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The two men who have purchased 20
downtown buildings talk about their plans.

Suspect in sexual attack
dies after hanging himself
E He was arrested in the
Tuesday night assault and
kidnapping of a woman
outside a Tulsa store.

BY NICOLE MARSHALL
World Staff Writer

A registered sex offender who was
arrested in connection with a kidnap-
ping and sexual assault died Friday,
one day after he hanged himself with
a sheet at the Tulsa Jail.

Timothy Lee Walker, 42, was pro-
nounced dead at 1:07 p.m., Tulsa
County Sheriff’s Office Chief Deputy
Tim Albin said.

Kidnapping, attempted rape and
forcible sodomy charges were filed
against Walker about 12:30 p.m. Fri-
day, but they were dismissed later in

the day after he died.
Walker was booked into the Tulsa

Jail on Wednesday on allegations that
he kidnapped a woman from the Wal-
greens parking lot at 6415 E. Pine St.
and sexually assaulted her Tuesday
night.

The 25-year-old woman was talking
on her cellular phone with her boss

SEE WALKER A-3

How to help
Anyone with information about

the crimes is asked to call Crime
Stoppers at 596-COPS. Callers
can remain anonymous, and the
Crime Commission will pay a
cash reward for information lead-
ing to an arrest.

Stream of contention

Neighbors of Spring Creek
want the stocked trout out
BY MICHAEL OVERALL
World Staff Writer

P RYOR — Snaking through the
wooded hills of Mayes County, the
water in Spring Creek runs clear

enough in some places to see the gravel
at the bottom of the stream. You don’t
always have to catch a fish to see one —
just wade out a few steps and look down.

Until recently, a fisherman on Spring
Creek was almost always hoping to spot
a big-mouth bass, a fish that has been
swimming in these waters for eons.

But for the last couple of years, the
bass have been sharing the stream with
another fish — a newcomer that some
environmentalists say is threatening to
ruin one of the last undisturbed
ecosystems of its kind.

That’s why several landowners went to
court Friday to get rid of trout.

“This isn’t just about some fish in a
stream,” said Charles Shipley, an attorney
representing a coalition of landowners
from the Spring Creek area. “This is
about saving a jewel of nature.”

A Friday hearing in Mayes County
District Court focused on a technicality
— coalition attorneys argued that state
officials didn’t properly consider public
comments before issuing a permit to
stock Spring Creek with trout.

But it was merely the first in what
could be a long series of legal battles to
stop the trout.

The gravel — instead of sand or clay

SEE CREEK A-6

Tulsa robberies exceeding norm
E In one of 85 robberies
reported so far this month,
a martial arts expert fights
off his attackers.

BY MATT ELLIOTT
World Staff Writer

A man who used his martial arts
training to fight off two robbers
Thursday night foiled one of the 85
or more robberies that have occurred
in Tulsa already this year.

At least that many robberies or rob-
bery attempts, ranging from purse
snatchings to armed robberies, had
been reported as of Friday afternoon,
robbery Sgt. Dave Walker said.

“It seems like a lot to me, 20 days
into (January),” Walker said.

The city normally sees about 70 to
80 robberies for the whole month, he
said.

Some of the robberies have been

violent — even deadly — with three
people ending up dead.

After the attempted robbery of mar-
tial arts expert Kirk Anthony Stoner
on Thursday night, a woman was shot
in the leg early Friday after two men
attempted to rob her in her driveway.

The two robberies occurred less
than two hours apart within 2ô
miles, near 21st Street and Sheridan
Road and in the 2800 block of South
104th East Avenue, Sgt. Kim Presley
said.

Stoner said two men pulled up next

to him Thursday night after he’d fin-
ished washing his girlfriend’s car at
the Fiesta Car Wash, 6584 E. 21st St.

Stoner has studied martial arts for
about 21 years.

One of the men walked up and
asked him for money twice, but Ston-
er said he told him sarcastically that
he didn’t have any for him.

The man in the car told his com-
panion to get Stoner’s car, he said,
but the man tried to grab at Stoner’s
pants pocket instead.

Fearing that he was going to be
hurt, Stoner punched the man in his
nose, and the man went down, Walk-
er said. The second man armed him-
self with a switchblade knife that was
about 8 inches long and lunged at
him, Stoner said.

Stoner moved aside just as the man
approached, grabbed the wrist hold-
ing the knife and elbowed his attack-
er in the face.

SEE ROB A-6

Sunnis gain
in parliament
E Election results show
Shiites still have the most
seats, but they will have to
form a coalition government.

BY SAMEER N. Y  ACOUB
Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Shiite religious
parties captured the biggest number
of parliament seats in last month’s
election but not enough to govern
without partners, according to results
released Friday.

Sunni Arabs scored major gains,
opening the door to a greater role in
government for the community at the
heart of the insurgency.

The announcement by the election
commission launched a period of
tough bargaining among Shiite, Sunni
and Kurdish factions to form a gov-
ernment, which U.S. officials hope can
win the trust of the disaffected Sunni

SEE IRAQ A-3

Tobacco tax
rule to be
implemented
E A judge rejects a
challenge to the state’s
emergency tax-stamp rule.

BY OMER GILLHAM
World Staff Writer

The Oklahoma Tax Commission
can implement a new rule that limits
the sale of low-tax cigarettes to tribal
smoke shops, a Tulsa County court
ruled Friday.

District Judge Rebecca Nightingale
rejected a request for a temporary re-
straining order filed by Campbell
Wholesale Co. Inc.

Campbell Wholesale of Tulsa was
joined as a plaintiff in the case by
Briggs Tobacco and Speciality Co.
Inc. of Memphis, Tenn. The request
for a restraining order was filed
Tuesday in Tulsa County District
Court.

The two companies sought to
block the implementation of an emer-
gency rule that limits the sale of cig-
arettes with cheaper 6-cent tobacco

SEE TOBACCO A-6

Beginning
Monday,
tobacco
wholesalers
must get
approval
from the Tax
Commission
to sell more
than the
quota for a
given smoke
shop.

Timothy Walker

Walker has a history
of mental
retardation and was
once a resident of
the now-closed
Hissom Memorial
Center, court
records show.

For more
Negotiators
work to free
American
hostage. A-4
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Jennifer Owen kneels by Spring Creek on her property near Peggs. Owen is concerned that trout introduced to Spring Creek will take
over and alter the ecosystem.
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Expansion tune
Saied Music Co. will open

a second Tulsa store.

Knight and 
day at OU

Kelvin Sampson and the Sooners
host Bob Knight and Texas Tech.

Oil up, stocks down
Crude tops $68 while Wall Street
has its worst day in nine months.
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CREEK:
The water is so pure it is used
as a benchmark for other area
streams.

FROM A-1

– that can be seen at the bottom of
Spring Creek identifies it as an ™Ozark
stream.º Eastern Oklahoma has several
Ozark streams, but most – if not all –
of the others have been significantly al-
tered from their natural state, often from
pollution or the building of dams, Shipley
said.

™Everybody generally agrees that we
shouldn't cause the extinction of a spe-
cies, right? Well, this creek is like an en-
dangered species in and of itself. We're
going to cause the extinction of a type of
river system.º

Spring Creek has remained pristine
thanks, in part, to a group of landowners
called the Spring Creek Coalition, formed
more than 10 years ago to fight pollution
and erosion, and to preserve the natural
habitat along the creek banks.

Along with other efforts, ranchers in the
coalition have fenced off several miles of
the stream to keep cattle from wading in-
to the water and causing pollution.

The group has been so successful at
blocking pollution that scientists have
used water samples from Spring Creek as
a benchmark for comparing other
streams.

™Spring Creek is setting the standard,º

said Jennifer Owen, whose family owns
1,600 acres of ranch land near the stream.

™This isn't rocket science. It defies com-
mon sense to introduce an invasive spe-
cies into an undisturbed habitat.º

Owen and other landowners are con-
cerned that trout will begin to dominate
Spring Creek, reducing the number of na-
tive big-mouth bass and, in the long term,
altering the entire ecosystem.

State officials, on the other hand, insist
that trout and big-mouth bass can coexist.
In court Friday, Assistant Attorney Gener-
al Scott Boughton cited reports that show
little environmental impact on other Okla-
homa streams that have been stocked
with trout.

As far back as the 1990s, there was po-
litical pressure to stock Spring Creek with
trout, but the Oklahoma Department of
Wildlife Conservation resisted until a
study could be finished, Boughton said.

™It was studied,º he said. ™And it was
studied very carefully.º

Trout were first stocked in Spring
Creek two years ago so fly-fishing enthusi-
asts from Tulsa would have a convenient
place to go – it's less than an hour drive
from downtown.

Officials hope that the economies of Lo-
cust Grove, Peggs and other towns near
the creek will benefit from the increasing
popularity of the sport.

For now, however, no more trout will
be stocked in the stream while the court
considers revoking the permit, officials
said.

District Judge James Goodpaster could
issue a ruling as soon as next week.

Michael Overall 581-8383
michael.overall@tulsaworld.com

ROB:
Stoner urges people to
be aware of their
surroundings to avoid
situations like the one
he was caught in.

FROM A-1

™Basically, he was too close
and didn't know what he was do-
ing,º Stoner said Friday.

As the man fell, Stoner took
the knife and stabbed him in the
leg, not wanting to kill him, he
said.

Stoner then turned to the first
man, who was still on the
ground with a broken nose. That
man then managed to get up
and run away, Stoner said, and
the stabbed man got back into
the car and sped off to pick up
his cohort.

The events occurred between
10:20 and 10:38 p.m., the police
report indicates.

Stoner reported the crime

around 11:20 p.m., according to
the report.

™I was afraid to (call the po-
lice) because I stabbed the guy,º
he said in explanation for why
he waited to report the crime.

Instead of fighting, Stoner
said, he should have run to a
nearby convenience store for
help.

He described both men as
Hispanic, about 20 years old,
around 6 feet tall and about 200
pounds, Presley said. Both men
were wearing white T-shirts and
blue jeans, while the man armed
with a knife also wore an orange
vest. Police couldn't find the
men Thursday night, Sgt. Dave
Walker said.

Stoner urged people to be
aware of their surroundings to
avoid situations like the one he
was caught in.

™Tulsa's not safe anymore –
not at all,º he said.

Later that night, the second
victim may have been followed
to her home in the 2800 block
of South 104th East Avenue by
the occupants of a silver or
white sport utility vehicle, Pres-
ley said.

The woman tried to get out of

her car as two men walked up
just after midnight, Presley said.
They demanded money, but the
woman told them she didn't
have any.

One of the men broke a car
window, and the other shot her
in the left thigh, Walker said.

The two men ran to a Ford
Explorer, Presley said, and drove
north on 104th East Avenue.

The woman was treated at a
hospital for a gunshot wound
and later released, Presley said.

Walker said neither of the vic-
tims knew the robbers.

™Somebody out there knows
who is pulling these, and we cer-
tainly do need their name and
address and where we can find
them,º he said.

Two additional armed robber-
ies were reported Friday after-
noon.

In previous robberies this
month:

E A 43-year-old man, Cutberto
Orduna, was killed last Sunday
when a pair of armed robbers
became angry that all he had to
give them was the change in his
pocket. Another man was also
shot during another armed rob-
bery that night.

An additional armed robbery
also took place that night, and
detectives were investigating
whether the three, all of which
took place in east Tulsa, were
linked.

E Also on Sunday, six people,
including one alleged robber,
were shot during a robbery at
the Southside Pub, 6533 S. Peo-
ria Ave. A bartender was hospi-
talized with serious injuries and
apparent paralysis.

Police arrested Lee Moore, 23,
on five complaints of armed rob-
bery and added five complaints
of shooting with intent to kill in
that case. William Butler,
Moore's alleged accomplice, also

was shot during the robbery.
Both men were still in jail Fri-
day.

E Police say Modesta Ramirez
was killed by a teenager who
had tried to rob her of her laun-
dry money, kidnapped her, and
then beat her to death with
rocks in a drainage canal near
75th Street and Wheeling Ave-
nue. She was found dead Jan. 7.

Marquise Leland White, 17,
was arrested the next day, and a
juvenile whose name has not
been released was arrested as
an accessory. In addition to mur-
der, White is charged with kid-
napping and first-degree robbery.

E Lamarrio Hunter, 15, died

after he was shot in the back
Jan. 14. He and another teenager
had entered Kathy's Treasure
Trove, 2031 N. Lewis Ave., and
demanded cash while implying
that they had guns, police have
said. The clerk was assaulted
and pulled a revolver, firing five
shots at the teenagers.

Hunter was struck by at least
one bullet as the two ran out.
Police later arrested Ashley
Frye, 18, in connection with that
robbery. She was charged Friday
with attempted first-degree rob-
bery.

Matt Elliott 581-8366
matt.elliott@tulsaworld.com

TOBACCO:
It is estimated the state is
losing millions in tobacco
revenues.

FROM A-1

stamps.
Drawn up by the Oklahoma Tax

Commission, the rule places pressure
on tobacco wholesalers to restrict the
sale of low-tax cigarettes to tribal
smoke shops.

The number of low-tax stamps pur-
chased by wholesalers increased by
39 million in 2005 over 2004, said
Kay Burkhalter, supervisor of the Tax
Commission's excise tax section.

Since the beginning of last year,
tribal smoke shops in eastern Oklaho-
ma have been getting around a new
tobacco compact with the state by
moving cigarettes from a low-tax zone
along the border for resale by smoke
shops in a high-tax zone in Tulsa.

The state has been losing an esti-
mated $4 million a month in tobacco
revenues meant for health initiatives.

Signed by Gov. Henry on Jan. 13,
the emergency rule limits the sale of
low-tax cigarettes to smoke shops to
2004 levels plus 10 percent.

The emergency rule takes effect at
7:30 a.m. Monday, said Larry Patton,
assistant general counsel for the
Oklahoma Tax Commission.

Beginning Monday, tobacco whole-

salers must get approval from the
Tax Commission to sell more than
the quota for a given smoke shop.
Wholesalers purchase the tax stamps
from the Tax Commission and affix
them to packs of cigarettes.

Any wholesaler violating the emer-
gency rule could face a stiff monetary
penalty or license revocation.

™All I can say is that Monday is go-
ing to be chaos,º said Campbell
Wholesale owner M.R. Campbell. ™We
can't stay in business like this.º

Campbell Wholesale serves about
65 smoke shops in Tulsa and north-
eastern Oklahoma. It is common for
smoke shops to have more than one
tobacco supplier, and Briggs Tobacco
serves about 40 smoke shops, with
some overlap with those served by
Campbell.

Smoke shops in Tulsa should be
selling cigarettes with 86-cent stamps
or 77-cent stamps, according to their
agreements with the state.

Surveys by the Tulsa World have
found that 21 area smoke shops were
selling cigarettes with 6-cent stamps,
while their nontribal competition must
affix a $1.03 stamp to cigarettes.

The smoke shops are licensed by
the Cherokee, Creek and Osage na-
tions.

Henry spokesman Paul Sund said
the governor ™thinks the rule makes
good sense and will help with state
tobacco enforcement efforts.º

The Tax Commission has no juris-
diction on tribal land and has strug-
gled for months to get a handle on
the sale of low-tax cigarettes in Tulsa
and eastern Oklahoma.

Many tribes signed a new tobacco
compact with the state in connection
with a new cigarette tax that took ef-
fect Jan. 1, 2005.

The new compact created six differ-
ent compact rates, including a 6-cent
rate for border stores in competition
with low-tax states.

The Cherokee Nation has said the
state reneged on its promise not to
restructure the tobacco tax system.
The restructuring decreased the
Cherokees' tax advantage on tobacco
products.

Cherokee smoke-shop owners be-
lieve that they are allowed to sell cig-
arettes between tribal stores based on
a loophole in a new compact with the
state.

Tony Mastin, who designed the
new rule, said: ™We are pleased with
the decision that the judge made to-
day. We think the emergency rule
will do what it was intended to do. It
should allow the state to receive its
proper tax amount and shift sales to
the proper stamps.º

Mastin is the director of tax policy
and research for the Tax Commis-
sion.

During the temporary injunction
hearing, Mastin faced lengthy ques-
tioning by attorney John Jarboe, who
represents Campbell.

™We contend that the rule has no
basis in state law and clearly places
the wholesalers in the position of hav-
ing to police a law the state cannot
enforce,º Jarboe said.

Omer Gillham 581-8301
omer.gillham@tulsaworld.com
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once you go, you get it.

Sale valid on select items. Entire stocks not included unless specified. Styles will vary by store. Offer does not apply to temporary price
reductions. Discount is off the lowest ticketed price. Reductions taken at the register. Price adjustments cannot be made to previously

purchased clearance items. Clearance merchandise not available in all stores. Excludes shoes in the Shoe Department.

50-75%
off

Take

RED DOT
merchandise

clearance event
REDDOT

5112 South Harvard Avenue, Tulsa (918) 749-1926
7827 East 91st Street, Tulsa (918) 461-8088

Oklahoma City • Norman • Edmond
Mon.- Sat. 10-9, Sun.12-6 • www.steinmart.com • 1-888-Stein Mart

HOTEL FUR SALE
HILTON TULSA SOUTHERN HILLS – ACROSS FROM ORU

OVER 1,000 FABULOUS FURS

50% TO 75% OFF

SPECIAL COLLECTION OFSPECIAL COLLECTION OF
MINK COATS & JACKETSMINK COATS & JACKETS

60% to 80% OFF60% to 80% OFF

ALL FUR ACCESSORIES
(HATS, EARMUFFS, GLOVES)

50% to 75% OFF

SELECTED CASHMERE
COATS

NOW 75% OFF

ASSORTMENT OF
FUR VESTS, STOLES & WRAPS

ALL 60% OFF

FULL LENGTH MINK COATS
REG. $8,000 - $9,500

NOW $2,999

LARGE SELECTION
MEN’S & WOMEN’S
SHEARING JACKETS

NOW 60% OFF

NATURAL COYOTE
STROLLER

REG. $6,700
NOW $1,499

SHEARED MINK JACKETS
REG. $4,500–$5,500

NOW $1,999

SAPPHIRE SHEARED
FULL LENGTH MINK COAT

REG. $12,500
NOW $1,799

WILD-TYPE FULL
LENGTH MINK COAT

REG $12,500
NOW $2,999

NATURAL RUSSIAN
SABLE STROLLER

REG. $29,999
NOW $8,500

Choose from over 1,000 furs! Sizes 4-48!
MINK, SABLE, BEAVER, FOX & MORE!

Many one-of-a-kind pieces! Exquisite colors and styles!

3 Days Only!
JANUARY 20, 21, 22

Shop Friday & Saturday 9am - 7pm
Shop Sunday Noon - 6pm

*Sale prices off the manufacturers suggested retail value. Some furs listed are one of a kind. All furs subject to prior sale.
All furs labeled to show country of origin.

MEN’S REVERSIBLE
LEATHER TO MINK COAT

REG. $12,000
NOW $3,999

PASTEL MINK
JACKET

REG. $7,500
NOW $2,499
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