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M
ission: to unite as citizens and 

actively engage in the preservation 
of the Spring Creek W

atershed 

Spring Creek Watershed 

Landowners 
 

Summer 2019 Newsletter 

 

Phone: (918) 906-6762 
 

Email info@springcreekok.org 
 

www.springcreekok.org  
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Est. 1994 

SCC 25th Celebration 
 (rain or shine) 

 

Saturday, July 27 
 

10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
 

Timberlake Ranch 

 

AM  Activities: 
 

 Games 

 Face painting 

 Aquarium of local fish  

 Meet & Mingle 
 
10:30 AM  Concert featuring Travis Fite 
 
12:00-1:00 PM - Free smoked-pig Lunch 
 
PM  Activities 
 Biology Creek Walk 
 Swim, kayak, SUPs on the creek 

Spring Creek Coalition was incorporated as  
a non-profit 501(c)3 organization in 1994.  
Over the past 25 years the Spring Creek 
community, through the leadership of its 
board, has 
 planted over 2,000 trees  
 removed tons of trash from the creek 

through yearly clean-ups 
 encouraged use of the creek for re-

search by local universities 
 communicated on issues and events 

regularly through our newsletters 
 held educational outings and events  

 worked with the Grand River Dam 
Authority to clean up one of the larg-
est illegal dumps in Cherokee County 

 won a lawsuit against the introduction 
of non-native species in our waters 

 received the “Best of the Best” envi-
ronmental award from Keep Oklaho-
ma Beautiful 

 
Come help us celebrate! Please RSVP 
by Friday, July 19th, Text or phone 918-
822-0968 (Jessica Spencer), with # of 
adults, # of children, so that we can ade-
quately plan for food and equipment.   
 

Directions to Timberlake Ranch. 

Aquarium of local fish from 2014 Cele-
bration 

25 Years of Preservation & Educa-
tion; we couldn’t do it without 

you! 

mailto:info@springcreekok.org


            SCC’s 25th Anniversary              Poultry House Update                         SCC Activities                 Air Monitoring Research  

Event descriptions: 
 
AM Events 
 
Aquarium of Local FIsh 
The Oklahoma Dept of Wildlife Conserva-
tion (ODWC) is providing a large aquarium 
of fish taken from local streams.  How 
many can you identify? 
 
Face Painting and Games– all ages 
 
Concert Featuring Travis Fite 
Get to know your new SCC president.  Yes, 
long-time president Beth Rooney has 
turned over the gavel to new, enthusiastic 
leadership.  Travis and his family (he is the 
son of Julian Fite and cousin of Ed) have a 
long history of stewardship and fighting 
poultry waste problems on the Illinois.  
Travis is also a well-known musician and 
music producer performing in many genres 
and in different ensembles (currently The 
Steve White Group and “Fuzed”). 
 
Travis and acclaimed song writer Monica 
Taylor will perform original music ranging 
from acoustic blues to bluegrass and folk.   
 
Noon-1:00 PM – Free smoked hog lunch 
and  celebration - bring your own drinks    
 
PM Events 
 
Biology Creek Walk 
Blue Thumb Volunteer Coordinator Cheryl 
Cheadle will lead participants on a short, 
fun stroll in Spring Creek.  We will capture 
and identify fish, seek out interesting aquat-
ic larval insects, and make observations of 
the good (and bad?) land use practices that 
make Spring Creek what it is.  The beauty 

of a Creek Walk is that it allows citizens of all 
ages and all levels of knowledge to get to know 
a little something about the stream being visit-
ed.  Dress to get wet. Closed-toe shoes recom-
mended. 
 

Water Activities—Bring a chair for the creek, 
bathing suit (changing room available), and wa-
ter shoes.  We will have kayaks and  stand-up 
paddle boards (SUPs)  for you to try. 
 

Poultry House Invasion Update 
 
219 mega-poultry houses have been built in NE 
Oklahoma within the past two years, many with-
in the Spring Creek watershed.  We are 
alarmed. 
 

If you have traveled US Highway 412 between 
Locust Grove and Fayetteville recently, you 
know what I mean.  You will see poultry house 
after poultry house that each holds 50,000 birds 
at a time.  What you don’t see is just as many 
built off to the south in the Spring Creek water-
shed affecting tributaries that feed into Spring 
Creek.   
 
Ours is a small watershed; it cannot absorb a 
large degree of pollutants.  Spring Creek ap-
pears to be going the way of the Illinois River 
and other poultry waste-polluted streams in 
Northeast Oklahoma.  We need to be proactive 
and stop this now.  
 
During lunch, we’ll update you on this issue, an-
swer your questions, and let you know how you 
can help. 
 

SCC On the Go 
 

Tree Planting for Wildlife Habitat—In March 
SCC planted 150 trees at the property of Jen-
nifer and Andrew Donnelly.  “My husband and I 

thought it was great,” says Jennifer.  “So many 
people came out from the community.  Two 
weeks later, there were already buds on some 
of the trees.  I was amazed.” 
 

Getting the Word Out on the Poultry House 
Invasion—In April, SCC teamed up with Green 
Country Guardians to man a booth at Earth Day 
on Guthrie Green in Tulsa.  Later, we spent an-
other day handing out literature and telling 
youngsters about the problem at  the Cherokee 
Nation Environmental Day, NSU, Tahlequah. 

Grant Hall of GCG worked hard at Earth Day. 

 

Collaborating with GCG and OU to begin 
air monitoring efforts—Members of SCC 
have joined with Pam Kingfisher, founder of 
Green Country Guardians (GCG), and Julie 
Gahn to help support air monitoring efforts 
around poultry houses.   
 

Two scientists from the Department of Oc-
cupational and Environmental Health, Hud-
son College of Public Health, University of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center  toured 

the 412 corridor 
in May and have 
returned in June 
to share their 
study plan and 
next steps for a 
research pro-
posal they will 
present to their 
university in mid-
August. 
 
“One of our re-
search interests 
is how the expo-
sures to bioaero-
sols may impact 
on the health ef-
fects among the 
residents – adult/
children,”  says 

Professor Hwang.  
 

Update on Water Monitoring Plan 
 

Thank you to all who have shown interest in 
the  Water Monitoring Plan we started to put 
together last fall.  This has been delayed 
due to other activities.  We are still planning 
to pursue it, and will let you know when 
ready. 

Dr Jooyeon Hwang, Dr 
Margaret Phillips, Karen 
Harris, SCC Board  


