
ed to this issue.  
 

Attend community meetings.  We’ve had 
five with more to come.  There will be a 
candidates’ forum on October 13. Listen to 
others; make your voice heard.  Contact 

Pam Kingfisher (918 868-3727, shining-
waters.pk@gmail.com) to receive notifications 
via email.  
 

Call your OK State Senators and Represent-
atives. To find your OK State Senator or 
Representative, go to http://www.oklegislature.gov/

FindMyLegislature2.aspx?State=OK. Type in your ad-
dress. The website will give a photo of your na-
tional and state senators and representatives.  
Click on a photo to get their phone.  
 

Ask for an immediate moratorium on new or ex-
panded poultry houses. 
 

Ask for a moratorium on well permits for poultry 
houses to give time for an aquifer study. 
 

Ask them to pass legislation providing for 1) 
public notices to neighbors and communities 
before chicken houses are built, 2) public hear-
ings before chicken houses are built, 3) setback 
requirements from existing homes, high-quality 
waters such as Spring Creek, schools and 
towns, 4) limitations on the number of chicken 
houses within a given watershed and geograph-
ic area. 5) designation of poultry houses as 
CAFOs (Concentrated Animal Feeding Opera-
tions). 
 

“If each of you called your elected officials,” 
notes Emily Oakley of Three Springs Farm, “I 
feel certain we would see positive change.”    
 

Algae Growth Seen on Area Creeks  
 

“Snake Creek in front of my cabin used to look 
like an aquarium.  Now it’s covered with vegeta-
tion.  Help!  What’s happening?” – Cindy Sutton, 
SCC member   
 

Like Cindy, many of you may have noticed 

growths of filamentous green algae as well as a 
brown coating of algae on stream bed gravel in 
Spring Creek.  Fortunately, this is not the toxic 
blue-green alga that has been troublesome in 
backed up water bodies such as Lake Eucha.  
 

“Green filamentous algae are part of the food 
chain,” notes a water quality specialist we con-
sulted.  “It is the base of the food chain. Zoo-
plankton eat it.  Fish eat it.  It can become a 
problem when there are too many nutrients in 
the water, particularly nitrogen and phospho-
rous, and plenty of sunshine (i.e., fewer trees 
shading an area).”    
 

Poultry litter is one likely starting point of nutri-
ent load.  Ranchers buy it to improve grass 
yields for cattle.  It’s a good fertilizer and readily 
available, but contains much more phosphorous 
than is needed.  With rain, the excess phospho-
rous is washed into streams.  Cattle can add to 
the problem by breaking down banks and add-
ing their own manure.    
 

Filamentous Algae. 
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