
Police chief: Homicide rate sees
modest decline after early spike
BY WAYNE GREENE
World City Editor

The violent crime spurt that stole headlines earlier this
year and had the city on pace for more than 100 homicides
in a year seems to have abated, Police Chief Dave Been
said Monday.

FBI statistics for the first six months of the year show
homicides and robberies continued to rise across the coun-
try and in Tulsa.

But Been said concentrated work by police and coopera-
tion from federal officials has brought the unacceptable lev-
el of violent crime earlier this year back to something clos-
er to normal.

“We started out the year with 11 homicides in January,
and we’ve got 56 right now. If I had some wood, I’d knock
on it right now,” Been said. “That’s too many, way too
many, but our officers have done an excellent job in at
least stemming the tide of homicides.”

The FBI statistics, reflecting only the period up to June
30, show Tulsa’s violent crime was up 6 percent, pushed by
an increase in aggravated assault reports.

SEE CRIME A-15

Dress code due to begin at two schools
E It will be implemented
in January at Roosevelt and
Burroughs elementaries.

BY JEFF BILLINGTON
World Staff Writer

A mandatory uniform dress code for
Roosevelt and Burroughs elementary
schools will begin in January, the Tul-
sa school board decided Monday.

Both schools are members of the
Northwest Tulsa Community Initiative,
or Northwest Community Schools,
which feed into Madison Middle
School. The board passed a district-
wide middle school uniform policy in
April, which took effect this school

year.
The dress code will be implemented

Jan. 3, 2007.
“We’ve been in uniform dress since

the beginning of the year. We let par-
ents know that all of the elementaries
that feed into Madison Middle School
would be in uniform,” said Roosevelt
Principal Diane Montgomery.

“The majority of the parents said
‘thank you,’ because they don’t have
to argue about what their kids will be
wearing to school.”

For Roosevelt, the standard dress
code will be khaki or navy bottoms
(shorts, skirts, pants, jumpers) with
collared royal blue, orange or white
knit shirts. The school will provide
each student with one shirt, she said.

Williams Cos., Centenary United
Methodist Church and Neighbors
Along the Line will help provide pants
for students who can’t afford them.

Parents of Roosevelt students were
surveyed between August and Septem-
ber this year, and of the 304 out of
460 surveys returned, 82 percent (250
out of 304) were in favor of the uni-
forms, while 18 percent (54 out of
304) were opposed.

Montgomery said Roosevelt actually
began its dress code on a voluntary
basis at the beginning of the current
school year.

“It has honestly kept down off-task
problems in the school. Children are
focused more on the instruction rath-
er than what they are wearing,” Mont-

gomery said.
For Burroughs Elementary, stan-

dard dress will be khaki or navy bot-
toms (shorts, skirts, pants, jumpers)
with collared red, yellow or white knit
shirts. The school will provide each
student with two shirts, and John
3:16, Operation School Bell and Part-
ners in Education will help students
who can’t afford other items of re-
quired clothing.

Parents of Burroughs students were
surveyed between February and
March, and of the 92 surveys re-
turned, 95 percent said yes (88 out of
92), while 5 percent opposed the uni-
forms (4 out of 92).

SEE DRESS A-15

Appraisals begin at site
TAR CREEK: BUYOUTE A Tulsa company will conduct the

assessment of undermined properties.

BY OMER GILLHAM
World Staff Writer

PICHER — Appraisals have begun for homes
and businesses that qualify for a federal buyout
within the Tar Creek Superfund site in Ottawa
County.

The relocation committee has hired Tulsa-based
Cinnabar Service Co. to assess homes, businesses
and public-use facilities qualifying for the voluntary

buyout, said J.D. Strong, chief of staff for the Okla-
homa Secretary of the Environment.

Cinnabar will be paid about $1.8 million to ap-
praise an estimated 700 structures within the buy-
out zone, Strong said. The full payment of the con-
tract is contingent upon the federal buyout being
fully funded, Strong said.

“The bid is structured in a way that we can put
the appraisals on hold until more funding becomes

SEE TAR A-15

‘Pristine’ creek to stay free
of trout, appeals court says
BY MICHAEL OVERALL
World Staff Writer

Considered the last uncontaminated
stream of its kind in Oklahoma,
Spring Creek will remain closed to
trout fishing under a decision released
Monday by the Oklahoma Court of
Civil Appeals.

The state Department of Wildlife
Conservation had asked the court to
overturn a ruling by a district judge
in February that officials violated state
law when they allowed Spring Creek
to be stocked with trout.

The appeals court, however, upheld
the ruling.

The original case was brought by a
coalition of landowners who objected
to the Wildlife Department allowing
private fishermen to stock the creek
with trout, a species foreign to the ar-
ea.

The landowners feared that the
trout would crowd out native fish,
triggering a domino effect in the
stream’s ecosystem.

“You just don’t want to mess with a
steam that is still in its pristine, natu-
ral state,” said Charles Shipley, the
Tulsa lawyer for the Spring Creek
Conservation Coalition. “You just don’t
want to take a pristine stream and
add something foreign to it, even
something as usually unobjectionable
as trout.”

Oklahoma has several “Ozark
streams,” characterized by creek beds
of gravel instead of clay or sand. But
conservationists describe Spring
Creek — near Pryor, an hour east of
Tulsa — as the state’s last “pristine”
Ozark stream, meaning its course

SEE CREEK A-15

TULSA’S
REPORTED
CRIMES:
Jan. 1 to June 30

Murders 34
Forcible rapes:
137
Robberies: 485
Aggravated as-
saults: 1,178
Burglaries: 3,064
Larcenies: 7,201
Arsons: 150

Source: FBI

Here’s a
holiday tip:
Keep your
wallet handy

he No. 1 site for last-minute
Christmas shopping is probablyT the ATM.

Christmas tipping has become stan-
dard practice.

Christmas tipping is sometimes
done on top of regular tipping.

You give somebody you’ve known a
long time an odd object for a top
shelf. You give a relative a strange
piece of apparel. Yet you tip good
cash to somebody you don’t even re-
ally know a thing about.

Figure that one out.
Reverse tipping: Sometimes it al-

most seems backward.
When you walk into a store for a

latte the week before Christmas,
somebody with a name tag should
tuck a $10 bill in your shirt pocket
and say thanks for choosing us and
paying so much throughout the year.

Then the person with the name tag
should take out a five-spot and add to
the tip because of all the long waits
and not-so-hot concoctions and lids
that drip.

It wouldn’t be entirely out of place
for the refuse collector to leave an
envelope inside the front door this
Christmas with a couple of $1 bills
tucked inside this note:

“This token of our appreciation is
for those times the garbage can was
flung upside down and wound up in
the street and rolled a half a block
away.”

Those who didn’t get something
fixed correctly the first time and had
to come back between the hours of
1:00 and 5:00 in the afternoon should
also stop by with smiles on their fac-
es and Christmas envelopes in their
pockets.

More often than not, customers
should be the ones with the tip jars
this time of year.

Bought gasoline yesterday.
No envelope from the cashier.
Cable TV hasn’t tipped you yet this

Christmas, either?
Unbelievable.
Merry Christmas: One of my first

adult jobs had to do with attempting
to provide service for a large compa-
ny.

One Christmas, a customer said
that she would have liked to offer a
Christmas tip but didn’t have the
money on hand at that particular
time.

A couple of weeks later, that cus-
tomer put a little something in an en-
velope as a New Year’s remem-
brance.

The memory of the thoughtful gift
has remained fresh through the
years.

Another face worth recalling was
that of the guy on the back of the re-
fuse truck when I stumbled through
the dawn to offer an envelope with a
little something in it.

Christmas tips can be about you as
much as them.

Jay Cronley 581-8362
jay.cronley@tulsaworld.com
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Memorial High School Concert Chorus member Joe Watkins (left) sings with students Erick Landeros, Sabrina Carbajal and Daniel Clarke during a performance
Monday at Key Elementary School. The concert was part of an outreach program to promote the benefits of attending Memorial to students at its feeder schools.
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Area postal workers are kept hopping 
as the U.S. Postal Service experiences 
its busiest day of the year.

Please go to A-15

They’ve got mail

SINGING FOR MEMORIAL

Tulsa-based Cinnabar Service Co. has
been hired to assess sites qualifying
for the voluntary buyout within the
Tar Creek Superfund area in Ottawa
County.

Tulsa World file

http://www.springcreekok.org/docs/articles/article_TulsaWorld_121906_A_15.pdf
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