
Spring Creek Coalition Board Meeting Minutes 

November 8, 2018 

 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Spring Creek Coalition (“SCC”) was held on November 8, 

2018, at the Shusterman-Benson Library in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  The following board members were 

present:  Beth Rooney, Rick Brattin, Charles Drury, Donna Drury, George Kamp, David Martinez, Jim 

McCoy, and Jennifer Owen.  Guest Martin Rooney also was present.  Beth Rooney called the meeting to 

order at 6:15pm. 

 

1. Housekeeping: 

a. Approval of last meeting’s minutes.  Beth asked if everyone had received the minutes of the 

October 11, 2018, meeting.   It was moved/seconded (Kamp/MCoy) to approve the minutes as 

distributed.  Motion passed with unanimous support. 

b. Treasurer’s report.  We have a balance of $11,173 as of November 7th; Beth made special 

mention of the new lifetime membership purchased by Doug and Rhonda Buckles. 

2. Goal #1:  Continue to Build a Coalition: 

a. Creek cleanup recap.  All agreed that the November 3 event had gone well overall.  The provision 

of safety vests was noted as a good addition.  In trying to identify areas for future improvement, 

the following were mentioned:  (1) availability of parking at Cooper’s bridge was inadequate, (2) 

too many people showed up to work at one location, and (3) preparations to handle recyclables 

were insufficient, causing some to get mingled with trash.  Rick suggested devising an RSVP 

system next time to better identify intended participants and distribute them among multiple 

cleanup areas.  In all, a total of 1,350 pounds of trash was picked up, and around 20 SCC 

members participated, plus others from Cedar Crest.  A suggestion was made to have a 

presentation next year during  lunch to inform participants about SCC issues.  We were unable to 

project photo images from the cleanup  due to a glitch with the library’s IT system. 

b. December newsletter.  Beth reminded everyone of the November 30 deadline for the next 

newsletter.  Articles were anticipated covering the local school field days, the creek cleanup 

(Kamp), the annual meeting, and biographies for Jim McCoy and any other Board member 

candidates. 

c. Annual meeting.  The meeting was set for Saturday, January 12, 2018, from 1:00 to 2:30 pm, at 

the Peggs Community Center.  Pam Kingfisher and Brandy Whaler will be the featured speakers.  

They will report on their grassroots efforts over the previous six months to address the poultry 

farm proliferation issue.  Beth asked Board members to begin lining up items for the auction that 

is a traditional part of the meeting. 

3. Goal #7:  Board sustainability: 

a. Beth had suggested two objectives under this goal, the first of which was keeping the Board at a 

minimum of nine members (i.e., always have nine or more than nine).  Those present agreed with 

this objective and all expressed intentions to continue with their terms.  This led into a discussion 

about how to recruit more people to serve on the Board, especially people who lived in the 

watershed and/or who were involved in the poultry issue.  Jennifer recommended recruiting 

young people to serve on the Board.  The practice of the Board always meeting in Tulsa was 

raised again as a likely deterrent to Board service by watershed residents.  Beth conducted an 

impromptu poll and most of those present indicated a willingness to attend occasional Board 

meetings in the area of Spring Creek.  Alternating of meetings between Tulsa and the creek area 



might affect participation by some existing board members.  Those present were supportive of 

holding alternating meetings, Tulsa/creek, during the first 6 months of 2019, as a test case of how 

well we can function.  Jennifer, Rick, and Beth offered to attempt to recruit new Board members. 

 

The second objective under this goal was to ensure that the Board is not too dependent on any one 

Board member.  Jennifer recommended that expansion of the Board size and especially the 

recruitment of more young people would help address this.  David speculated that the greatest 

short-term risk of this was the Board being too dependent on Beth and her willingness to handle 

many tasks.  Over time, he thought this could lead to burnout and affect her long-term 

participation.  David suggested that Beth make a list of all of the SCC responsibilities she handles 

routinely and the Board consider whether some of these (e.g., the newsletter) could be handled by 

other people.  Beth agreed to prepare such a list. 

4. Goal #2:  Increase the number of watershed resident landowners on the Board (currently 4 out of 9): 

It was decided that this had already been discussed as a part of item 3. 

5. Goal #9:  Poultry House Proliferation Issue: 

a. Next grassroots meeting.  The next meeting had been set for the following week, and would 

include a potluck supper.  Beth offered to send out details to facilitate attendance. 

b. Pam Kingfisher October invoice and scope of work.  Beth had distributed copies of an invoice 

and scope of work from Pam and invited the Board to discuss it.  People commented that the list 

of actions was impressive. 

c. Allowable activities as a 501(c)(3) organization.  Beth also had distributed by e-mail a legal 

opinion she had obtained from an attorney, Kathy Tibbits, regarding this subject and specifically 

in relation to multiple scenarios relevant to the poultry issue.  In general, the guidance indicated 

that the SCC had been acting appropriately and many planned efforts also would not violate our 

status.  However, the SCC organization must avoid lobbying of governmental entities (some is 

allowed within limits) or support of political candidates and Board members doing so must act as 

individuals rather than SCC representatives.  Although the Board had authorized payment of Ms. 

Tibbits to produce the opinion, she provided it for free.  Jennifer mentioned that she had 

discussed the subject with another attorney, David Page, and obtained similar answers but was 

glad to have the thorough opinion on record to guide future efforts. 

d. Pam Kingfisher billboard proposal.  Beth presented a proposal by Pam Kingfisher to use money 

remaining from the Spring Creek GoFundMe campaign ($4,800) to fund a billboard against 

intensive poultry farming, to be set up along 412.  The cost indicated would fund the billboard’s 

posting for a two-year period.  An extensive, lively discussion continued.  It was questioned, if 

we paid this expense, how would we pay Pam and Brandy for November and December, since we 

relied on the GoFundMe contributions to pay for their time.  George was reluctant to commit 

such a large part of the SCC’s money to fund a billboard, and felt that it was not as important a 

use as paying for Pam’s time.  Beth relayed an opinion from Pam, that she valued the billboard 

over paying for her time, and was starting her own GoFundMe campaign to provide a new 

funding source for her and Brandy’s time.  Beth stated the Board had already taken a position of 

deferring to Pam regarding how to use the GoFundMe contributions.  Rick stated that he did not 

recall total control over the monies being given to Pam.  Jennifer reported on a meeting that 

occurred October 16 involving her, Pam, Kelly Foster, and others regarding better coordination of 

grassroots efforts among multiple watersheds involved in the expansion of poultry operations.  



She felt this would lead to improved communication among activists including, for example, 

between SCC and the Green Country Guardians.  A motion was made (Martinez, Owen) for the 

SCC to release $4,000 from the GoFundMe contributions toward funding of a poultry issue 

billboard in the Spring Creek area.  After further discussion of the request and cost, the motion 

was amended (Martinez, Owen) for the SCC to release $4,800 from the GoFundMe contributions 

toward funding of a poultry issue billboard in the Spring Creek area.  All were in favor.  Jennifer 

requested that next month’s Board agenda include a discussion clarifying the partnership between 

the SCC and Pam’s Guardians group, especially since they had changed their name/mission from 

the Spring Creek Guardians to the Green Country Guardians. 

e. Discussion returned to the allowable activities of a 501(c)(3) organization.  Jim stated that he was 

still not entirely comfortable with the guidance we had received on allowable activities, and 

offered to seek a second opinion from a different attorney, at no cost to the SCC. 

f. Coordinating Council on Poultry Growth.  Beth reported key points from an October 23 meeting 

of the CCPG, which she attended.  One was an announcement from Simmons Industries that they 

had lined up properties for all of the chicken farms they need in northeastern Oklahoma.  In their 

process for lining up future farms, they obtain commitments from landowners through an 

instrument termed a “letter of intent.”  At the CCPG meeting, it was reported that Simmons has 

letters of intent for 217 new chicken farms in northeastern Oklahoma, and that meets their 

objective for the region.  It also was reported that last July, Simmons adopted setback 

requirements similar to those used in Tennessee, which require poultry barns to be located a 

minimum of 500 feet from a residence  Many people consider that distance to be inadequate.  

Also, since they were adopted in July, they did not apply to any of the Simmons’ properties that 

had already been given letters of intent, which were all 217 of them. 

6. Return to Goal #9:  Poultry House Proliferation Issue: 

a. Beth relayed information regarding an investigation by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board 

into certain claims of private well contamination or depletion attributed to chicken farms.  The 

investigation looked at eight wells and determined that contamination was unrelated to the 

chicken farms, resulting instead from poor conditions on the well owners’ properties.  The 

depleted wells were shallower than recommended, e.g., 50 feet deep, and thus highly vulnerable 

to going dry. 

b. Jennifer reported that she had obtained extensive information from David Page regarding 

scientific studies that had been performed into the effects of poultry operations on waters in 

northeastern Oklahoma. 

c. Beth reported that she had submitted an open records request to the Oklahoma Department of 

Agriculture, Food, and Forestry for information on poultry litter operations in the Spring Creek 

watershed.  The ODAFF just recently provided her a response, which she would be sharing with 

the Board. 

7. There was no time left to discuss other agenda items.  The meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm. 

 

Next Meeting: Thursday, December 13, 2018, 6:15-7:45 PM, Schusterman Library 

 

 

Respectfully submitted as draft, David Martinez, SCC Secretary 

 



 


