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SCC ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Saturday, January 12 

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm 

Peggs Community Center 

Hwy 82, Peggs, Oklahoma  
 
Season’s Greetings, Members and Friends of 
Spring Creek Coalition. 
 
THIS IS YOUR ANNUAL MEETING.  PLEASE 
COME! 
 
Learn.  Don’t miss Pam Kingfisher and Bran-
dy Whaler’s presentation on the on-going poul-
try house proliferation fight.. 
 
Socialize.  Get to know the many interesting 
people who live or own land along Spring Creek, 
from Kansas to Cedar Crest. 
 
Share your views.  Talk with your board rep-
resentatives.  Let us know what issues matter 
and why the creek is important to you. 
 
Vote.  For our board member nominees. 
 
There will be snacks and an auction benefiting 
Spring Creek Coalition. 

 
 

Poultry Fight: What’s 
Happened?  Where are we Now?   

 

“Do you know that six poultry houses are being 
built on the banks of Spring Creek?”     
 

So much has happened since that first phone 
call to Spring Creek Coalition from Nancy 
Kimbrell, Oaks Town Clerk, back in April 
2018.  Emily Oakley of Three Springs Farm, 
located less than a quarter mile from the new 
houses, fought with passion and joined with 
others to defeat those houses.  Then the 
calls came in from all over Northeast Oklaho-
ma.  “How did you do it?  We are being inun-
dated with poultry houses!  Help!”  
 

Two amazing women stepped up to lead the 
fight and make sure citizens’ voices were 
heard: Pam Kingfisher and Brandy Whaler.    
 

Starting with a meeting of some 60 people at 
Peggs Community Center, Emily passed the 
baton to these two women who then pro-
ceeded to hold bi-monthly meetings that bal-
looned to include hundreds of passionate 
folks in the Oaks-Kansas areas directly af-
fected by the poultry house influx.  

 

We heard heart-breaking stories from resi-
dents whose health, land values, and ances-
tral way of life are being severely damaged 
by the density and closeness of these hous-
es.  Pam and Brandy brought in every expert 
and agency they could think of to get infor-
mation to the people and make sure the peo-
ple’s stories got to the public.  Colby Duncan 
of Colcord told how his daughter can’t swim 
in her pool.  “It’s full of feathers and dirt.”  

Kid Zone @ 

Annual Meeting 
Again this year: Live 

Critters from the Creek! 

Pam Kingfisher, right, gets a hug 
from a friend after leading a 
community meeting in  Kansas.. 

mailto:info@springcreekok.org
http://www.springcreekok.org/index.htm


recyclables.  “The difference was truly noticea-
ble,” observed Spring Creek Coalition board 
member and Cedar Crest resident Jim McCoy.   
 

Removing trash also encourages future visitors 
to be more environmentally aware.  However, 
human nature being what it is, there will be an 
opportunity for you to volunteer in this effort 
again next fall!     
 

Sincere thanks 
to all who 
helped, espe-
cially Neal Rus-
sell with his 
large trailer and 
supplies, and 
the great chili 
chefs at Cedar 
Crest and Don-
na Drury of 
Spring Creek 
Coalition for 
the fine lunch.  The hospitality, history, and natu-
ral beauty of Cedar Crest are indeed special.  It 
somehow seems a fitting termination point for 
Spring Creek.   
 

And, for you social observers, an unscientific 
survey shows Bud is still the most popular beer.  
A related observation, which may increase your 
driving caution, was the increased prevalence of 
the 24 ounce size beer cans.   
 

SCC 2019 Board Nominees 
 
We are pleased to present  seven outstanding 
Spring Creek Coalition Board of Director nomi-
nees for your consideration at the annual meet-
ing.  We are expanding from 9 to 11 board 
members.  Find their names and brief bios 
online at http://springcreekok.org/docs/
BoardNomineeBios.pdf 
We will also have printouts at the meeting.   

             Poultry Fight            Schools at the Creek                Cedar Crest/SCC Clean Up         Board Nominees 

thusiasm.    
 

“The program gave 
the students a real 
hands-on experi-
ence,” said Eliza-
beth Boney, Art and 
History teacher for 
Oaks Mission Junior 
and Senior High.   
“It gave them a bet-
ter understanding of 
nature.  They liked 
finding the bugs and 
fish.”   
 

Spring Creek Coalition especially appreciated the 
effort Cheryl Cheadle of Blue Thumb took to educate 
the Oaks Mission students about the poultry issue 
knocking on their back door.  Cheryl took a balanced 
approach, literally, using a balancing scale and pen-
nies to show the children the pros and cons of this 
important issue.  We all like chicken.  We all like to 
drink clean water.  We need jobs.  We need clear 
creeks.  Where is the balance?  
 

“I really want to thank the Blue Thumb program and 
their staff for coming out and providing these pro-
grams,” says SCC Board President, Beth Rooney.  
“They do a fantastic job.  We set up locations along 
the creek, snacks and lunch, but there is no way we 
could offer such a wonderful creek learning experi-
ence without Blue Thumb.”    
 

A Noticeable Difference 
  
If you have ever looked back at your favorite flower 
bed after removing the weeds and litter, then you 
know the great feeling that over twenty people aged 
2 to 70 recently shared after cleaning up the banks 
of Spring Creek.  This happened on Saturday, No-
vember 3, at King’s Curve, Cooper’s Bridge, Cave 
Springs, and adjacent areas.    Over 1200 pounds of 
trash was picked up as well as three large bags of 

Leach resident Mick Foreman spoke of his con-
cerns that the 36 poultry houses now within a 
mile of his home were affecting his water quan-
tity and quality.  “My holding tank used to be 4 
feet deep and you could see right down to the 
bottom.  Now it barely has any water and it’s 
turned black.”  Water from his pool feeds tribu-
taries that feed Spring Creek.  
 

Pam has years of experience running meetings 
and building consensus through her Shining 
Waters consulting firm.   

 

Brandy 
stepped up 
from the com-
munity with 
little more 
than a willing-
ness to face 
the challeng-
es and learn.  
“Brandy has 
been the 
heart of her 

community,” says Pam.  “She has a fulltime job 
and children, yet she has taken all of her free 
time whenever needed to drive agency repre-
sentatives, reporters, and the Spring Creek Co-
alition board, whoever asks, down our dirt coun-
try roads to show them up close the impact of 
the poultry houses on her neighbors.   Before 
each community meeting, Brandy goes door to 
door to make sure those who can’t be reached 
by other means know what is happening.”  
 

Pam and Brandy will present their compelling 
story as our featured speakers at the SCC an-
nual membership meeting Saturday, January 
12.  What went on?  What were their wins?  
How did they do it?  And where are we now?  
There will be plenty of time for interaction and 
questions.  Don’t miss this opportunity to meet 
these incredible women and hear their story.      
 

Hands-on Learning at the Creek 
  
“The students show an eagerness to learn in the out-
door setting.  And it really helps teach them the im-
portance of our environment,” said Carolyn Robbins, 
Science Teacher and Acting Principal, Peggs 
School.     
  
This was the second year that all 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade 

science students from Peggs got to spend an immer-
sive two hours learning about what makes a creek 
healthy at the property of hosts Charles and Donna 
Drury.  They spent Thursday morning October 26

th
 

rotating between stations 
set up by Oklahoma 
Conservation Commis-
sion Blue Thumb Educa-
tion staff and volunteers, 
studying soil, kicking 
gravel to dislodge inver-
tebrates into nets, and 
seining for fish.    
 

Around noon, they im-
mersed themselves.  
The day was so sunny 
and warm, several of 
them dunked all the way 
in Spring Creek, even 
though their teachers 
warned them not to.  
“Selective hearing, I 
guess,” laughs SCC 
board member Jessica Spencer.   Jessica and hus-
band David did the ground work to organize outings 
for two of our watershed schools which were held 
back-to-back under very different weather condi-
tions.      
 

The previous day, Wednesday, some 27 kids from 
kindergarten to 12

th
 grade from the Oaks Mission 

After-School Extended Learning Program took part in 
the same kind of field day under cold and drizzly 
conditions.  But the weather didn’t dampen their en-

Brandy & son Darius, right, meet 
with neighbor Helen Woods. 

All ages chipped in to make a 
difference at our fall clean-up. 

Students work the creek with 
their Blue Thumb mentor, left. 

Oaks Mission students  
check out a creek critter. 
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