
Spring Creek Coalition Board Meeting Minutes 

December 13, 2018 

 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Spring Creek Coalition (“SCC”) was held on December 

13, 2018, at the Shusterman-Benson Library in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  The following board members were 

present:  Beth Rooney, Charles Drury, Donna Drury, George Kamp, David Martinez, Jim McCoy, 

Jennifer Owen, and Jessica Spencer.  Guests Angela Brazeal, Bill Chambers, Loren Frederick, Vicki 

Frederick, Troy Grimes, Martin Rooney, and Chuck Shipley also were present.  Beth Rooney called the 

meeting to order at 6:15pm. 

 

First Phase of Agenda:  General Business 

 

1. Goal #7:  Board Sustainability 

a. Guests who were considering service on the SCC Board (Brazeal, Chambers, Fredericks, Grimes) 

were introduced to the others present.  Additional SCC members had been recruited as potential 

Board members (Karen Harris, Travis Fite) but were unable to attend the December meeting.  

Beth reviewed the SCC Board structure as provided by the bylaws. 

2. Goal #1:  Build a Coalition – December newsletter 

a. The new issue had been completed, but was not prepared for mailing, as has been normal 

practice, to provide more time for other matters.  The newsletter will be sent out after Christmas.   

3. Housekeeping: 

a. Approval of last meeting’s minutes.  Beth suggested that consideration of the minutes of the 

November Board meeting be postponed, to provide Board members greater opportunity to review 

them and to save meeting time for other agenda items.  There was agreement to do this. 

b. Treasurer’s report.   

Expenses since last meeting: GIS software $217, Stamps $50;  

Pending checks: consultant $1,000 (Nov); Billboard $4,800. 

Income: $100 life membership, Garry & Lisa Booker, Cedar Crest; Calendar Sales $102, 

anonymous donation $1,000. 

Balance as of 12/08: $12,154  

4. Review of 2018 Goals.  The board reviewed and discussed our 2018 goals.  Comments included the 

following: 

a. Donna and others believed there had been notable success in goal #1 (building a coalition of 

committed landowners), evident through several activities. 

b. Jessica reported progress underway on goal #2 (increase involvement of resident landowners), 

especially evident in the recruitment of new potential Board members. 

c. Jim elaborated on progress in goal #3 (GIS), including ESRI’s recognition of SCC’s nonprofit 

status, purchase of software licenses, and significant cooperation obtained from county officials 

in sharing landowner data. 

d. David mentioned progress made on goal #4 (science) in addition to GIS, especially in expert 

assistance recruited to develop recommendations for stream monitoring. 

e. Planned actions on goal #5 (education) had been completed successfully. 

f. Jessica and others discussed aspects of goal #6 (water extraction) from Peggs Water Company 

(PWC) and PWC’s working with seven other water providers to secure a secondary water source 

from Tenkiller Lake.  Jessica will get updates at the PWC annual meeting. 



g. Goal #7 (Board sustainability) had been partially addressed through the recruitment of new Board 

candidates; steps had been started to address a second objective of avoiding excessive 

dependence on any one Board member. 

h. Substantial efforts had begun in June on an added goal (help address poultry house proliferation) 

and were continuing. 

i. Beth congratulated all on a job well-done. 

5. Annual Meeting details and assignments (part of Goal #1:  Continue to Build a Coalition) 

a. We confirmed basic details and assignments for the meeting.  George suggested that we send a 

special invitation to Kelly Bostian of the Tulsa World and be prepared, should he attend, to 

recognize his significant efforts to publicize the poultry farm proliferation issue.   

b. Agenda.  Upon considering Beth’s rough agenda, Jennifer suggested that we devote the meeting 

to the poultry farm issue as much as possible.  There was discussion on how we could do this 

such as keep the business portion as short as possible, eliminate or minimize the auction, and do 

fundraising at a different time.  Beth agreed to grant significant meeting time to the poultry issue, 

and to work out details in the interim. 

6. Offer of Shannon Phillips, Oklahoma Conservation Commission Water Quality Director, to work 

with the SCC on a watershed assessment plan.   

a. Shannon has offered to work with SCC on a watershed assessment plan.  Beth proposed having 

her attend the February Board meeting to present an overview.  Jennifer acknowledged that 

studies and plans can be beneficial but stated they also are misused to string things along and 

delay taking action.  Chuck Shipley supported the offer and stated the plan might turn out to be 

our “ace in the hole.”  A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to have Shannon 

present at the February Board meeting.   

7. Goals # 3 and 4:  GIS and Science.  Further updates on these goals were postponed in order to grant 

the time desired for agenda item 9. 

8. Goal #7:   Ensure the Board is not too dependent on any one Board member.  

a. Beth proposed cutting back the newsletter frequency to three issues/year.  She also announced her 

intent to serve as SCC President only one more year.  She proposed using 2019 as a transition 

year, in which another person, the Vice President, would work with her to learn the 

responsibilities of the job, with the expectation that they would become President in 2020. 

 

Second Phase of Agenda:  Started at 7:00 PM 

 

9. Goal #9:  Poultry Farm Proliferation. 

a. Coordinating Council on Poultry Growth (CCPG)/Ag Board.  Vicki and Angela reported on the 

Oklahoma Board of Agriculture meeting held in OKC on December 11 that they and others 

attended.  The Ag Board was voting on proposed emergency rules for setbacks on poultry farms 

that came out of meetings with the CCPG.  The Ag Board received 191 comments on the 

proposed rules of which some 182 were against adoption, some feeling they were too strict; and 

most considering them too lenient.  The Board did not approve the rules and did keep in place a 

moratorium on approving additional facilities until May 31, 2019, giving the Oklahoma State 

Legislature an opportunity to set the requirements.  Some people believe that the May 31 date 

removes any incentive for the Legislature to take action; others are concerned that an early, weak 

action by the Legislature could cause the moratorium to be rolled back sooner than expected.  Jim 



Reece, current Oklahoma Secretary of Agriculture, is leaving the post and will be replaced by 

Blayne Arthur, who has been nominated by Governor-elect Kevin Stitt. 

b. Coordinating Council on Poultry Growth (CCPG).  Beth reported on a presentation she and Karen 

Harris made to the CCPG December meeting promoting protection of Spring Creek. The 

presentation asked that within the Spring Creek watershed no new poultry houses be approved 

and no permits be approved for spreading of poultry litter.  One person at the CCPG meeting 

admitted that he and others spread litter on land without seeking permits.  And some people who 

oppose poultry farms because of water issues, odor, or other reasons are not interested in the 

application of poultry litter issue.  Beth received positive responses to her presentation, most 

notably from the Oklahoma Conservation Commission. 

c. Other means of addressing poultry growth in the watershed.  Jennifer led a discussion of litigation 

being explored by Keep Spavinaw Pure.  For confidentiality reasons, the details of the litigation 

will not be documented here. 

 

Jennifer stated it was important to mount a serious challenge to the proliferation of poultry 

operations and believed the litigation was the most important way to do that.  Chuck stated that 

doing this would require a huge effort, and that it would be necessary to work on several fronts at 

the same time, such as fundraising, cooperating in studies, and supporting grassroots activism.  

Ideas were discussed about how SCC could support litigation and how funds could be raised.  

The idea of asking people to donate money at the annual meeting was revisited.  Martin Rooney 

stated that to do effective fundraising, we couldn’t rely on a pass-the-hat kind of approach and 

instead needed to have a well-designed plan.  Bill Chambers asked if we could solicit donations 

by an insert to the newsletter.  Beth and others stated it was probably not be feasible to use this  

newsletter mailing due to factors such as (1) the members not being sufficiently informed about 

the situation, (2) lingering questions about the tax-deductibility of various actions, and (3) a 

general lack of time before mailing.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm. 

 

Next Meetings: 

Saturday, January 12, 2019, 1:00-2:30 PM, Peggs Community Center 

Thursday, February 14, 6:15-7:45 PM, Schusterman-Benson Library 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, David Martinez, SCC Secretary 

 

 


